LOUTH           COUNTY           COUNCIL

Minutes of Council Meeting of Louth County Council held in Muldoons, Ardee on Wednesday 13th December 2006 at 7.00pm
In attendance:   
Cathaoirleach:   
Councillor J. Lennon
Other Members:
Councillors: M. Bellew, T. Brennan, T. Clare, J. D’Arcy, A. Donohoe,  S. Keelan, J. Lennon, J. Loughran, D. Lynch, J. McConville, P. McGeough, F. Maher, J. Mulroy, I. Munster, G.  Nash,  K. O’Heiligh, T. Reilly,  P. Savage, T. Sharkey, O. Tully



Officials:

Ms M. Moloney, County Manager






Mr. M. Curran, Director of Services






Mr. T Davis, Director of Services






Ms R. Kenny, Director of Services






Mr. J. McGuinness, Director of Services






Ms J. Martin, Director of Services 






Mr. G. Duffy, Senior Planner






Mr. P. Fitzsimons, Senior Executive Officer






Mr. P. Donnelly, Senior Executive Officer






Mr. P. Fallon, Senior Engineer






Mr. W. Walsh, Senior Executive Officer






Mr. B. McSherry, Heritage Officer






Ms. R. Mc Auley, Accountant






Mr. B. Lynch, Accountant






Mr. R. McKenna, Senior Engineer





Mr. B. Eaton, Corporate Services

Apologies:
Councillors: D. Breathnach,  M.  Grehan,  K.  Meenan,  F.  McCoy,  M.  O’Dowd,  J.  Ryan.
--------------------------------------

Minute No. 155/06
Minutes

The minutes of the meeting held on 20th November 2006 at 10.00am were adopted on the proposal of Councillor O. Tully, seconded by Councillor P. Savage.
Minute No. 156/06
Matters Arising

Councillor T. Sharkey referred to Minute 147/06 from the previous Council Meeting, and asked that Part 5 Housing Progress Report be included to identify where houses are currently in construction.
Minute No. 157/06
For Approval and Adoption by Members- Report Prepared on Draft Harbour Bye-Laws

Mr. P. Donnelly presented the report and recommended to members the approval of the report together with the adoption of the Bye-Laws as per the report with an addition to the preamble to read “and section 17 of the Control of Dogs Act as amended”.
A discussion ensued and the following issues were raised:-

· Waste being discharged from vessels at sea and subsequently being washed onto our shores.

· The requirement of visiting boat owners to notify of their berthing to the local authority.

· Restrictions place on the waling of dogs on the pier.

· The prohibiting of swimming from moored vessels.

Mr. P. Donnelly responded to the issues confirming to the meeting that there was no intention in these Bye-Laws to prohibit swimming in the harbours and piers but swimming from moored vessels was to be discouraged.  The matter of waste, he confirmed, was to be dealt with by way of a Port Management Plan.  The restriction of dogs on the piers was addressed in the report as an amendment to the draft.  Mr. P. Donnelly clarified the need for the local authority to have some measure of control over visiting vessels some of whom have, in the past outstayed their welcome and caused a problem for other users of the facilities.
Adoption of the report with the amendment to the preamble, was proposed by Councillor P. Savage and seconded by Councillor J. McConville.

Minute No. 158/06
For Approval – Managers Report 8 No. Proposed Variations to the Dundalk & Environs Development Plan 2003-2009
Mr. G. Duffy,Senior P outlined the background to the proposed variations and gave details of each proposed variation and submission received. He confirmed that the variations had been adopted by Dundalk Town Council including modifications and additions proposed by Dundalk Cycling Alliance. He further advised that where the proposed variations included modifications/additions from that which was previously on public display that such modification/addition would require a further period of public consultation in order to permit landowners affected to make submissions on the proposal.

This was then proposed by Councillor P. Savage, seconded by Councillor O. Tully and agreed by the members.
Minute No. 159/06
Proposed Addition to the Record of Protected Structures – “Bleach House” Collon under Sections 54 & 55 of the Planning and Development Act 2000

Adoption of the Addition was proposed by Councillor P. Savage and seconded by Councillor O. Tully and agreed by the members.

Minute No. 160/06
Draft Heritage Plan – For Adoption by Members

Adoption of the Draft Heritage Plan was proposed by Councillor P. Savage and seconded by Councillor J. Mc Conville and agreed by the members.
Minute No. 161/06
Housing Progress Report

Approval of the Housing Progress Report was proposed by Councillor P. Savage and seconded by Councillor J. Mc Conville.
Minute No. 162/06
Roads and Marine Report
Ms. Joan Martin, Director of Service, presented the Roads and Marine Report.

Members expressed their disappointment that the lighting on the motorway under-bridges at the Carrick Road, Knockbridge Road and Armagh Road have yet to be switched on.  When the main line was opened, Ms J. Martin in response stated that it is normal practice to open a road when the main line is completed and that discussions are ongoing with the ESB to have the lighting switched on.
Councillor T. Sharkey proposed that the council write to the NRA, to put pressure on Celtic Roads Group and to suggest that they be financially penalised.  This proposal was seconded by Councillor S. Keelan.  A vote was then taken where the motion was passed.

Minute No. 163/06
Vote of Sympathy

Councillor G. Nash expressed his condolences to the relatives and friends of the later Ms. Rose Hickey, well known political activist in the Dunleer area.  Councillor P. Mc Geough echoed these sentiments.

Councillor P. McGeough expressed his condolences to the wife and family of the later Mr. John Matthews, member of Annagassan Harbour Committee.

Minute No. 164/06
Correspondence
Letter from the Office of the Minister for Education and Science – 01/12/06:-
A short discussion ensued in which it was revealed that 13,000 students didn’t accept offers from the CAO for the current academic year.  There was also debate about lowering the age of the mature student category.

Conferences
Approval was given to the attendance of Councillors J. McConville, A. Donohoe and P. Savage at the 18th National Tourism Conference in Co. Clare.
Minute No. 165/06
Notice of Motion
8.1 From Cllr Jacqui McConville

“That Louth County Council in partnership with B.I.M. explore the idea of creating the first environmentally friendly fishing harbour in the county at Port Oriel, Clogherhead”
Councillor J. Mc Conville spoke on the benefits of creating an environmentally friendly fishing port in Port Oriel.  A short discussion followed whereby her fellow Councillors were collectively positive on the idea.  

Minute No. 166/06
Retirement of Mr Padraig Fallon, Senior Engineer
Councillor J. Lennon informed the meeting that Mr. P. Fallon, Senior Engineer, is due to retire on December 22nd.  A number of Councillors acknowledged the contribution which Padraig has made to the County and wished him and his family well in the future.  The County Manager, Ms. M. Maloney, echoed these sentiments on behalf of the staff of the County Council.  Mr. P. Fallon responded and thanked the members for their comments and their co-operation during his time with Louth County Council.  Mr. P. Fallon was given a standing ovation by the attendees of the meeting.
That concluded the meeting.
Signed:
____________________


Date: ________________

                      Chairperson

