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LOUTH           COUNTY           COUNCIL

Minutes of Council Meeting of Louth County Council held in Drogheda Institute of Further Education on Monday 17th July 2006 at 10.00am.

In attendance:

Cathaoirleach:

Cllrs. Jim Lennon
Other Members:     
Cllrs. M. Bellew, D. Breathnach, T. Brennan, T. Clare, J. D’Arcy, S. Keelan, J. Loughran, D. Lynch, J. McConville, F. McCoy, P. McGeough, F. Maher, K. Meenan, I. Munster, G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, T. Reilly, J. Ryan, P. Savage, T. Sharkey, O. Tully
Apologies: 


Cllrs. J. Mulroy, A. Donohoe
Officials:


Ms M. Moloney, County Manager





Ms J. Martin, Director of Services





Ms C. Moss, Acting Director of Services





Mr. W. Walsh, Acting Director of Services





Mr. R. McKenna, Acting Director of Services





Mr. P. Donnelly, Senior Executive Officer





Mr. G. Duffy, Senior Planner





Mr. D. O’Neill, Senior Engineer

---------------------------------

Minute No. 86/06

Minutes
The minutes of the Council meeting held on 19th June and the Annual General Meeting held on 26th June were adopted on the proposal of Councillor F. McCoy, seconded by Councillor F. Maher.
Matters Arising

Minute no. 76/06 – Councillor K. O’Heiligh requested details on the charges at the recycling centre in Drogheda and it was agreed that this query is a matter for Drogheda Borough Council.
Minute No. 87/06

Section 140
It was proposed by Councillor F. McCoy and agreed by the members to defer this item until later in the meeting.
Minute No. 88/06

Development Plan – Proposed Variations
A brief overview and clarification on the proposed variations was given by G. Duffy, Senior Planner.  A number of issues were raised including the following:-
· The effect of the new variations on existing planning applications which are awaiting decision – planning applications are subject to the Development Plan in place at the time of the decision on the planning application.

· Differences between document presented at meeting and original document – changes are only in relation to page numbers.

· Agents should ensure planning applications are in accordance with current Development Plan before signing off on same.

· Replacement dwellings.

· Size of farm holdings.

It was then proposed by Councillor P. Savage, seconded by Councillor J. D’Arcy and agreed to accept the Managers responses and the amendments contained on pages 22, 23, 27, 28, 30, 56, 58, 59, 60, 61, 66 and 67 and to deal with all other variations separately.  Each other variation was then considered by the members and agreed subject to the following amendments:-

· In the case of replacement dwellings only where an applicant can prove conclusively that he purchased or entered a binding contract to purchase a house prior to the date on which the variations went on public display (31st May 2006) with the intention of applying for a replacement dwelling, the Planning Authority will bring a material contravention to a meeting of the council for consideration.

· In relation to the number of sites a landholder will be allowed in addition to those sites needed for his immediate family (children) in Control Zones 2 – 6 only a landowner will be entitled to:-

· 2 sites on a landholding of up to 10 acres.

· 3 sites on a landholding of between 10 and 20 acres.

· The maximum of 4 sites on a landholding larger than 20 acres.

It was then proposed by Councillor P. Savage and seconded by Councillor J. D’Arcy to adopt the proposed variations to the County Development Plan and the recommendations in the Managers Report subject to the amendments agreed at the meeting in relation to replacement dwellings and the number of sites allowed by a landholder.  A roll call was then taken, the result of which was as follows:-

For:
Cllrs. M. Bellew, D. Breathnach, T. Brennan, T. Clare, J. D’Arcy, S. Keelan, J. Lennon, J. Loughran, D. Lynch, F. McCoy, P. McGeough, F. Maher, K. Meenan, I. Munster, G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, T. Reilly, J. Ryan, P. Savage, T. Sharkey, O. Tully


Total: 22
Absent:
Cllrs. A. Donohoe, M. Grehan, J. McConville, J. Mulroy


Total: 4

Minute No. 89/06
Section 140
A short discussion took place on the Section 140 and G. Duffy, Senior Planner stated that this application was for a house on a very elevated site and that other sites had been suggested to the applicant by the Area Planner but turned down by the applicant.
The Section 140 was then proposed by Councillor F. McCoy and seconded by Councillor T. Reilly.  A roll call was then taken, the result of which was as follows:-

For:
Cllrs. M. Bellew, T. Brennan, T. Clare, J. D’Arcy, S. Keelan, J. Lennon, J. Loughran, D. Lynch, F. McCoy, P. McGeough, F. Maher, K. Meenan, G. Nash, K. O’Heiligh, T. Reilly, J. Ryan, P. Savage, T. Sharkey, O. Tully


Total: 19
Absent:
Cllrs. A. Donohoe, M. Grehan, J. McConville, J. Mulroy, I. Munster


Total: 5
Abstain:
Cllrs. D. Breathnach, M. O’Dowd


Total: 2
Accordingly, it was resolved to grant planning permission to Hugh Rooney (Ref. 06/653) subject to the conditions submitted with the Section 140 for a dwellinghouse at Funshog, Collon.

Minute No. 90/06

Material Contravention of the County Development Plan
A Material Contravention of the Collon Local Area Plan to facilitate the planning application by Cluid Housing Association for a housing scheme at Collon was proposed by Councillor P. Savage and seconded by Councillor T. Brennan.  A roll call vote was taken, the result of which was as follows:-
For:
Cllrs. M. Bellew, D. Breathnach, T. Brennan, T. Clare, J. D’Arcy, S. Keelan, J. Lennon, J. Loughran, D. Lynch, F. McCoy, P. McGeough, F. Maher, K. Meenan, I. Munster, G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, T. Reilly, J. Ryan, P. Savage, T. Sharkey, O. Tully

Total: 22
Absent:
Cllrs. A. Donohoe, M. Grehan, J. McConville, J. Mulroy


Total: 4

Minute No. 91/06

Proposed Variations to Dundalk & Environs Development Plan
Councillor S. Keelan stated that a number of issues on the proposed variation were raised at the meeting of Dundalk Town Council and G. Duffy stated that these issues could be raised by the members during the public consultation period.  Councillor T. Sharkey referred to a typographical error on page 7 which should read “Bothar an Iarnainn”.  It was then proposed by Councillor P. Savage, seconded by Councillor J. D’Arcy and agreed to proceed to public consultation with the proposed variations to the Dundalk and Environs Development Plans.
Minute No. 92/06

Construction of New Area Office facilities for Louth County Council and the Office of Public Works together with a new District Court facility for the Court Services
The report prepared under Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 for the construction of new Area Office facilities for Louth County Council and the Office of Public Works together with a new District Court Facility for the Court Services was approved on the proposal of Councillor P. Savage, seconded by Councillor F. McCoy.
Minute No. 93/06

Amendments to Ardee Pay Parking Bye-Laws (extension of Pay Parking Scheme)
The amendments to the Ardee Pay Parking Bye-Laws (extension of Pay Parking Scheme) were adopted on the proposal of Councillor F. McCoy, seconded by Councillor P. Savage.
Minute No. 94/06

Nomination of 2 Members to sit on the Anti-Racism and Development Plan Working Group
The following nominations were made for membership of the Anti-Racism and Development Plan Working Group.
Councillor P. McGeough was proposed by Councillor I. Munster and seconded by Councillor J. Loughran.

Councillor T. Reilly was proposed by Councillor F. McCoy and seconded by Councillor P. Savage.

Accordingly the two members selected to sit on the Anti-Racism and Development Plan Working Group were Councillor P. McGeough and Councillor T. Reilly.

Minute No. 95/06

Draft Heritage Plan
A Powerpoint Presentation on the draft Heritage Plan was given by the Heritage Officer, Brendan McSherry.  A discussion followed during which the following issues were raised:-
· Definition of heritage.

· Protection and enhancement of monuments in Dromiskin Graveyard.

· Protection of Ardee bog.

· Request for feasibility study on walkway from Soldiers Point to Blackrock to be forwarded to the members – this is a matter for Dundalk Town Council.

· Need to re-vamp Dunmahon Castle and Roche Castle.

· Place-names in Irish and English along roadsides.

· Amenity Grant – Faughart Graveyard.

· Whitworth monument buried in Tullyallen.

It was then approved by the members to proceed to public consultation with the draft Heritage Plan on the proposal of Councillor P. Savage, seconded by Councillor T. Reilly.

Minute No. 96/06
SPC Chairpersons Reports
Housing, Community & Economic Development SPC – Councillor D. Breathnach informed the members that the committee at their meeting held on 12th June received a presentation on the Heritage Plan and also considered the draft policy on the naming of estates, the Community Safety Policy and the issue of homelessness.
Planning SPC – Councillor S. Keelan advised the members that the SPC at their meeting on 19th June dealt with 2 issues:-

· Proposed variation to the Dundalk and Environs Development Plan in relation to lands at Mullaharlin.

· Guidelines on public consultation of Development Plans.

Minute No. 97/06

Water Services – Draft Assessment of Needs 2007 - 2014
Following a short discussion covering issues such as the capacity of some schemes, water leakages, the shellfish directive and the need to boost water pressure to areas on high ground, the draft Assessment of Needs was noted by the members thus allowing it to proceed to public consultation.
Minute No. 98/06

Housing Progress Report 
The Housing Progress Report was noted by the members.
Minute No. 99/06

Roads and Marine Progress Report 

Members noted the contents of the report and a discussion followed which raised the following issues:-

· Noise on Greyacre Road.

· Completion date for Blackrock Main Street.

· Weeds/Ragwork along Motorway.

· Update on Drogheda Northern Cross Route.

· Annaskeagh junction.

· Upgrading of Gaulstown Road.

· Need for full-time Road Safety Officer.

· Advertising hoardings in fields.
Minute No. 100/06

NOTICES OF MOTIONS 

From Councillor Tomás Sharkey
.
 “Co-operation and Working Together is a cross border body, formed in 1992 when the North Eastern and North Western Health Boards in the Republic of Ireland (known as the Health Service Executive as of 1 January 2005) and the Southern and Western Health and Social Services Boards in the North of Ireland agreed to cooperate in improving the health and social well being of their resident populations.
I propose that this council invites representations from CAWT to make a presentation to a full monthly meeting”
The motion was proposed by Councillor T. Sharkey and seconded by Councillor J. Ryan with the proviso that the representatives from CAWT would only speak on health matters.  Following disagreement by some members, a show of hands was called for on the issue with 6 members voting in favour of the motion and 2 against.  Accordingly it was agreed that representatives from CAWT would be invited to attend a full monthly meeting to speak on health matters.
Minute No. 101/06
NOTICE OF QUESTIONS
From Councillor Tomás Sharkey

How much money was spent by the combined Louth Local

Authorities on advertisements in each of the local newspapers and

also on LMFM radio?”

The response was noted by Councillor Sharkey.

Minute No. 102/06
Conferences

Approval was given to the attendance of members at conferences as set out hereunder:-
	6th – 8th July 06
	Kadenza Consultancies 
	Local Government Planning Service
	Baltimore, West Cork
	T. Reilly
F. McCoy

O. Tully

T. Brennan

J. D’Arcy

	2nd – 8th July 06
	Synge Summer School Committee
	Synge Summer School
	Rathdrum, Co. Wicklow
	D. Breathnach



That concluded the meeting.
Signed:
____________________


Date: ________________

                      Chairperson

