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LOUTH           COUNTY           COUNCIL

Minutes of Council Meeting of Louth County Council held in Council Chamber, County Hall, Dundalk on Monday 16th May, 2005 at 10.00 a.m.
In attendance:    Cathaoirleach:

Councillor T. Brennan

Other Members:
Councillor M Bellew, D. Breathnach, T. Clare, J D’Arcy, A. Donohoe, S. Keelan, J. Lennon, J. Loughran, D. Lynch, J. McConville, F. McCoy, P. McGeough, F. Maher, K. Meenan, J. Mulroy, I. Munster, G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, J. Ryan, P. Savage, T. Sharkey, O. Tully.



       Officials:

Ms. M. Moloney, County Manager







Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services







Mr. J. McGuinness, Director of Services







Ms. R. Kenny, Director of Services







Mr. P. Donnelly, Senior Exec Officer







Mr. P. Fitzsimons, Senior Exec Officer







Ms. M. Murtagh, Senior Exec Officer







Ms. B. Woods, Accountant







Mr. W. Walsh, Senior Exec Officer







Mr. A. Davis, Finance Officer







Ms. C. Moss, Senior Exec Officer







Mr. M. Curran, Director of Services







Mr. P. Fallon, Senior Engineer







Mr. M. O’Callaghan, Senior Engineer

Minute No. 45 /05
Minutes
On the proposal of Councillor F. Maher, seconded by Councillor F. McCoy, the minutes of the monthly meeting held on 18th April, 2005 were adopted.
The minutes of Area Committee Meeting, CPG Meeting and Junior Council Meeting were noted.
Minute No. 46/05

Public Liability Claims 2004
The Public Liability Claims for 2004 were noted.

Minute No. 47/05

To Approve the Borrowing of up to €15 Million from the Housing Finance Agency

A number of questions regarding the rate of interest and the housing review assessment were raised by members and these were responded to by Mr. A. Davis.  It was then proposed by Councillor D. Breathnach, seconded by Councillor J. Mulroy, and agreed to give approval for the borrowing of up to €15m. from the HFA for housing purposes.

Minute No. 48/05

Annual Financial Statement

Mr. A. Davis, Head of Finance, gave a presentation on the main aspects of the AFS.  A discussion then ensued where members raised a number of issues including the following which were responded to by Mr. A. Davis.
· Breakdown of County at Large Charges.

· Harmonisation of Town and County rates.

· Refundable Deposits.

· Details of stock figures.

The consideration of the 2004 AFS and the approval of over-expenditure was given by the members on the proposal of Councillor P. Savage, seconded by Councillor F. Maher.
Minute No. 49/05

Rural   Water  Programme   –   Review  of  2004  and  Provisional Proposal 

for 2005
The 2004 Programme and the proposal for 2005 were discussed with the following issues being raised by members.

· Tribute given to Dunbin Water Scheme

· Need for upgrade of Omeath Sewerage Scheme

· Smells emanating from Greenore Sewerage discharge.
· Congratulations given on the completion of the Termonfeckin/Baltray Sewerage Scheme.

· Need to extend Dundalk Sewerage Scheme to Carnbeg/Ballinhatna area which are presently using septic tanks system.
· Need to look at Carlow Pilot Scheme.

· Need for plans to be drawn up for Omeath and Greenore in order to comply with the Shellfish Directive.

Approval of the provisional proposal for 2005 was then given by the members on the proposal of Councillor J. McConville, seconded by Councillor T. Brennan.

Minute No. 50/05
SPC Chair Reports

Housing SPC 

The Chairman, Councillor D. Breathnach, informed the members that the SPC meeting held on 3rd May received a presentation on the use of defibrillators. 
Environment SPC

The Chairman, Councillor M. Bellew, informed the members that the Environment SPC received a presentation from the General Manager of Oxigen Environmental at their April meeting.

The main issues raised at the presentation were that the Oxigen Plant is not presently capable of dealing with plastics and that the brown bin can only be introduced if processing facilities are available. 

Planning SPC

The Chairman Councillor S. Keelan stated that the SPC received a presentation from the Consultants on the Drogheda North Environs master plan.  The committee also discussed the visibility requirements in the County Development Plan.
Minute No. 51/05

Report on National Spring Clean Activity in Louth 
Congratulations were expressed by all members to the Environment Staff and the various groups on the outstanding work carried out during National Spring Clean Week.  It was suggested that all signage and anti-litter posters should include the lo-call numbers and that an alternative date for the National Spring Clean should be sought preferably at a time when verges are not overgrown as is the case in the month of April.
Minute No. 52/05
Report on Activities under the Litter Pollution Act

Queries were raised by the members on fines issued at bring banks, the need for CCTV cameras at bring banks and the decision of the European Commission regarding unauthorised waste activity at Greenore.  Ms. R. Kenny, Director of Services, stated that one camera had been purchased and was installed at the bring bank at Dunleer.
In relation to the Court Case involving Greenore Port Ms. R. Kenny, Director of Services, indicated that Greenore Port have made an application for planning permission to deal with the issue of waste at this location.  She also undertook to give a written reply to Councillor T. Sharkey detailing the processes undertaken by the Local Authority prior to the Court decision.  

Minute 53/05

Amenity Grant Scheme 2005

The 2005 Amenity Grant Scheme was approved by the members on the proposal of Councillor P. Savage, seconded by Councillor T. Brennan.
Minute No. 54/05

County Louth Foreshore Bye-Laws 2003

It was proposed by Councillor P. Savage, seconded by Councillor O. Tully and agreed to proecced to public consultation with the proposed amendments to the 2003 County Louth Foreshore Bye-Laws.  
Minute No. 55/05

On the proposal of Councillor J. McConville, seconded by Councillor D. Breathnach, it was agreed to extend the meeting till 1.30 p.m.

Minute No. 56/05

Notices of Motions 

It was agreed to take the following Notices of Motions

Notice of Motion by Councillor S. O’Rian and Councillor S. O’Caolain (14.1) and that of Councillor T. Sharkey (14.7) were taken together. 
14.1
From Councillor Séamus O’Riain & Councillor Séamas Ó’ Caolaín


“That this council adopts a policy of:


Providing a Slí na Slaínte route, avoiding vehicular traffic, consisting of a cycleway and a walkway, from the M1 /Castleblaney Road Eastern Roundabout, running on the motorway side of the motorway perimeter fence, as far as the Balriggan Road, via and across the Bellewsbridge Road and on to the “Meeting of the Waters” triangular area of parkland, which is bordered by the Motorway the Castletown and Kilcurry Rivers.


This Slí na Slaínte route should link into the proposed “Castletown Riverside Walks”.  Furthermore a new cycleway/footpath to be provided to run from the above motorway bridge roundabout to the De La Salle and Dún Loughaidh Schools.”

14.7
From Councillor Tomás Sharkey


“ That this Council resolves to provide a footpath and cycle lane across the two roundabouts and road bridge crossing the motorway which is being constructed at present.  This will facilitate residents living to the west of the motorway to walk or cycle into Dundalk.


This Council will bring this resolution to the N.R.A. and Celtic Roads Group”.
Reply
The first motion was proposed by Councillor J. Ryan and the second motion was proposed by Councillor T. Sharkey.  Both motions were seconded by Councillor S. Keelan.

J. Martin, Director of Services, stated that Louth County Council has no direct input into the PPP contracts but agreed to raise the issue with the NRA.

14.8
From Councillor J. McConville
“That Louth County Council gives a commitment to fund the construction of a concrete wall to secure and protect the natural amenity at Port Beach”.

Reply
It was proposed by Councillor J. McConville, seconded by Councillor F. McCoy and agreed that Louth County Council would fund the material for the first phase of the wall subject to approval on design specification and quality by the Council technical staff.


Motions 14.4 and 14.6
As the issue of reduced class sizes was raised by the members at the April monthly meeting and the matter was referred to the Department of Education it was agreed that the response of the Department of Education when received would be circulated to the members.
14.4
From Councillor Tomás Sharkey

“This Council condemns the fact that for three years no progress has been made towards achieving the Government’s own target of ensuring that the average size of classes for children under nine in primary schools will be below the international best practice guidelines of 20:1 notwithstanding the fact that for the first time in many years there are qualified primary teachers available for work and a further 1,600 teachers set to graduate in June 2005.


The Council further demands that staffing schedule for primary schools be progressively reduced over the next two years to ensure that Government targets for the under nines are met and that no child in a primary school  is in a class of more than 25 pupils.”

14.6    From Councillor J. D’Arcy 

“That Louth County Council requests the Minister for Education to make efforts to reduce class sizes in Primary schools as promised in the Programme for Government 2002.”

Minute No. 57/05

It was agreed to extend the meeting to 2.00 p.m. on the proposal of Councillor S. Keelan, seconded by Councillor P. Savage.
Minute No. 58/05

Roads and Marine Report

Members noted the contents of the report and a discussion followed which raised the following issues:-

· Need for safety audit on Drogheda/Slane road between Rossin and William’s glen.

· Tree planting at the Saltings.

· State of road adjacent to Felda Leisure Centre.

· Need for noise barrier between Charleville and Ardee.

· Cost of works in Rockmarshall.

· Safety measure at Bush junction.

· Report on cycleways.
· Access to Port Beach.

· Road cones at Monasterboice.

· Need for speed indications on Collon road near Tullyallen.

Minute No. 59/05

Annual General Meeting

It was proposed by Councillor T. Brennan, seconded by Councillor P. Savage and agreed that the 2005 Annual General Meeting and the June Monthly Meeting would be held in County Hall on Monday 27th June, 2005 with a mass in the Redemptorist Church at 9.30 a.m. prior to the meeting and that the July meeting would be held in Drogheda.
It was further proposed by Councillor D. Breathnach, seconded by Councillor F. McCoy, that for the remainder of the Council’s Term of Office the AGM would be held on the 3rd Monday in June in County Hall and the July monthly meeting would be held in Drogheda.

Minute No. 60 /05
Conference Approval

Approval was given to the attendance of members at conferences as set out hereunder:-
	19-21 May 05
	Blackwater Valley Tourism Group
	Partnership Conference
	Mallow
	A. Donohoe

	21 May 05
	EPN Communications
	Media Skills for Councillors
	Arklow
	T. Sharkey

D. Lynch

	24-26 June 05
	Gorey Tourist Office
	Byrne Perry Summer School
	Gorey, Co. Wexford
	S. Keelan

T. Sharkey

J. Loughran

J. D’Arcy

	26 May 05
	IPA
	Training Programme for Chairs of SPCs
	Enfield, Co. Meath
	M. Bellew

J. Lennon

M. O’Dowd

D. Breathnach

S. Keelan

	23-25 June 05
	Tulsk Action Groups Ltd
	The Future of Rural Tourism
	Tulsk, Co. Roscommon
	J. D’Arcy

O. Tully

	4-5 Nov 05
	LAMA
	Winter Seminar 2005
	Letterkenny
	O. Tully


 
 
Signed: _________________

Date: ________________

               Cathaoirleach
