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LOUTH           COUNTY           COUNCIL

Minutes of Council Meeting of Louth County Council held in Council Chamber, County Hall on Monday 16th January 2006 at 10.00am
In attendance:   
Cathaoirleach:   
Councillor P. Savage

Other Members:
Councillors M. Bellew, D. Breathnach, T. Brennan, T. Clare, J. D’Arcy, A. Donohoe, M. Grehan, S. Keelan, J. Lennon, J. Loughran, J. McConville, F. McCoy, P. McGeough, F. Maher, K. Meenan, J. Mulroy, I. Munster, G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, T. Reilly, J. Ryan, P. Savage, T. Sharkey, O. Tully


Officials:

Ms M. Moloney, County Manager





Mr. J. McGuinness, Director of Services






Ms J. Martin, Director of Services






Mr. M. Curran, Director of Services






Mr. A. Davis, Head of Finance






Ms R. Kenny, Director of Services






Ms C. Moss, Senior Executive Officer






Mr. P. Donnelly, Senior Executive Officer







Mr. P. Fitzsimons, Senior Executive Officer






Ms E. O’Callaghan, Senior Executive Planner





Mr. P. Fallon, Senior Engineer

--------------------------------------

Minute No. 1/06
MInutes
The minutes of the meeting held on 6th December 2005 were proposed by Councillor F. Maher and seconded by Councillor S. Keelan.
The minutes of the meeting held on 7th December 2005 were proposed by Councillor S. Keelan and seconded by Councillor M. Bellew.

Minute No. 149/05

Matters Arising

Councillor K. O’Heiligh asked that bullet point 3 – “phasing of development” be amended to read as follows:-

“No phasing of development shall be considered on the reserved attenuation area until detailed flow/flood studies over an extended time period (5 years) finds it feasible and safe to do so”.

The amendment was agreed by the members.

It was proposed by Councillor T. Sharkey that a copy of all correspondence being sent out by the Meetings Administrator as a consequence of a decision taken at the meeting be attached to the following months agenda.  This was agreed by C. Moss, Meetings Administrator.
Minute No. 2/06
Material Contravention of the County Development Plan
On the proposal of Councillor F. McCoy, seconded by Councillor T. Reilly and following a roll call vote it was agreed to materially contravene the County Development Plan to enable the granting of planning permission with conditions to John and Michelle Hennessy.
For:
Councillors M. Bellew, D. Breathnach, T. Brennan, T. Clare, J. D’Arcy, A. Donohoe, M. Grehan, S. Keelan, J. Lennon, J. Loughran, F. McCoy, P. McGeough, F. Maher, K. Meenan, J. Mulroy, I. Munster, G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, T. Reilly, J. Ryan, P. Savage, T. Sharkey, O. Tully

Total:  24
Absent:
Councillors D. Lynch, J. McConville
Accordingly it was resolved to materially contravene the County Development Plan to enable the granting of planning permission, with conditions, to John and Michelle Hennessy for a development consisting of dwellinghouse, detached domestic garage, waste water treatment system and percolation area at Churchtown, Ardee, Co. Louth. 

Councillor D. Breathnach then referred to a report he received from the applicants engineers and agreed to forward same to the planning section for their comments.
Minute No. 3/06
Section 54 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 – Deletion from the record of Protected Structures in the County Development Plan 2003-2009 – 4 semi detached cottages at Haynestown
It was proposed by Councillor J. D’Arcy, seconded by Councillor S. Keelan and agreed to delete 4 semi detached cottages at Haynestown from the record of protected structures in the County Development Plan 2003-2009 in accordance with Section 54 of the Planning and Development Act 2000. 
Minute No. 4/06
Proposed extension to Ardee Pay Parking to go on public display
The proposal to place on display the proposed extension to Ardee pay parking was proposed by Councillor F. McCoy, seconded by Councillor T. Reilly and noted by the members.
Minute No. 5/06
Nominations to the Regional Health Forum
Councillors noted the requirement to elect 4 members of the local authority to the Regional Health Forum – Dublin and North East in accordance with the Health Act 2004 (Regional Health Forums) Regulations 2005.
Councillors T. Sharkey, J. Loughran, K. Meenan, I. Munster, P. McGeough, K. O’Heiligh and G. Nash formed a group to elect Councillor T. Sharkey.

Councillor J. D’Arcy then proposed Councillor T. Brennan and this was seconded by Councillor O. Tully.  
Councillor D. Breathnach was then proposed by Councillor J. Mulroy, seconded by Councillor T. Reilly. 
 Councillor F. McCoy was then proposed by Councillor O. Tully, seconded by Councillor T. Brennan. 
 Councillor F. Maher was then proposed by Councillor D. Breathnach, seconded by Councillor S. Keelan.  
Councillor O. Tully then withdrew his proposal of Councillor F. McCoy.  
The proposal of Councillors D. Breathnach, T. Brennan and F. Maher was then agreed by the members present.

Accordingly, Councillor T. Sharkey, T. Brennan, D. Breathnach and F. Maher were elected to the Dublin and North East Regional Health Forum in accordance with the Health Act 2004 (Regional Health Forums) Regulations 2005.
Minute No. 6/06
SPC Chairpersons Report
Infrastructure
Councillor J. Lennon informed the members that the SPC Committee considered the proposed extension to Ardee Pay Parking and discussed the need for a facility for long term parking.  The amendment to the County Louth Speed Limit By-Laws was also reviewed by the committee.

Minute No. 7/06
Roads Progress Report
Members noted the contents of the report and a brief discussion took place which raised the following issues:-
· Signs at Rockmarshall not robust enough and consequently removed.

· Hydrographical survey in Carlingford Harbour.

· Need for signage on motorway indicating the direction of Carlingford.
· The effect of the road closure at Feede Cross on service provided by CIE.

· Legal agreement on North Drogheda environs.

· Congratulations given on work completed on Station Road, Castlebellingham.

· Bus shelters for school children – request for Director to report back on the issue.

· Need for realignment at Sheepgrange junction on Drogheda/Shore Road.

· Are sound barriers agreed at Monasterboice interchange – only those stated in original EIS.
· Need for reflectors on fence at Mullacrew.

· Need for green bollards at Hilltop Terrace, Ardee and Ashfield.

Minute No. 8/06
Notices of Motion
From Councillor P. McGeough
“That this council carries out the necessary work required to prevent the ongoing problem of serious flooding which occurs in St. Olivers Park, Kilsaran, Castlebellingham”.

Councillor P. McGeough noted the response and stated that he would be satisfied when the work was completed.
Minute No. 9/06
Notices of Question
11.1
From Councillor K. Meenan
“Is the Manager concerned that the public open space management clause on page 39 of the Draft Dundalk South West Local Area Plan may be found to be against existing legislation?”

Councillor K. Meenan noted the response to the question.

11.2    From Councillor K. Meenan
”What correspondence has this council had with the Department of Education and Science for the provision of Primary and Secondary level  schools within the Dundalk South West Local Area Plan Area?

The response to the question was noted by Councillor K. Meenan.

Minute No. 10/06
Housing Progress Report
Members noted the contents of the report and a brief discussion took place which raised the following issues:-

· Commencement of work on housing scheme in Blackrock.

· Whether the proposed houses at Lavin Park could be transferred to voluntary housing groups.

· The need to review the condition of council housing throughout the year.
Minute No. 11/06
Correspondence
The motion from Balbriggan Town Council was discussed and the suggestion made that the information should be forwarded prior to the estate being taken in charge.

Minute No. 12/06
Any Other Business

Resulting from the delays in the postal system, Councillor M. Grehan requested that the legality of dealing with the order of business without having received by post an agenda be checked with the Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government.
Minute No. 13/06

Conference Approval

Approval was given to the attendance of members at conferences as set out hereunder:-

	27th – 29th January 2006
	Cumann Merriman
	Merriman Winter School 2006
	Westport, Co. Mayo
	J. Ryan

M. O’Dowd

M. Bellew


Signed: _________________

Date: ________________

               Cathaoirleach

