PAGE  
6

LOUTH           COUNTY           COUNCIL

Minutes of Council Meeting of Louth County Council held in Council Chamber, County Hall, Dundalk on Monday 27th June, 2005 immediately after the Annual Meeting.
In attendance:     Cathaoirleach:   
Councillor P. Savage

        Other Members:
Cllrs:    M. Bellew,   D. Breathnach, 

T. Brennan,T. Clare, J. D'arcy, A.       Donohoe,S .Keelan, J. Lennon, J. Loughran, J. McConville, F. McCoy, P. McGeough, F. Maher, K. Meenan, J. Mulroy,   I. Munster,   G. Nash, M. O’Dowd,  K. O’Heiligh,  T. Reilly, J. Ryan, T. Sharkey, O. Tully.                                                            




Officials:

M. Moloney, County Manager







J. McGuinness, Director of Services







R. Kenny, Director of Services







A. Davis, Head of Finance







J. Martin, Director of Services







M. Curran, Director of Services







C. Moss, Senior Exec Officer







M. Murtagh, Senior Exec Officer







P. Fallon, Senior Engineer







G. Duffy, Senior Planner








B. Woods, Financial Accountant
Minute No. 64 /05
Minutes 
On the proposal of Councillor T. Clare, seconded by Councillor F. McCoy, the minutes of the monthly meeting held on 16th May, 2005 were adopted.
The minutes of Area Committee Meeting, and Junior Council Meeting were noted.
Matters Arising
Councillor T. Sharkey referred to the 2 notices of motion by himself and Councillor J. D’Arcy on school class sizes.  He stated that although the issue of pupil-teacher ratio had been briefly discussed he had not agreed to the withdrawal of the motion.
Minute No. 65/05

To Consider Report Prepared Under Part 8 Of The Planning & Development Regulations 2001 – Change In Alignment To The N52/N2 Ardee By-Pass
It was proposed by Councillor F. McCoy seconded by Councillor T. Reilly and agreed to approve the report proposed under Part 8 of the Planning & Development Regulations 2001 to change the alignment to the N52/N2 Ardee By-pass.
Minute No. 66/05

To Consider Report Prepared Under Part 8 Of The Planning & Development Regulations 2001 – Construction Of New Road Through Health Service Executive And Council Lands From N52 At Kells Road To Ash Walk Ardee
It was proposed by Councillor T. Brennan seconded by Councillor F. McCoy and agreed to approve the report proposed under Part 8 of the Planning & Development Regulations 2001 to construct a new road through Health Service Executive and Co. Council lands from N53 on the Kells road to Ash Walk, Ardee
Minute No. 67/05

Sale of Land at Whitemills, Charleville – Section 183 Notice
Following clarification given by Ms. J. Martin, Director of Infrastructure on the reason for the proposed sale of land and by Mr. G. Duffy, Senior Planner on the development policy for the area it was proposed by Councillor J. Lennon, seconded by Councillor F. McCoy and agreed to approve the sale of land at Whitemills, Charleville.
Minute No. 68/05

SPC Chair Reports

Corporate Recreation & Amenity SPC 
The Chairman, Councillor M. O’Dowd, informed the members that 78 submissions had been received in relation to the Sports, Recreation & Leisure Strategy and it was intended to consider the draft strategy at the next meeting.  The meeting looked at the siting of playgrounds and reviewed the recent difficulties at Rathmullen.  The committee also prepared a submission on the National Recreational policy for 12-18 year olds.

Infrastructure SPC

The Chairman, Councillor J. Lennon, stated that at the last Infrastructural Strategic Policy Committee it was agreed to amend the policy on speed limits.  The proposal for the Port Oriel project which was outlined by Mr. P. Donnelly Senior Executive Officer at the Strategic Policy Committee meeting is due to be completed by June 2006.  Discussion on the draft harbour bye-laws also took place at the meeting.

Housing, Economic, Community & Enterprise SPC

The Chairman Councillor D. Breathnach informed the members that the main item which was discussed at the Strategic Policy Committee meeting on 8th June, 2005 was the Action Plan for Social & Affordable Housing.  He also stated that to date 25 people are trained on defibrillation.

Minute No. 69/05
2003 AUDIT REPORT
The Audit report for 2003 was approved by the members on the proposal of Councillor S. Keelan, seconded by Councillor D. Breathnach.

Minute No. 70/05

BORROWING OF UP TO €2.5M FOR CLOGHERHEAD PIER
On the proposal of Councillor J. McConville, seconded by Councillor O. Tully it was agreed to approve borrowing of up to €2.5m for Clogherhead Pier.  Councillor F. McCoy suggested that in the interests of safety the two banks on the turn in to Red Sail should be removed into the stone wall.
Minute No. 71/05
ANNUAL REPORT 2004 

It was proposed by Councillor D. Breathnach, seconded by Councillor T. Reilly and agreed to adopt the 2004 Annual Report.
Minute 72/05

DRAFT POLICY ON APPLICATION OF SPECIAL SPEED LIMITS
A PowerPoint presentation on the draft policy was given by J. Martin, Director of Infrastructure.  A discussion ensued whereby the following issues were raised and responded to by Ms. J. Martin.
· Speed limits at Roadworks

· Proposed areas for speed limits amendments – proposals to be considered at the relevant Area meetings and the Infrastructural Strategic Policy committee.

· Responsibility on Local Authority to remove bad bends – need for more Government funding.

· Consultation with 6 counties in the North.

· Limitations in draft policy on 30kph speed limit.

It was then proposed by Councillor M. O’Dowd, seconded by Councillor F. Maher and agreed to adopt the draft policy on the application of special speed limits subject to the following amendments:

(1.) Reference to the limit of the general application of the permanent 30km/h speed limits (housing estate roads and roads in urban centres) to be removed
(2.) The removal of bullet point “ The 85 percentile speed of vehicles does not exceed 410km/h. If it exceeds this speed then environmental/engineering measures must be provided to reach this target below the new limit is applied”. from the section headed Requirements for the Application of the 30km/h speed limit on page 11 of the draft policy.
Minute No. 73/05

Notices of Motions 

12.1
From Councillor T. Reilly

“I propose the motion that Louth County Council display the Tricolour at all times in the Council Chamber”.


Reply


This is a matter for the members.

It was proposed by Councillor T. Reilly seconded by Councillor T. Brennan and agreed that the tricolour would be displayed in the Council Chamber.
12.2
From Councillor T. Reilly

 “That `Comhairle Chondae Lughaí’ be added on to County Hall from the By Pass side and Millennium Centre 2000 in Irish and English”.


Reply

This matter will be raised with the National Building Agency who designed all aspects of this building.

On the proposal of Councillor T. Reilly seconded by Councillor T. Brennan it was agreed that this matter will be raised with the National Building Agency who designed all aspects of this building.
12.5
From Councillors P. Savage and J. Ryan
“That Louth County Council in its own capacity or as an agent for the Department of Transport or in conjunction with the National Roads Authority fully protects the future safety of pedestrians and cyclists on the Ballymascanlon, Castleblaney Road roundabouts and along the new dual carriageway route from the Ballymascanlon Roundabout as far as the border by the following measures:

· That all the necessary “traffic calming” measures are installed at the above roundabouts to slow down the traffic and to provide for the safety of all other road users such as cyclists and pedestrians. 

· That the necessary cable ducting is installed at these roundabouts as a matter of urgency, now before construction is complete, and that manually operated pedestrian/ cyclist traffic lights are provided at appropriate locations across exits and entrances of these roundabouts. 

· That the new dual carriageway from the Ballymascanlon roundabout to the border will also provide a parallel, unbroken, safe, and high quality surface pedestrian/ cycleway corridor.
· That where the cycle route re-joins the present/ existing Dundalk / Newry road that it is clearly coloured and marked as a cycle lane. That this cycle lane is stepped above the road, in a similar way to a footpath to prevent cars accidentally or easily mounting the pedestrian/ cycle lane.  
· That this “Cross Border Cycling/ Pedestrian Route” is promoted as an important element in the tourism infrastructure of North Louth. That this is well sign posted and highlighted in future maps of the area. That this is marked in future tourism and national road maps of north Louth.   

(Additional Information attached).   
Reply

As these matters are the subject of a PPP contract to which the Council is not a party the changes required can only be undertaken by the Contractor on the instruction of the NRA.  The issues raised in the notice of motion will be brought to the immediate attention of the NRA.
Following a discussion on the motion it was agreed that a small deputation comprising Councillors T. Sharkey, T. Brennan, J. Ryan and S. Keelan would meet with the National Roads Authority, in order to raise the issue of cyclelanes.

Minute No. 74 /05
Conference Approval

Approval was given to the attendance of members at conferences as set out hereunder:-
	23 – 24 June 05
	Confederation of European Councillors
	Summer Seminar 2005
	Mullingar
	J. Ryan

M. Bellew

	15 – 17 July 05
	Roscommon County Council
	Douglas Hyde Conference 2005
	Roscommon
	S. Keelan


 
 
Signed: _________________

Date: ________________

               Cathaoirleach
