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LOUTH           COUNTY           COUNCIL

Minutes of Council Meeting of Louth County Council held in Council Chamber, County Hall, Dundalk on Monday 17th October, 2005. 
In attendance:     Cathaoirleach:   
Councillor P. Savage

        Other Members:
Cllrs:    M. Bellew,   D. Breathnach, 

T. Brennan, T. Clare, J. D'Arcy, A.       Donohoe, M. Grehan, S. Keelan, J. Lennon, J. Loughran, D. Lynch, J. McConville, F. McCoy, P. McGeough, F. Maher, J. Mulroy, I. Munster, G. Nash, M. O’Dowd,  K. O’Heiligh,  T. Reilly, J. Ryan, T. Sharkey, O. Tully.                                                            




Officials:

M. Moloney, County Manager







R. Kenny, Director of Services






J. Martin, Director of Services







J. McGuinness, Director of Services







T. Davis, Head of Finance







M. Curran, Director of Services







P. Fitzsimons, Senior Executive Officer







C. Moss, Senior Executive Officer







P. Donnelly, Senior Executive Officer







M. O’Callaghan, Senior Engineer







G. Duffy, Senior Planner

H. Divilly, GIS Co-Ordinator
T. Savage, Executive Planner

Minute No. 111/05
Section 140 Withdrawal of enforcement proceedings against the four community volunteers
On the proposal of Councillor S. Keelan, seconded by Councillor J. Loughran it was agreed to defer this motion until the November meeting.

Minute No. 112/05
NOTICES OF MOTION
13.5 From Councillor T. Brennan

“That Louth County  Council support a call for an independent enquiry into the un-lawful killing of Cooley Farmer Tom Oliver.”

On the proposal of Councillor T. Brennan seconded by Councillor F. McCoy it was agreed to defer this motion until the next meeting.
Minute No. 113/05
Minutes
The minutes of the meeting held on 19th September was proposed by Councillor T. Brennan and seconded by Councillor T. Clare.  One amendment was agreed at the meeting:-
Minute No. 96/05

The roll call vote to record Councillor K. Meenan voting against the motion.

The minutes of the Area Committee Meetings and SPC meetings were noted by the members.

Minute No. 114/05
Section 183 Notices
(a)
A sale of lands at Ash Walk, Ardee discussion took place on the sale with queries on the value placed on the site and the possible future rezoning of the site and public awareness of the sale.   It was then proposed by Councillor T. Reilly and seconded by Councillor F. McCoy to put the site out to public tender. The Manager informed the members that:-
a) A portion of the site will form part of the new proposed roadway.

b) A further section of the site contains the remains of the Ardee town wall which is of significant archaeological interest and upon which no development is permitted.
c) The sale of the land is subject to the developer making available 70 public car parking spaces.

Accordingly she advised that the actual land being sold is circa 1 acre and the value recommended by the auctioneer/valuer is €1.2m and she urged the members to facilitate the sale. 

Councillor T. Clare proposed that the motion be deferred until the next meeting and this was seconded by Councillor A. Donohoe.  A roll call on deferring the motion was then taken the result of which is as follows:-

For:
Cllrs:
M. Bellew, T. Brennan, T. Clare, J. D’Arcy, A. Donohoe, M. Grehan, S. Keelan, J. Lennon, J. Loughran, D. Lynch, J. McConville, F. McCoy, P. McGeough, F. Maher, J. Mulroy, I. Munster, M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, T. Reilly, J. Ryan, T. Sharkey, O. Tully
Total:  22


Against:
Cllrs:
D. Breathnach, P. Savage


Absent:
Cllrs:
K. Meenan, G. Nash
A roll call was then taken to put the sale of the site out to public tender.  The result of the vote was as follows:-

Against:
Cllrs:
M. Bellew, D. Breathnach, T. Brennan, T. Clare, A. Donohoe, M. Grehan, S. Keelan, J. Lennon, J. Loughran, D. Lynch, J. McConville, F. McCoy, P. McGeough, F. Maher, J. Mulroy, I. Munster, G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, T. Reilly, J. Ryan, P. Savage, T. Sharkey, O. Tully



Total:
24

Accordingly it was agreed to defer the issue until the November meeting.

(b)
The leasing of lands at Clogherhead Car Park, Clogherhead in accordance with the terms of notice dated 3rd October, 2005 was approved on the proposal of Councillor O. Tully seconded by Councillor J. McConville.  
Minute No. 115/05

Date for Annual Budget Meeting
It was proposed by Councillor J. McConville seconded by Councillor F. Maher and agreed to hold the budget meeting on 6th December at 6.00pm.  It was also agreed that preparatory briefings would be given by A. Davis, Head of Finance to the members at the Local Area Meetings if practicable.
Minute No. 116/05

Dundalk South West Local Area Plan
A powerpoint presentation on the draft plan was given by T. Savage, Executive Planner.  A discussion on the various elements of the plan took place which included the following:-
· A request for some flexibility in the proposed phasing.

· The need for a substantial green area in Priorland east.

· Provision of primary schools at an early stage.

· Need to be proactive in requesting a 2nd level school in the area.

· Need for key discreet objectives for the Blackrock/Haggardstown area.

· Need to be proactive in obtaining city status for Dundalk.

· Development levies and the obtaining of Department funding for the provision of infrastructure.

It was then proposed by Councillor D. Breathnach seconded by Councillor M. Grehan and agreed that the draft plan should go on public display.
Minute No. 117/05

Public Relations Committee
The following nominations were made for membership of the Public Relations Committee:-
Councillor J. Loughran was proposed by Councillor T. Sharkey and seconded by Councillor P. McGeough.
Councillor A. Donohoe was proposed by Councillor O. Tully and seconded by Councillor J. Lennon.

A roll call vote was taken the result of which was as follows:-

For Councillor J. Loughran:
Cllrs:
M. Bellew, J. Loughran, P. McGeough, I. Munster, J. Ryan, T. Sharkey



Total:   6
For Councillor A. Donohoe:
Cllrs: 
D. Breathnach, T. Brennan, J. D’Arcy, A. Donohoe, S. Keelan, J. Lennon, D. Lynch, J. McConville, F. McCoy, F. Maher, M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, T. Reilly, P. Savage, O. Tully
Total: 15
Absent:
Cllrs: 
T. Clare, M. Grehan, K. Meenan, J. Mulroy, G. Nash
Accordingly Councillor A. Donohoe was selected to sit on the Public Relations Committee.
Minute No. 118/05

SPC
Planning

S. Keelan reported that the Planning SPC received a presentation on the geographical information system at their meeting on 26th September.  A number of draft documents which were prepared by the Planning Office for the guidance of members of the public to assist applicants intending to lodge planning applications for single rural dwellings were also circulated and discussed.

Environment

M. Bellew informed the members that the issues discussed at the Environment SPC meeting of 26th September were the proposed replacement Waste Management Plan, the management of the bring banks and the need to provide a service for the collection/recycling of green waste

Minute No. 119/05
Policy on Tenant Participation in Estate Management
A powerpoint presentation was given by M. Capplis, Social Inclusion Officer on tenant participation in Estate Management.  Following a discussion wherein a number of issues were raised including anti-social behaviour, collection of rents and the need for money to be made available for the development of estates, the policy was endorsed by the members.
Minute No. 120/05

Notice of Motion from Councillors P. Savage and S. Keelan
13.2
“That this council give us an update on any proposals with either Louth County Council or the Department to upgrade the Dundalk Castleblayney Road or that portion for which this authority has responsibility particularly the section from Rathmore to five miles north of that location.”
Councillor S. Keelan referred to the danger on this road at present and requested that monies be made available to address the problem in the 2006 estimates.  Councillor T. Sharkey drew attention to the fact that the Dundalk/Castleblayney road is now the preferred option of Monaghan County Council for the east/west corridor.  Councillor D. Breathnach agreed that there was a need to expend a substantial amount of money at Rathmore but that consideration should also be given to the Dundalk/Carrickmacross road.  J. Martin, Director of Services stated that a submission to the NRA was being prepared requesting monies for the entire Dundalk/Castleblayney road and that the original agreed route for the east/west corridor included the Dundalk/Carrickmacross road.
Minute No. 121/05

Suspension of Standing Orders
It was proposed by Councillor J. D’Arcy seconded by Councillor T. Brennan and agreed to suspend standing orders to allow the meeting to continue until 2.30pm.
Minute 122/05

Roads & Marine Report
Members noted the contents of the report and a discussion followed which raised the following issues:-
· Water lying on roundabout on Dundalk Western Bypass.
· Need for costings on pedestrian bridge at Termonfeckin.

· Realignment of road at Kilcurry school.

· Road signage.

· Road works at new housing scheme at Cappocksgreen.

· Legal agreement for the provision of infrastructure in Drogheda Northern Environs.
· Poor public lighting at junction to access motorway on Dunleer-Collon road.

· Gateway signs at Blakestown Cross.

· Remedial works in An Riain housing estate in Annagassan to address sewerage issue.

· Request for legal opinion to be sought on exceptions to be given to annual charge of €600 on existing fingerpost signs.

· Financing of road improvements on Rock Road, Blackrock.

· Low cost safety measures on road realignment at Tullyallen school.

· Odour in Drogheda.

· Low cost bus shelters.

· Standard height for signage at roundabouts.

· Anti-skid pads on hills at Monasterboice junction.

Minute 123/05

Notices of Motion from Councillor K. Meenan
13.3   (a)
“That a full Housing Progress Report be included in the council agenda and that this report is updated monthly.”
It was agreed that a report would be issued to members with the agenda to the members with effect from the November meeting.

13.3 (b)
“That a comprehensive report on unfinished private estates be circulated to councillors.”

It was agreed that the schedule of estates which may be subject to the Taking in Charge procedure which was being prepared by the infrastructural section would be made available to the members when completed.

Minute 124/05

Notices of Question 
14.1 From Councillor J. Loughran


“What energy and resource conservation measures will be included in the new housing scheme planned by this council for Carlingford?”
Councillor J. Loughran expressed his satisfaction with the reply given to the question on the agenda and asked only that the inclusion of solar panels be considered. 

14.2
From Councillor P. McGeough

“Regarding minute 79/05, will a written report be provided to the Councillors in relation to the option of including a roundabout on the new road at Dromiskin?”

Councillor P. McGeough expressed his satisfaction with the reply given to the question in the agenda.

14.3
From Councillor I. Munster

(a)
“Regarding minute 84/05, will a written report be provided to the Councillors in relation to the meeting held with residents in Clogherhead to discuss traffic calming measures?”

(b)
“Regarding minute 83/05, will a written report be provided to Councillors detailing the type, location and number of traffic claming measures to be incorporated into the housing scheme at Termonfeckin?”

(c)
“Can the Manager give a detailed account of the issues which have been causing the delay in the provision of a Civic Amenity Centre in Drogheda and also detail correspondence with Minister Roche on this matter?”

Councillor I. Munster expressed her satisfaction with the replies given to the questions in the agenda.

14.4
From Councillor T. Sharkey

(a)
“On what grounds is Louth County Council planning section opposed to domestic wind turbines?”
(b)
“Where exactly was land acquired by this council at Rathmore to upgrade the Castleblayney road and what were the original plans for this scheme and will the Councillors be given a copy of this document?”

Councillor T. Sharkey noted the replies given to the questions in the agenda.
Minute No. 125/05
Conference Approval

Approval was given to the attendance of members at conferences as set out hereunder:-
	5th – 7th October 2005
	Cumann an Phiarsaigh
	Conference on Planning
	Killybegs
	O. Tully

	4th – 5th November 2005
	LAMA
	Annual Winter Seminar
	Letterkenny
	O. Tully
D. Lynch

	10th – 12th November 2005
	Dundalk Town Council
	Community Safety Conference
	Dundalk
	J. Ryan
S. Keelan

M. Bellew

P. McGeough

	27th October 2005
	Dundalk Chamber of Commerce
	Growing Dundalk – After the Bypass
	Dundalk
	T. Brennan

	21st October 2005
	County Carlow Chamber of Commerce
	Reform of Local Government Financing
	Tullow, Co. Carlow
	T. Brennan

	27th October 2005
	Donegal Travellers Project
	Conference of the Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee
	Bundoran, Co. Donegal
	F. McCoy

T. Reilly

	3rd – 4th November 2005
	Nuclear Free Local Authorities
	2005 NFLA AGM & Annual Policy Briefing
	Manchester
	M. O’Dowd


 
 
Signed: _________________

Date: ________________

               Cathaoirleach
