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LOUTH           COUNTY           COUNCIL

Minutes of Special Meeting of Louth County Council held in Council Chamber, County Hall, Dundalk on Monday 26th July 2004 at 6.30pm.

In attendance:    Cathaoirleach:

Councillor T. Brennan

Other Members:
Councillors D. Breathnach,     

T. Brennan, T. Clare, J. D’Arcy,

A. Donohue, S. Keelan, J. Lennon, 
J. Loughran, D. Lynch, J. McConville, 
F. McCoy, P. McGeough, F. Maher, 
J. Mulroy, I. Munster, G. Nash, 
K. O’Heiligh, T. Reilly, J. Ryan, 
P. Savage, T. Sharkey, O. Tully



       Officials:

Ms. M. Moloney, County Manager







Ms. R. Kenny, Director of Services

Mr. P. Fallon, Acting Director of Services







Ms. M. Murtagh, Senior Exec Officer







Mr. P. Fitzsimons, Senior Exec Officer







Mr. G. Duffy, Senior Planner


Ms. C. Moss, Senior Exec Officer







Mr. P. Donnelly, Senior Exec Engineer







Ms. E. O’Callaghan, Senior Exec Planner



     Apologies:

Cllrs. M. Bellew, M. Grehan, K. Meenan



       -----------------------------------------

Minute No. 111/04

Drogheda Northern Environment Local Area Plan

The Cathaoirleach referred to the comprehensive debate at the July Monthly Meeting and indicated that he proposed to deal with the Managers Report as presented on an item by item basis.  Mr. G. Duffy, Senior Planner advised that, while 30 separate submissions had been received the response details them in a grouped fashion under 14 separate headings.  It was agreed by members to deal with each of the 14 items as listed on an individual basis.

Item 1 – Proposed Road via Termon Abbey.  
It was noted that 17 submissions had been received highlighting residents concerns.  Members stressed that the plans must safeguard the safety of children and residents in the area.  The Senior Planner confirmed that it would be possible to select an alternative route but stressed that a major distributor road was essential and that only one access should be permitted on to the Northern Cross Route.  It was agreed that an alternative route be provided for in the plan with exact details being established at Master Plan Stage.  It was further agreed, on the proposal of Councillor O. Tully seconded by Councillor F. Maher that traffic calming should be provided as appropriate on the existing roads and any additional roads within the estate.
Item 2 - Development of Drogheda Port
The Senior Planner advised that this submission outlines Drogheda Port Company’s Plan for the development of the Port and noted that while the Port falls outside the plan area, the plan provides for a new Northern Cross Route linking the port with the Motorway and that this will greatly facilitate the future development of the Port.  Members broadly supported the submission but concern was expressed at the implications of a possible relocation of the port and how the Local Authority could recover expenditure on foot of Infrastructure provided solely to provide access to the Port at its existing location.  It was noted that the Consultants Report on the future development/location of the Port Company will be available shortly.  It was agreed to accept the Managers Report subject to the following amendments:
I. On the proposal of Councillor J. McConville seconded by Councillor J. Mulroy that the reference to the Port in the last line of page 14 of the plan be deleted and 

II. On the proposal if Councillor J. McConville seconded by Councillor F. Maher that the plan acknowledges the reference to Drogheda Port contained in the National Spatial strategy, other National reports and in particular the report  “Ahead of the Curves”.
Item 3 – Lands at Tullyallen Interchange

a) Treasury Holdings - On the proposal of Councillor G. Nash seconded by Councillor F. McCoy members endorsed the Managers report on this submission.
b) Rezoning requests - On the proposal of Councillor G. Nash seconded by Councillor K. O’Heiligh members endorsed the Managers report on this submission.

c) John Tuite - On the proposal of Councillor F. McCoy seconded by Councillor J. Mulroy members endorsed the Managers report on this submission.

Item 4 – Railway Stations and Park and Ride Facility

a) Improvements to Rail Service - Members endorsed the Managers Report in the matter.

b) Location and Zoning of Station - Members expressed concern at the specific zoning of the land in the event of a railway station not being provided at the specific location and suggested that a more general classification be given to the site to allow flexibility.  While concern was raised at zoning a specific site for the purpose of provision of a second railway station, members nevertheless recognised the importance of securing a second Train Station in Drogheda given the expected level of growth of the town and environment.  The Senior Planner clarified that the plan provided for a broadly based mixed use zoning in the vicinity of the proposed site for the new station.  He also advised members of a typographical error whereby “does not sterilise” should be substituted for “does sterilise” which appears incorrectly in the Report.  The Senior Planner further advised that unless a site was secured for a new Rail Station in the plan, the plan would be fundamentally flawed.  Members agreed the following:
· Clarification should be sought from Drogheda Borough Council if a station could be provided for on Iarnrod Eireann land within the Borough Council.

· A clearly stated objective must be provided in the plan for the provision of a railway station North of the river Boyne 

· Iarnrod Eireann to be requested to provide the Local Authority with information in relation to sites in its ownership prior to agreeing the Master Plan.

· Clarification to be obtained from Iarnrod Eireann that the site currently zoned is technically feasible for the provision of a railway station.

· Retain current zoning, subject to agreement that this incorporates a mix of uses and not only railway station provision, subject to the detail being worked out at Master Plan stage.

c) Parking - Members endorsed the Managers Report
d) Bus links - Members endorsed the Managers Report

e) Park and ride - Members endorsed the Managers Report

Item 5 – Open Space Provision
On the proposal of Councillor O. Tully seconded by Councillor J. McConville members agreed with the proposal from the Drogheda East and Drogheda West Councillors that a total of 20% open space provisions be required with at least 15% provided within the plan area and the balance outside the plan area.

Item 6 – Phasing of Development
a) Clarification - Members endorsed the Managers Report

b) Development along Termonfeckin Road - Members expressed concern that one-off housing for family members would be prevented and it was agreed that genuine cases for family members should be considered favourably and further detail worked out at Master Plan Stage.  The Senior Planner confirmed that it was proposed to commence preparation of the Master Plan without delay.  On the proposal of Councillor J. Mulroy seconded by Councillor D. Breathnach it was further agreed to include the following paragraph in the plan “no development shall take place until a binding legal and financial agreement is in place between the developer and Louth County Council, which ensures that the necessary road access, foul sewerage, water supply and/or surface water infrastructure, will be financed, constructed and operational before occupation of any dwelling”.
As a minimum the necessary road access shall be understood to include the Northern Cross Route from the development to the former N1 Drogheda to Dundalk road and the necessary foul sewerage, water supply and/or surface water infrastructure shall mean a connection to the nearest suitable point of the existing infrastructure. 

The above legal and financial agreement under Section 49 of the Planning Development Act 2000 shall be such that no financial liability rests with either Louth County Council or Drogheda Borough Council to repay the costs other than by means of contributions already received from third parties under the respective Section 49 agreement.

c) Winter’s Lands - Members endorsed the Managers Report

d) Lands West of Ballymakenny - Members endorsed the Managers Report

e) Construction of Route - Members endorsed the Managers Report

Item 7 – Financial Contributions 
Members agreed with the Managers Report.

Item 8 – Master Plans
Members noted that the Master Plans will go on Public display and be agreed by the Council.  The Managers Report was endorsed.

Item 9 – Re-alignment of Northern Cross Route

Members agreed with Managers Report.

Item 10 – Protection of Land Owners 

Members agreed with Managers Report.

Item 11 – Requirement for EIS
Members agreed with Managers Report.

Item 12 – Housing 
a) Residential Density - Members were advised that it is not possible to deviate from the Housing strategy adopted by the Council.  Endorsed Managers Report.

b) Residential Mix - Members endorsed Managers Report

c) Social and Affordable Housing - Members endorsed Managers Report

Item 13 – Community Facilities, Infrastructure
a) Retail Provision - Members endorsed Managers Report
b) Proposed Primary School - Members endorsed Managers Report

c) Water Supply - Members endorsed Managers Report

d) Roads - Members endorsed Managers Report.  It was requested that a full report be provided to Council on the provision of a roundabout on Termon Abbey.

e) Foul Sewerage/Surface Water - Members endorsed Managers Report

Item 14 – Urban Design
In response to a query form Councillor K. O’Heiligh the Senior Planner confirmed that standards in relation to the provision of gardens/open space in apartment development are set down in the County Development Plans and must be adhered to.  Members endorsed the Managers Report.

On the proposal of Councillor J. Mulroy seconded by Councillor G. Nash members adopted the Drogheda Northern Environs Local Area Draft Plan subject to the amendments agreed at the meeting.

Minute No. 112/04
Variations to County Development Plan 2003-2009
Members noted the Managers Report in the matter.

Variation 1 – To provide for appropriate open space within large residential developments.
On the proposal of Councillor P. Savage seconded by Councillor D. Breathnach the variations as proposed was agreed.

Variation 2 – To ensure that the population growth for Dunleer is consistent with the available infrastructure. 
On the proposal of Councillor D. Breathnach seconded by Councillor P. Savage the variation as proposed was agreed.

Variation 3 – Provide for an extension of the Ballagan Development Centre 
On the proposal of Councillor P. Savage seconded by Councillor S. Keelan it was agreed to accept the extension of linear development as provided for in the map.
Variation 4 – To define the boundary of Ravensdale II Development Centre
On the proposal of Councillor T. Brennan seconded by Councillor S. Keelan the variation in accordance with the Managers Report was agreed.

Variation 5 – To amend the boundary of Control Zone 1 at Clogherhead to provide for the proposed amendment to the Clogherhead Plan
Agreed on the proposal of Councillor J. Ryan seconded by Councillor P. Savage.

Minute No. 113/04
Baltray/Termonfeckin Local Area Plan

On the proposal of Councillor O. Tully seconded by Councillor J. McConville the proposed variation, as circulated, was approved.

Minute No. 114/04
Clogherhead Local Area Plan
On the proposal of Councillor J. McConville seconded by Councillor J. Mulroy the proposal variation, as circulated, was approved.

Minute No. 115/04
Report under Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 – Local Authority Housing Scheme at Louth Village

It was noted that a meeting had been held between the area Councillors, local residents and relevant personnel from Louth County Council to seek agreement on the proposal.

It was agreed on the proposal of Councillor J. Lennon seconded by Councillor T. Reilly to approve the Part 8 report subject to the following amendments:

1. Improve the junction at the Tallanstown end to allow safe turning movement in both directions for all vehicles.

2. Provide Vandal Proof Bollards on the Green Road, adjacent to the end of the proposed development.  The bollards will restrict through vehicular movement so that the existing residents of the Green Road will exit at the Louth Village end.

3. The Council will provide an estimate of cost to resurface the Green Road with a view to having the work carried out under the 2005 Road Works Programme 50/50 Scheme.  Visibility will be improved on the two sharp bends subject to the land being made available at no charge.

4. The Council will cut the grass verges and face the hedges along the existing road.

The members were advised by the Senior Executive Officer that amendment (2) may be subject to a statutory procedure in relation to extinguishment of right of way.
Minute No. 116/04
Irish Open, Baltray

Members congratulated and thanked the County Manager and her staff, on the Council’s efficient and well co-ordinated response to all matters concerned with the planning for the Irish Open which was a great success.

Signed: _________________

Date: ________________

              Cathaoirleach

