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                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       LOUTH           COUNTY           COUNCIL

Minutes of Council Meeting of Louth County Council held in Council Chamber, County Hall on Monday 20th February 2006 at 10.00am
In attendance:   
Cathaoirleach:   
Councillor P. Savage

Other Members:
Councillors M. Bellew, D. Breathnach, T. Brennan, T. Clare, J. D’Arcy, A. Donohoe, M. Grehan, S. Keelan, J. Lennon, J. Loughran, D. Lynch, J. McConville, F. McCoy, P. McGeough, F. Maher, K. Meenan, J. Mulroy, I. Munster, G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, T. Reilly, J. Ryan, P. Savage, T. Sharkey, O. Tully


Officials:

Ms M. Moloney, County Manager





Mr. M. Curran, Director of Services





Ms R. Kenny, Director of Services






Mr. J. McGuinness, Director of Services






Ms J. Martin, Director of Services






Mr. B. Lynch, Financial Accountant 






Ms M. Murtagh, Senior Executive Officer






Ms C. Moss, Senior Executive Officer






Mr. G. Duffy, Senior Planner






Mr. P. Fitzsimons, Senior Executive Officer






Mr. P. Donnelly, Senior Executive Officer






Mr. P. Fallon, Senior Engineer





Mr. T. Savage, Executive Planner






Ms T. McArdle, C&E Development Officer






Mr. B. Baxter, IS Project Leader

--------------------------------------

Minute No. 14/06
Minutes
The minutes of the meeting held on 16th January 2006 were adopted on the proposal of Councillor T. Reilly, seconded by Councillor J. Lennon.
The minutes of the SPC meeting and area meetings were noted by the members.

Minute No. 15/06
Date for April Meeting
Members agreed to hold their April meeting on 10th April 2006.
Minute No. 16/06
Vote of Congratulations
A vote of congratulations was proposed by Councillor D. Lynch to Councillor J. D’Arcy on his recent nomination to contest the Dáil election in Louth on behalf of Fine Gael.
Minute No. 17/06
Nomination of Member for Border Regional Authority to replace Councillor T. Sharkey.
Councillor T. Sharkey proposed Councillor J. Loughran for the position and this proposal was seconded by Councillor P. McGeough and agreed by the members.
Minute No. 18/06
SPC Chairpersons Report
Environment – The Chairman Councillor M. Bellew advised the members that the Environment SPC at their meeting on 26th January received a presentation from Ollan Herr on the Nova Scotia Waste Resource/Reuse Strategy and gave a brief synopsis of same.  He also referred to the workshop which took place at the meeting on the Litter Management Plan.
Housing, Economic, Community & Enterprise – The Chairman Councillor D. Breathnach informed the members of the items discussed at the Housing, Economic, Community & Enterprise SPC held on 6th February which included a review of the achievements in 2005 under the Traveller Accommodation Programme, a revisit to the scheme for the allocation of affordable housing.  The committee also received presentations on volunteerism, the review of the County Development Board Strategy, the Anti-Racism & Diversity Policy and they adopted the work programme for 2006.
Minute No. 19/06
County Development Board Action Plan 2006-2008
A presentation on the Action Plan was given by M. Curran, Director of Services.  A short discussion ensued which included the following:-
· All staff and elected members involved in review commended.

· Details on progress made to avoid overlapping by agencies.

· Possibility of councils’ own in-house bi-lingual policy – on Corporate SPC agenda for 2006.

Minute No. 20/06
Variation of the Dundalk & Environs Development Plan 2003-2009
T. Savage, Executive Planner advised the members that no submissions were received on the proposed variations and gave details of the proposed recommendations on the 5 proposed variations.

A discussion ensued which raised the following issues:-

· The portion of lands east and south of the disused roadway known as “Sidella” includes a graveyard which should be protected – G. Duffy, Senior Planner agreed to identify graveyard and include policy statement protecting same from any development.

· Ownership of “Sidella” grounds.

· Discussion on variations at area committee level.

· Effect of inclusion of school on open space allocation.

· Funding for infrastructure.

Proposed variation no. 1 – the Managers recommendation was proposed by Councillor D. Breathnach, seconded by Councillor T. Clare and agreed by the members.

Proposed variation no. 2 – the Managers recommendation was proposed by Councillor P. Savage, seconded by Councillor F. McCoy and agreed.

Proposed variation no. 3 – the Managers recommendation was proposed by Councillor D. Breathnach, seconded by Councillor F. McCoy and agreed.

Proposed variation no. 4 – the Managers recommendation was proposed by Councillor D. Breathnach, seconded by Councillor J. D’Arcy and agreed.

Proposed variation no. 5 – the Managers recommendation was proposed by Councillor D. Breathnach, seconded by Councillor F. McCoy and agreed.

Minute No. 21/06
Dundalk South West Local Area Plan
A summary on the submissions received was given by T. Savage, Executive Planner.
As submissions numbers 1-8 were merely acknowledgements from statutory bodies it was agreed to proceed to consider the remaining submissions.
Submission no. 9 (G. Coleman) – the Managers recommendation was agreed by the members.

Submission no. 10 (J. D’Arcy) – the Managers recommendation was agreed by the members.

Submission no. 11 (Dundalk Grammar School) – a lengthy discussion took place on the process involved and the members ability to rezone land with G. Duffy, Senior Planner responding by stating that this Local Area Plan process could not amend the zoning of lands in the Dundalk and Environs Plan as the Local Area Plan must be consistent with the policies and objectives of the Development Plan.  It was then proposed by Councillor M. Grehan and seconded by Councillor T. Reilly to obtain a legal opinion on the whole Local Area Plan and process.  This was put to a roll call vote the result of which was as follows:-

For:
Cllrs. M. Grehan, J. Loughran, P. McGeough, K. Meenan, I. Munster, M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, T. Reilly, T. Sharkey


TOTAL:  9

Against:
Cllrs. M. Bellew, D. Breathnach, T. Brennan, T. Clare, J. D’Arcy, A. Donohoe, S. Keelan, J. Lennon, D. Lynch, J. McConville, F. Maher, J. Mulroy, G. Nash, P. Savage

TOTAL:  14

Absent:
Cllr. O. Tully


TOTAL:  1

Abstain:
Cllrs. F. McCoy, J. Ryan


TOTAL:  2

Accordingly the proposal to obtain a legal opinion on the whole Local Area Plan and process was defeated.
The Managers recommendation subject to a change in the wording in the Managers response of “a local plan” to “this local plan” was then proposed by Councillor J. D’Arcy, seconded by Councillor D. Breathnach and agreed.

Submission no. 12 – the Managers recommendation was proposed by Councillor D. Breathnach, Seconded by Councillor M. Bellew and agreed.

Submission no. 13 – the Managers recommendation was proposed by Councillor J. McConville, seconded by Councillor D. Breathnach and agreed.

Submission no. 14 – was proposed by Councillor S. Keelan, seconded by Councillor T. Brennan and agreed.

Submission no. 15 – was proposed by Councillor S. Keelan, seconded by Councillor J. D’Arcy and agreed by the majority of members.  Councillor M. Grehan wished to voice her dissension on this issue.

Submission no. 16 – Councillor J. D’Arcy asked that the phasing issue in submission 16, 19 and 21 be considered together and proposed that the phasing arrangements associated with the lands contained within the area outlined in Dundalk South West Local Area Plan be removed and this proposal was seconded by Councillor M. Grehan.

A discussion on phasing ensued culminating in a roll call vote being taken on the proposal of Councillor J. D’Arcy, seconded by Councillor M. Grehan the result of which was as follows:-

For:
Cllrs. M. Bellew, T. Brennan, T. Clare, J. D’Arcy, M. Grehan, S. Keelan, J. Lennon, J. Loughran, D. Lynch, F. McCoy, P. McGeough, F. Maher, K. Meenan, T. Reilly, P. Savage


TOTAL:  15

Against:
Cllrs. A. Donohoe, J. McConville, I. Munster, M. O’Dowd, J. Ryan, O. Tully



TOTAL:  6

Absent:
Cllrs. G. Nash, T. Sharkey



TOTAL:  2

Abstain:
Cllrs. D. Breathnach, J. Mulroy, K. O’Heiligh



TOTAL:  3

Accordingly it was resolved to remove the phasing arrangements associated with the lands contained within the area outlined in Dundalk South West Local Area Plan be removed from the plan.

Submission no. 17 – the Managers recommendation was proposed by Councillor T. Clare, seconded by Councillor J. McConville and agreed.

Submission no. 18 – Councillor J. D’Arcy raised the issue of the size and suitability of this site for a park and ride facility as there is presently planning permission for warehousing on the site.  G. Duffy, Senior Planner stated that the park and ride facility was connected with the proposed new railway station and accordingly location tied.  Following a further discussion on the matter, Councillor J. D’Arcy proposed that the manager’s recommendation be approved subject to a reduction in size of the area designated for the park and ride facility and this was seconded by Councillor D. Breathnach and agreed.
Submission no. 19 – the Managers recommendation with the exception of phasing was proposed by Councillor J. D’Arcy, seconded by Councillor M. Grehan and agreed.

Submission no. 20 – following clarification on the open space allocated, the Managers recommendation was proposed by Councillor J. McConville, seconded by Councillor J. D’Arcy and agreed by the members with the exception of Councillor M. Grehan.

Submission no. 21 – the Managers recommendation, with the exception of phasing was proposed by Councillor T. Brennan, seconded by Councillor J. McConville and agreed.

Submission no. 22 – the Managers recommendation was proposed by Councillor J. D’Arcy, seconded by Councillor S. Keelan and agreed with the exception of Councillor M. Grehan.
Submission no. 23 – the Managers recommendation was proposed by Councillor J. D’Arcy, seconded by Councillor J. McConville and agreed.

Submission no. 24 – Councillor T. Sharkey proposed an amendment to the Managers recommendation as follows:-

“and that this council give preference to schools which are non fee paying” and this was seconded by Councillor J. D’Arcy.  The Managers recommendation with the above amendment and the amendment of the word “zoned” to “identified” in the Managers response was proposed by Councillor J. D’Arcy, seconded by Councillor J. McConville and agreed.

Submission no. 25 – the Managers recommendation as amended by letter from W. Walsh, Senior Executive Officer dated 16th February 2006 was proposed by Councillor J. D’Arcy, seconded by Councillor T. Reilly and agreed.

The overall plan was then proposed by Councillor T. Reilly, seconded by Councillor J. D’Arcy and agreed.  Councillor M. Grehan stated that she had problems with certain issues but not with the overall plan.  
Minute No. 22/06
Suspension of Standing Orders

It was proposed by Councillor J. McConville, seconded by Councillor J. Ryan to suspend Standing Orders to allow the meeting to continue to 2pm.

Minute No. 23/06
Roads & Marine Progress Report

Members noted the contents of the report and a discussion took place which raised the following issues:-

· 30km speed limit on certain roads.

· Results of sampling on Carlingford Harbour.

· Indication signs for Carlingford on M2.

· Completion of works on Clogherhead Pier.

· Legal agreement on Northern Environ of Drogheda.

· Sweeping of cycle land between Xerox and Fairways hotel.

· Update on Armagh interchange proposals.

· Feede road.

· Completion of works on Doolargy Road, Ravensdale.

· Progress on consultants report on roads and footpath at Tullyallen.

· Lighting at Burton Hall.

· Number of green and white bollards at junctions.

Minute No. 24/06
Date for March meeting

It was proposed by Councillor S. Keelan, seconded by Councillor D. Breathnach and agreed to hold the meeting on 13th March 2006.

Minute No. 25/06
Housing Progress Report

Following a request by Councillor K. Meenan, M. Curran, Director of Services agreed in relation to vacant houses to include details of house locations, date vacated and indicative date for reoccupation.
Minute No. 26/06
Correspondence – Letter from PJ Bradley SDLP, Northern Ireland Assembly
Councillor T. Sharkey referred to the motion detailed in the correspondence which was due to be debated by Newry and Mourne Council and proposed that Louth County Council forward a letter of support to the motion to the US Embassy and the Department of Foreign Affairs.  This was seconded by Councillor J. Ryan and agreed.

Minute No. 27/06
13.1
Notice of Motion – From Councillors P. McGeough, J. Lennon, T. Reilly & F. McCoy
“We the members of Ardee Electoral Area propose the motion that             Louth County Council provide and construct a footbridge at Tallanstown in the interest of safety for pedestrians”.

The motion was proposed by Councillor T. Reilly, seconded by Councillor J. Lennon and agreed.

Minute No. 28/06
14.1
Notice of Question – From Councillor Michael O’Dowd

“In the new Electoral Register what are the number of electors broken down into the five electoral areas of the Council and the number of councillors representing these areas?”

Councillor M. O’Dowd pointed out the variance in the number of electors in each electoral area and the number of councillors representing these areas and asked that this be relayed to the Minister for the Environment.
Minute No. 29/06
15.1
Notice of Motion – From Councillor T. Sharkey

“That this council write to An Taoiseach and An Táinaiste and Minister for Health expressing our support for their universal provision of medical cards to all residents in Ireland under the age of 18 years”.

Councillor T. Sharkey asked that an amendment be made to the motion thus amending the word “their universal provision” to “the universal provision”.  Councillor M. O’Dowd suggested that the issue of medical cards should be initially directed a those in need.  The Chairman called for a show of hands, the result of which was, 5 members for and 4 against the motion.  Accordingly the motion was carried.
Minute No. 30/06
16.1
Notice of Question – From Councillor T. Sharkey

“What meetings, representations and plans have been made regarding the upgrading of the Castleblaney Road and will any works take place this year or in 2007?”

Following a request by Councillor T. Sharkey for a full comprehensive response on the matter, it was proposed by the Chairman Councillor P. Savage and agreed that the Director of Services and the Senior Engineer, P. Fallon would discuss the matter at the Area Committee.

16.2
Notice of Question – From Councillor T. Sharkey

“What plans does Louth County Council have to provide a footpath in Sheelagh?”

The response was noted by Councillor T. Sharkey.

Minute No. 31/06
17.1
Notice of Motion – From Councillor J. Loughran

“That the County Manager reports on the possibility of replacing diesel with bio-fuel in all vehicles operated by Louth County Council”.

Councillor J. Loughran noted the response and suggested that Louth County Council endeavour to take a more proactive approach on this issue and this was seconded by Councillor M. O’Dowd and agreed.
17.2
Notice of Motion – From Councillor J. Loughran

“That Saturday, Sunday and Bank Holiday service be provided by Litter Wardens and that they concentrate on preventing the burning of domestic and trade refuse and that the litter lo-call number be more widely advertised.”

The motion was proposed by Councillor J. Loughran, seconded by Councillor T. Brennan.  R. Kenny, Director of Services agreed to examine the costs involved etc. and return to the Councillors regarding same.
17.3
Notice of Motion – From Councillors T. Brennan & S. Keelan

“That Louth County Council operate the statutory process for giving effect to the attached petition/requisition”. 

Re:  Accommodation Works, Blind Hollow Road

We, the undersigned property owners, confirm hereby that we are in agreement that the above are to be completed by a cul-de-sac/turning-circle being created at the Bellew residence, the existing county road from this point to the motorway edge being abandoned by Louth County Council and the existing entrance to the McGeough lands being brought up to an appropriate finished standard.
Signed:     Anthony Bellew, Paddy Tiernan, Dermot McGeough, 
                  Paddy Muckian.
The motion was proposed Councillor T. Brennan, seconded by S. Keelan and agreed.  
Minute No. 32/06
Vote of Sympathy

A vote of sympathy to J. McGuinness, Director of Services on the death of his mother and to Councillor T. Brennan on the death of his uncle was proposed by Councillor P. Savage, seconded by Councillor S. Keelan.
Minute No. 33/06

Conference Approval

Approval was given to the attendance of members at conferences as set out hereunder:-

	3rd & 4th Feb 2006
	Kadenza Consultancies
	The Local Government Planning Service
	Clonmel, Co. Tipperary
	S. Keelan

A. Donohoe

J. Ryan

M. Bellew

	15th & 16th Feb 2006
	Wicklow Tourism & East Coast & Midlands Tourism, Wicklow Co. Co.
	Celtic Tourism Conference
	Newtownmountkennedy, Wicklow
	T. Sharkey

	10th & 11th Feb 2006
	AMAI
	Spring Seminar 2006
	Letterkenny, Co. Donegal
	S. Keelan

O. Tully

M. O’Dowd

J. Ryan

T. Reilly

J. Lennon

J. D’Arcy

	16th & 17th Feb 2006
	Mid West Regional Authority
	The Region & the NDP 2007- 2013 
	Ennis, Co. Clare
	S. Keelan
M. Bellew

J. Ryan

T. Reilly

J. Lennon

F. McCoy

T. Brennan

D. Breathnach

J. D’Arcy

O’Tully

	24th – 26th Feb 2006
	Colmcille Heritage Centre
	17th Colmcille Winter School
	Letterkenny, Co. Donegal
	S. Keelan
M. O’Dowd

J. Ryan

A. Donohoe

	21st Feb 2006
	Dept. Justice, Equality & Law Reform
	Seminar on Inter-Agency Co-operation in the provision of Services & Supports for Travellers
	Dublin Castle
	M. Bellew


Signed: _________________

Date: ________________

                Cathaoirleach

