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LOUTH           COUNTY           COUNCIL

Minutes of Council Meeting of Louth County Council held in Council Chamber, County Hall, Dundalk on Monday 21st November, 2005.   
In attendance:   
 Cathaoirleach:   
Councillor P. Savage

  Other Members:
Cllrs:    M. Bellew,   D. Breathnach, 

T. Brennan, T. Clare, J. D'Arcy, A.       Donohoe, S. Keelan, J. Lennon, J. Loughran, D. Lynch, J. McConville, F. McCoy, P. McGeough, F. Maher,  K. Meenan, J. Mulroy, I. Munster, G. Nash, M. O’Dowd,  K. O’Heiligh,  T. Reilly, J. Ryan, T. Sharkey, O. Tully.                                                            



Officials:

M. Moloney, County Manager






J. McGuinness, Director of Services






C. Moss, Meetings Administrator






N. Redmond, Sports & Recreation Officer






J. Martin, Director of Services






P. Donnelly, Senior Executive Officer






P. Fallon, Senior Engineer






R. Kenny, Director of Services 






M. Murtagh, Senior Executive Officer






G. Duffy, Senior Planner






T. Davis, Head of Finance






M. Curran, Director of Services






P. Fitzsimons, Senior Executive Officer

--------------------------------------

Minute No. 126/05
Suspension of Standing Orders

It was proposed by Councillor F. McCoy, seconded by Councillor T. Brennan and agreed to suspend Standing Orders to allow the meeting to continue to 2.00 p.m.

Minute No. 127/05
Notice of Motion

17.3 From Councillor T. Brennan 

“That Louth County Council support a call for an independent enquiry into the un-lawful killing of Cooley Farmer Tom Oliver.”

On the proposal of Councillor T. Brennan, seconded by Councillor T. Clare it was agreed to defer this motion until a later date.
Minute No. 128/05
Section 140 – Withdrawal of Enforcement Proceedings against four Community Volunteers 
On the proposal of Councillor T. Clare, seconded by Councillor F. Maher it was agreed to defer this motion until the December meeting.

Minute No. 129/05
Notices of Motions

19.2 From Councillor T. Sharkey

“That the Elected Members of Louth County Council on a quarterly basis receive an updated staff list detailing the specific responsibilities of each member of staff.”

It was agreed that the staff organisational chart would be available on the Intranet with effect from January 2006.

17.4
From Councillor D. Breathnach

“That Louth County Council reaffirms its support and commitment to the East-West Corridor as previously agreed with by other local authorities and the Border Regional Authority.  That Louth County Council prioritise this East-West Corridor and endorse the route already chosen (Dundalk – Carrickmacross).”

Following the proposal of the motion by Councillor D. Breathnach a discussion followed during which Councillor T. Sharkey requested that the motion be declared out of order as he stated that Monaghan County Council had declared in July 2004 that they were not in agreement with the route and he questioned the feasibility of the Dundalk-Carrickmacross route.  The Chairman decided that the motion was not out of order and the motion proposed by Councillor D. Breathnach was then seconded by Councillor T. Reilly and a roll call taken on the motion the result of which was as follows:-

For:
Cllrs D. Breathnach, T. Brennan, T. Clare, J. D’Arcy, A. Donohoe, S. Keelan, J. Lennon, D. Lynch, J. McConville, F. McCoy, F. Maher, J. Mulroy, G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, T. Reilly, J. Ryan, P. Savage, O. Tully.     
Total 18
Against:
Cllrs J. Loughran, P. McGeough, K. Meenan, I. Munster, T. Sharkey                                       
Total 5
Abstain:
Cllrs. M. Bellew, K. O’Heiligh.      
Total 2

Absent:
Cllr: M. Grehan

Accordingly the motion was carried.  
Councillor T. Sharkey requested that the adoption of the motion be forwarded to Monaghan County Council.  

Minute No. 130/05
Proposal to Materially Contravene the County Development Plan to enable the granting of planning permission subject to conditions to Dundalk Hospital Development Co. Ltd. for Private Hospital at Aghaboys, Ballymascanlon, Dundalk.

The motion was proposed by Councillor S. Keelan, seconded by Councillor T. Clare and a roll call taken the result of which was as follows:-

For:
Cllrs: M. Bellew, T. Brennan, T. Clare, J. D’Arcy, A. Donohoe, S. Keelan, J. Lennon, D. Lynch, F.  McCoy, F. Maher, J. Mulroy, M. O’Dowd, T. Reilly, J. Ryan, O. Tully.   Total 15

Against:
Cllrs: D. Breathnach, J. Loughran, P. McGeough, K. Meenan, I. Munster, G. Nash, K. O’Heiligh, P. Savage, T. Sharkey.

Total 9

Abstained:
Cllr J. McConville

Accordingly the motion was defeated.

Minute No. 131/05
Minutes

The minutes of the meeting held on 17th October, 2005 were proposed by Councillor T. Brennan and seconded by Councillor O. Tully.  A number of amendments were agreed at the meeting:-
Min No. 124/05 – 14.1 
the words “expressed his satisfaction with” to be replaced by “noted”.

Min No. 124/05 – 14.2
the words “expressed his satisfaction with” to be replaced by “noted”.

Min No.124/05 – 14.3   
the words “expressed his satisfaction with” to be replaced by “noted”.

Min No. 116/05
The bullet point “need to be proactive in requesting a 2nd level school in the area” to be amended to read “need for 2nd level school in the area.”

A number of queries arising from the minutes were also raised which included the following:-

Min No. 115/05 – Councillor I. Munster made reference to the fact that A. Davis, Head of Finance, did not attend the area meetings in relation to the Budget as anticipated.  A. Davis stated that the Budget had not been finalised at the time of the meetings but if any members wished to contact him with any queries on the Budget he would be available to respond to same.  

Min No. 123/05 – 13.3(b)
Councillor K. Meenan asked if the schedule of estates was now available.  J. Martin, Director of Services, stated that the schedule was in the process of being prepared and it was hoped to have same available within a month.

Min No. 120/05 – T. Sharkey requested clarification of the agreed route for the East-West corridor and J. Martin, Director of Services agreed to forward same.
The minutes of the Area Committee Meetings and SPC Meetings were noted by the members.

Minute No. 132/05
Section 183 Notices

(a)
The sale of lands at Ash Walk, Ardee was proposed by Councillor J. Lennon and seconded by Councillor T. Clare.  Following a short discussion a roll call was taken the results of which were as follows:-
For:
Cllrs. M. Bellew, D. Breathnach, T. Brennan, T. Clare, J. D’Arcy, A. Donohoe, S. Keelan, J. Lennon, J. Loughran, D. Lynch, J. McConville. P. McGeough, F. Maher, K. Meenan, J. Mulroy, I. Munster, G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, T. Reilly, J. Ryan, P. Savage, T. Sharkey, O. Tully

Total: 24
Against:
Cllr. F. McCoy
Absent:
Cllr. M. Grehan

(b) The sale of lands at Stonetown Upper, Louth was proposed by Councillor J. Lennon and seconded by CouncillorT. Reilly.  A roll call was taken the result of which was as follows:-
For:
Cllrs. M. Bellew, D. Breathnach, T. Brennan, T. Clare, J. D’Arcy, A. Donohoe, S. Keelan, J. Lennon, J. Loughran, D. Lynch, J. McConville. P. McGeough, F. Maher, K. Meenan, J. Mulroy, I. Munster, G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, T. Reilly, J. Ryan, P. Savage, T. Sharkey, O. Tully


Total: 24
Abstain:
Cllr. F. McCoy

Absent:
Cllr. M. Grehan

Minute No. 133/05
To approve Rental Accommodation Scheme – Agreements with Dundalk Town Council and Drogheda Borough Council under Section 85 of the Local Government Act, 2001
It was proposed by Councillor G. Nash and seconded by Councillor J. McConville to approve the scheme.  Cllr. K. O’Heiligh then stated that Drogheda Borough Council had not yet approved the agreement and proposed that the matter be deferred until it is approved by Drogheda Borough Council.  This was seconded by Councillor J. Mulroy and agreed by the members.

Minute No. 134/05

Scheme for the allocation of Social Housing

P. Fitzsimons gave a brief outline of the scheme.  A discussion ensued wherein a number of issues were raised by the members which included the following:-

· Purchase of voluntary houses.

· Prioritisation of single men for social housing.

· Anti-social behaviour.

· Returned immigrants.

· Specific guidelines under Residential Tenancy Act and a question on why Drogheda Borough Council are not implementing same – P. Fitzsimons agreed to return at a later date with this information.

· Transfers.

· Age limit for signing Tenancy Agreement.

· Assessment of medical ability.

· Need for the document to be made available to people looking for accommodation.

· Whether each authority within Louth Local Authorities have a separate housing list.

· Houses allocated under Part V.

Following a query from Cllr. K. Meenan as to whether applicants who refused an offer of accommodation in a voluntary housing scheme would be subject to the penalties set out in Clause 13 of the scheme it was agreed to insert the words “Local Authority” after the words “a reasonable offer of” in Clause 13.

Councillor K. O’Heiligh requested that the word “investigation or” be removed from Clause 3 of the document and this was agreed by P. Fitzsimons.

The scheme was then approved by the members on the proposal of Councillor J. McConville seconded by Councillor T. Brennan.

Minute No. 135/05
Vote of Sympathy 

· The Chairman, Councillor P. Savage proposed a minute’s silence as a mark of respect to the former County Registrar, Mr. Brendan Breathnach.  Following the minute’s silence Councillor D. Breathnach thanked the staff and his colleagues.

· Councillor P. Savage then extended his sympathies to Brian Martin and Padraig O’Hora on the death of their mothers and asked that a system be put in place to ensure the councillors receive details of funeral arrangements of the relatives of staff and council members.

Minute No. 136/05
Proposed Housing Scheme at Coast Road, Carlingford

A number of issues including the following were raised by members and these were responded to by G. Duffy, Senior Planner:-
· Concern on intensification of development along a protected regional route.

· The appropriateness of using galvanised posts and timber frame in a medieval town.  

· The need to look at the overall development of South-East Carlingford.

· The facilitation of other development.

· Concern over possibility of anti-social behaviour in the secluded green space.

It was then proposed by Councillor T. Clare, seconded by Councillor F. McCoy and agreed to defer the matter until the December meeting.

Minute No. 137/05
December Meeting

It was agreed that the December monthly meeting would take place on Wednesday 7th December at 6.00 p.m. 
Minute No. 138/05
County Louth Foreshore Bye-Laws 2003

A brief overview of the proposed amendment was given by P. Donnelly, Senior Executive Officer.  A number of issues was raised in relation to the launching of craft and the restriction of horses using the beach.  The amendment to the County Louth Foreshore Bye-Laws was then adopted on the proposal of Councillor F. McCoy, seconded by Councillor T. Clare.  

Minute No. 139/05
Customer Charter and Action Plan

A presentation on the Customer Charter and Action Plan was given by J. McGuinness, Director of Services.  Following suggestions that the full name of the employee be given when answering the phone, the need to keep the information on the web-site up-to-date and relevant and that an effort be made to afford customers privacy when necessary.   The Customer Charter and Action Plan was then adopted on the proposal of Councillor D. Breathanch and seconded by Councillor M. O’Dowd.  
Minute No. 140/05
Adoption of Louth Play Policy

A presentation on the policy was given by N. Redmond.  Councillor M. O’Dowd, Chairman of the Corporate, Recreation and Amenity SPC thanked the staff and the sectoral interest members of the SPC for their input into the drafting of the policy and highlighted a number of initiatives proposed in the policy including the home zones, play day and playground markings.
The adoption of the Louth Play Policy was then proposed by Cllr. M. O’Dowd seconded by Cllr. J. Ryan and agreed
Minute No. 141/05
SPC Chairpersons Reports

Corporate, Recreation and Amenity

Councillor M. O’Dowd stated that the main items discussed at the recent SPC meeting held in October were the Play Policy, the Customer Charter both of which were now adopted by the council and the Sports and Recreation Policy which he hoped would be tabled at January Council Meeting.

Housing, Economic, Community & Enterprise
Councillor D. Breathnach informed the members that the main item discussed at the Housing, Economic, Community & Enterprise SPC was the Rental Accommodation Scheme.
Infrastructure

Cllr. J. Lennon advised the members that the items discussed at the Infrastructural SPC on 13th October were the 3 year action plan and non regulatory road signage.  The committee also received a presentation from J. Martin, Director of Services on the Railway Corridor Study.

Minute No. 142/05

Roads & Marine Progress Report
Members noted the contents of the report and a discussion followed which raised the following issues:-
· Concern re traffic safety on s-bend on Station Road, Castlebellingham.

· Costings on Termonfeckin bridge.

Minute No. 143/05

Housing Progress Report

The report was noted by the members.  Cllr. K. Meenan stated that there were a number of items he wished to be included in the report and agreed to forward details of same to P. Fitzsimons, Senior Executive Officer.

Minute No. 144/05

Notices of Motion

17.1 From Councillor T. Clare

Following a brief discussion wherein it was agreed to remove the word ‘consider’ from the motion it was proposed by Cllr. T. Clare, seconded by Cllr. J. Ryan and agreed to write to the Minister stating that:- 

“Louth County Council are making an expression of support towards the continuance of the rural post office facility and in particular to acknowledge the central and critical role of rural sub post offices in County Louth”.

17.2 From Councillor T. Sharkey

The motion was proposed by Cllr. T. Sharkey and seconded by Cllr. D. Breathnach.  Following a discussion on the matter Cllr. D. Breathnach withdrew his support for the motion.  Cllr. J. Ryan then proposed that the motion be amended to call on both the Irish and British Government to bring forward the report and this was seconded by Cllr. M. O’Dowd.  A show of hands on each proposal was then taken.  The motion proposed by Cllr. T. Sharkey received favour from 5 Councillors of the 17 present and the amended motion proposed by Cllr. J. Ryan was favoured by 9 Councillors.  Accordingly it was resolved to adopt the following motion:-

“That this Council notes with grave concern the campaign of sectarian attacks against homes, schools and churches in north Antrim.  This Council fully opposed all sectarian attacks.

This Council recognises that sectarian attacks represent the real threat to the peace process.

This Council calls on all Politicians to work to realise the commitments of the Good Friday Agreement to promote equality and reaffirms the right to live free from sectarian harassment.

This Council calls on the Irish and British Government to bring forward a report on the ongoing sectarian attacks and identify the actions they will take to safeguard the rights of Irish Citizens.

In addition we call on all parties, north and south, to demonstrate in words and action their opposition to sectarian attacks.”

Minute No. 145/05

Notices of Question
18.1
From Councillor G. Nash

“To ask the County Manager if this Council has wrongfully attached planning conditions requiring the establishment of management companies to any planning permissions granted for conventional housing schemes in its administrative area in light of the recent revelations applied to certain provisions of the Planning and Development Act 2000, which in the process has cost thousands of residents in certain areas considerable sums of money annually, and if this is the case, will the County Manager provide a detailed list of the housing developments in question?”

In relation to the Notice of Question by Cllr. G. Nash it was agreed that same be now removed from the agenda and that Cllr. G. Nash could if he wished raise it as a Notice of Motion at a future date.

 

Signed: _________________

Date: ________________

               Cathaoirleach

