LOUTH           COUNTY           COUNCIL

Minutes of Council Meeting of Louth County Council held in Council Chamber, County Hall, Dundalk on Monday 18th October 2004 at 10.00am.

In attendance:    Cathaoirleach:

Councillor T. Brennan

Other Members:
Councillors M. Bellew, D. Breathnach,     

T. Clare, J. D’Arcy, A. Donohoe, 

S. Keelan, J. Lennon, J. Loughran, 
D. Lynch, J. McConville, F. McCoy, 
P. McGeough, F. Maher, K. Meenan, 
J. Mulroy, I. Munster, G. Nash, 
M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, T. Reilly, 
J. Ryan, P. Savage, T. Sharkey, O. Tully



       Officials:

Ms. M. Moloney, County Manager







Mr. J. McGuinness, Director of Services







Ms. R. Kenny, Director of Services







Mr. M. Curran, Director of Services







Mr. A. Davis, Head of Finance







Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services






Mr. P. Fallon, Senior Engineer






Mr. G. Duffy, Senior Planner


Ms. C. Moss, Senior Exec Officer







Mr. P. Donnelly, Senior Exec Officer






Ms. M. Murtagh, Senior Exec Officer







Ms. A. Condra, Tourism Officer








Mr. E. Woulfe, Chief Fire Officer






Mr. E. Mulholland, Head of IS


     Apologies:

Councillor M. Grehan



       -----------------------------------------

Minute No. 133/04

Press Release
Immediately prior to the commencement of the formal meeting, the Cathaoirleach expressed his disappointment at the media statement issued jointly by the Sinn Fein members of the Council, criticising the manner in which meetings of the Council were run.  While noting the comments in relation to Notices of Motion not being dealt with at meetings, the Cathaoirleach stressed, and was supported by other members, that adequate discussion time, as provided for in Standing Orders, must be given to members to debate statutory items requiring decision by Council, including Section 140 Motions.  It was noted that a meeting of the Council was the correct forum for raising concerns that any member(s) may have about the conduct of meetings.
Minute No. 134/04

Section 140 Motion – Stephen Quigley
On the proposal of Councillor J. Lennon, seconded by Councillor T. Reilly, the Section 140 Motion to enable the granting of planning permission, with conditions, to Stephen Quigley was withdrawn.
Minute No. 135/04
Material Contravention of County Development Plan – Patrick & Frances Walsh
Mr. G. Duffy, Senior Planner gave an overview of the Planning Authority’s reason for refusing the application.  It was noted that the application is in breach of the four house rule as provided for in the County Development Plan and the question of housing need also arose as it was contended that the applicants were resident in Brookville Park and not Upper Mell as declared in the application form.  The need for sustainable development in the countryside was highlighted to ensure that the planning needs for further generations can be catered for.
On the proposal of Councillor F. McCoy, seconded by Councillor T. Reilly and following a roll call vote, it was agreed to materially contravene the County Development Plan to enable the granting of planning permission, with conditions, to Patrick and Frances Walsh.

For:
Councillors M. Bellew, T. Clare, J. D’Arcy, A. Donohoe, 
S. Keelan, J. Lennon, J. Loughran, D. Lynch,  F. McCoy, 
P. McGeough, F. Maher, K. Meenan, J. Mulroy, I. Munster, G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, T. Reilly, J. Ryan, 
T. Sharkey, O. Tully

Total - 21
Abstain:
Councillors
D. Breathnach, T. Brennan, J. McConville, P. Savage

Total - 4

Absent:
Councillor M. Grehan

Total - 1

Accordingly, it was resolved to materially contravene the County Development Plan to enable the granting of planning permission, with conditions, to Patrick & Frances Walsh, Upper Mell, Drogheda Co. Louth for a development consisting of dwellinghouse, domestic garage, waste water treatment system and percolation area at Collonbeg, Collon, Co. Louth.  
Minute No. 136/04
Minutes
· On the proposal of Councillor M. Bellew, seconded by Councillor P. Savage, minutes of the monthly meeting held on 20th September 2004 were approved.
· Minutes of Area Committee Meetings and Corporate Policy Group Meeting of 16th September 2004 were noted.

Minute No. 137/04

Matters Arising
· Minute 131/04 – J. Martin, Director of Services confirmed that the topographical survey in respect of the Rock Road, Blackrock had not yet been received.
· Minute 131/04 – J. Martin, Director of Services confirmed that a report on the Station Road in Castlebellingham would be available before the next meeting of the Council.

· It was confirmed that a meeting of the Speed Limit Committee would be convened before the end of November.

· It was noted that a commitment had been given at the September meeting that the provision of cycle lanes would be considered as part of the design/construction of all new bridges.

Minute No. 138/04

Annual Budget Meeting
On the proposal of Councillor J. McConville, seconded by Councillor G. Nash, members agreed to hold the Annual Budget Meeting on Monday 29th November 2004 at 6.00 p.m.

Minute No. 139/04

County Louth Vocational Education Committee
Members noted the requirement to elect nine members of the local authority to County Louth Vocational Education Committee in accordance with composition of VEC Regulations 2004.
· Councillors M. Bellew, G. Nash and J. Ryan formed a group to elect Councillor M. Bellew.

· Councillors I. Munster, K. O’Heiligh and P. McGeough formed a group to elect Councillor I. Munster.

· Councillors K. Meenan, J. Loughran and T. Sharkey formed a group to elect Councillor T. Sharkey.

· On the proposal of Councillor J. D’Arcy, seconded by Councillor A. Donohoe, members agreed to elect Councillor O. Tully to County Louth VEC.

· On the proposal of Councillor P. Savage, seconded by Councillor D. Breathnach, members agreed to elect Councillor S. Keelan to County Louth VEC.

· On the proposal of Councillor F. McCoy, seconded by Councillor O. Tully, members agreed to elect Councillor J. D’Arcy to County Louth VEC.

· On the proposal of Councillor J. McConville, seconded by Councillor J. Mulroy, members agreed to elect Councillor F. Maher to County Louth VEC.

· On the proposal of Councillor D. Lynch, seconded by Councillor F. Maher, members agreed to elect Councillor T. Reilly to County Louth VEC.

· On the proposal of Councillor J. Lennon, seconded by Councillor F. McCoy, members agreed to elect Councillor T. Brennan to County Louth VEC.

Accordingly Councillors M. Bellew, I. Munster, T. Sharkey, O. Tully, S. Keelan, J. D’Arcy, F. Maher, T. Reilly and T. Brennan were elected to County Louth Vocational Education Committee in accordance with Composition of VEC Regulations 2004.

Minute No. 140/04
Louth Hospitality – Tourism Marketing Plan
Ms. Alison Condra, Tourism Officer presented an overview of the work of Louth Hospitality to date addressing issues such as:
· Marketing Plan

· Training

· Signage Audit

· Festivals

· Heritage Trails

· Myths and Legends

· Visitor Attractions

· Coastline – unspoilt beaches, leisure opportunities

· Louth Golf Guide

· Familiarisation Trips

· Accommodation Guides

While complimenting Louth Hospitality and in particular the Tourism Officer on the work completed to date, members nevertheless expressed dissatisfaction that the trade had only contributed €12,000 to date towards marketing of the county.  The Tourism Officer added that two other tourism associations are also collecting trade funds in Louth.  Concern was expressed that no dining establishment in Louth participated in the Good Value Menu Guide and it was agreed that this was a matter that required attention.

Minute No. 140/04

Presentation from Bord Gais
Ms. Susie Fisher, Corporate Affairs and Mr. Danny Barr, Project Engineer, BGE addressed the members in relation to the proposed South/North pipeline.  At the outset, it was clarified that BGE is a wholly owned subsidiary of Bord Gais.  Members were advised that Bord Gais had been granted a licence to build the pipeline and that a planning application for the project will be lodged before the end of the year.  It was noted that consultation was currently ongoing with landowners, special interest groups and agencies/organisations.  It was also noted that there was a possibility that relevant materials could be transported to Ireland via Drogheda Port with resultant benefits to the local economy.  Members thanked Ms. Fisher and Mr. Barr for the easy-to-understand presentation and a brief discussion focused on the following issues:-
· feasibility of using same route as motorway

· the need to ensure that an adequate road network can accommodate additional traffic that might be generated if Drogheda Port is used in relation to bringing in materials

· the potential for towns and villages in the county to link into the system

· who is responsible for any subsidence that may arise as a result of the pipeline in terms of both initial and long term reinstatement.

Mr. Barr responded to the queries raised and indicated that he would research information and revert to members in relation to a query raised in the matter of an increase of 10.9% in the cost of gas as announced by Bord Gais.

Minute No. 141/04
Suspension of Standing Orders
On the proposal of Councillor J. McConville, seconded by Councillor A. Donohoe, it was agreed to suspend Standing Orders to enable the meeting continue until 1.30 p.m.

Minute No. 142/04
Section 85 Agreement – CAMP System 
Mr. Eamon Woulfe, Chief Fire Officer presented an overview of the CAMP System which involves a computerisation of the call-out system.  Mr. Woulfe also explained the requirement for the Section 85 Agreement with Dublin City Council.  Members queried issues as follows:-
· Capital and operational costs of system

· How and if the Northern Ireland Fire Service can be linked to the system

· How is the ambulance service linked to the system

· The manner in which Dublin City Fire Service will determine which brigade attends an incident and if a second or further brigade is necessary

· The possibility of job displacement as a result of the system

The Chief Fire Officer responded to the members’ queries as raised.  On the proposal of Councillor D. Breathnach, seconded by Councillor P. Savage, members approved the CAMP Section 85 Agreement between Dublin City Council and Louth County Council for the provision of a new callout system for Louth Fire Authorities in accordance with report circulated with the agenda.
Minute No. 143/04
Ratification of Members’ Representation on SPCs
On the proposal of Councillor K. O’Heiligh, seconded by Councillor O. Tully, members ratified membership in accordance with the report included with the agenda.  Members also approved the filling of the remaining vacancies as follows:-
Infrastructure SPC – Councillor O. Tully

Corporate SPC – Councillor K. Meenan

Planning & Development SPC – Councillor T. Brennan

Minute No. 144/04

Study on Local Government Financing in Ireland
Members noted the correspondence included with the agenda.  Mr. A. Davis, Head of Finance advised that all submissions must be received on/before 1st November.
Minute No. 145/04

Roads Progress Report

Members noted the contents of Report and a brief discussion took place which raised the following issues:-
· Traffic calming proposals for Tullyesker not included in report – J. Martin, Director of Services clarified that the funding of €101,000 was in respect of 2003 and that no allocation was available in the current year.  Agreed to re-examine this.
· Need for security while Tierney Street Project in operation because of ongoing vandalism.

· Speed ramps in housing estates – will be addressed at SPC level when new committee is in place.

· Situation in relation to barrier requirement at Rockmarshall.
Minute No. 146/04
Conference Approval
Approval was given to the attendance of members at conferences as set out hereunder.

Association of Irish Regions – EU Cohesion Policy

15th November 2004  

· J. McConville

· J. Ryan

Enterprise Kiltullagh Ltd – 5th Annual National Conference

28th October 2004 

· J. Ryan

· M. Bellew

· J. Lennon

· T Brennan

NFLA Annual Policy Briefing

15th October 2004



· M. Grehan

· M. O’Dowd

Kadenza Consultancies – Policy Making in Local Government

· J. D’Arcy

International Genealogy Festival

30th September  - 3rd October 2004

· J. D’Arcy

Drogheda Cross Border Focus – The Good Friday Agreement

23rd -25th September 2004  


· O. Tully


-  D. Breathnach

· J. D’Arcy


-  J. McConville

· M. Grehan

-  T. Brennan

· M. O’Dowd

DKIT / Louth County Council – Spatial Strategy in North East Region
5th November 2004

· J. Mulroy


-  J. McConville

· G. Nash


-  J. Ryan

· P. Savage

-  D. Breathnach

· J. Lennon
Local Authority Members Association – Winter Seminar 2004
12th & 13th November 2004
· J. Lennon


-  M. Bellew

· J. D’Arcy


-  D. Lynch

· J. McConville

-  P. McGeough

· G. Nash


-  M. O’Dowd

· J. Ryan


-  T. Sharkey

· D. Breathnach

-  P. Savage

Minute No. 147/04
Notices of Motion
12.1
From Comhairleoir Pearse McGeough

“Éilíonn an Comhairle seo ar an Taoiseach go gcuirfidh sé moladh ós comhair Comhairle na hEorpa chun leasú a dheánadh ar rialú 1/1958 chun an Ghaeilge a chur san áireamh mar Theanga Oifigiúil Oibre an Aontais Eorpaigh.”

“That this Council calls upon an Taoiseach to bring about a proposal to the European Council to amend regulations 1/1958 to include the Irish Language as an official working language of the EU.”

Councillor P. McGeough, as the proposer of the motion, noted the decision since the motion was placed on the agenda, to amend the regulations and expressed a guarded welcome to the decision.
12.2
From Councillor Imelda Munster 
“Iarann an Chomhairle seo ar an Rialtas cearta vótala a thabairt do thoghthóiri na sé chondae I dtoghcháin Uachtaránachta angus I reifrinn”.

“This Council asks the Government to ensure voting rights for the electorate in the six counties in Presidential Elections and in referenda.”

Councillor I. Munster, as the proposer of the motion, referred to the fact that 96% of the electorate voted for the Good Friday Agreement and that an All Ireland Presidential election would be a major step forward towards an inclusive society.  While members were very supportive of the concept of the motion, the issue of the practicality of how it could be achieved would need to be addressed.
12.3    From Comhairleoir Tomás Sharkey

 “Cáineann an Chomhairle se an tógáil a rinne Airm na Breataine ar chrann cumarsiade I bhfoircheall an Nollaig seo ciate.”

“This Council condemns the erection of an additional mast at Forkhill by the British Army last Christmas.”

On proposing the motion, Councillor T. Sharkey referred to the unknown emissions from mast installations and the ongoing concerns of communities in this regard.  He advised that had corresponded with the former Minister for Foreign Affairs, Brian Cowen TD, in the matter and was now seeking the formal support of the members for the motion.  On the proposal of Councillor T. Reilly, seconded by Councillor T. Sharkey, it was agreed to write to the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland in the matter.
12.7
From Councillor Peter Savage
“That the Council strongly support the initiative by Dundalk Racing Limited to provide an all weather racing track at their premises on the Newry Road, and ask the Minister for Finance to make what ever representations / adjustments are necessary to achieve this objective”.
Councillor P. Savage asked the members to support the motion as the provision of an all weather racing track would increase meetings held at the stadium for 25 per year with resultant benefits for tourism and employment.  On the proposal of Councillor P. Savage, seconded by Councillor D. Breathnach members unanimously agreed to write to the Minister for Finance seeking support for the proposal.
Minute No. 148/04
Suspension of Standing Orders
On the proposal of Councillor P. Savage, seconded by Councillor J. McConville, it was agreed to suspend Standing Orders to enable the meeting continue until 1.45 p.m.

Minute No. 149/04
Notices of Motion
12.4
From Councillors Declan Breathnach and Peter Savage
“That Louth County Council delist Smallwares Ltd. buildings at Castlebellingham from the list of protected/listed buildings on foot of agreement with the current owners to guarantee to maintain these buildings to their present high standard.  Further that the Jevins family undertake to advise in writing Louth County Council if they ever decide to sell the property so that the above de listing proposal can be re-listed if warranted.”
Councillor D. Breathnach indicated that his reason for proposing the motion was due to the additional insurance premium being levied on the building because of its protected status.  Councillor P. Savage, in seconding the motion, indicated that the extra insurance loading was affecting the business’ ability to compete with markets from abroad and noted the importance of maintaining indigenous industry.  A number of members were concerned that removing the protected status would remove protection from the building in the event of it being sold.  It was noted that the owner had indicated his willingness to enter into a legal agreement in relation to the maintenance of the building and giving a commitment to advise Louth County Council in advance of any plans to sell.  Mr. G. Duffy, Senior Planner stressed that there was no issue in relation to the manner in which the building is maintained, which is to an exceptionally high standard, but advised that there is no provision for any agreement, as referred to, in the legislation.  
On the proposal of Councillor D. Breathnach, seconded by Councillor P. Savage, a roll call vote was taken on the proposal to initiate proceedings to delist the Smallwares Ltd. buildings.

For:

Councillors D. Breathnach, T. Brennan, J. Lennon, J. Loughran, 



J. McConville, P. McGeough, K. Meenan, I. Munster, T. Reilly,



P. Savage, T. Sharkey

Total – 11

Against:
Councillors M. Bellew, J. Ryan

Total – 2

Abstain:
Councillor K. O’Heiligh

Total – 1

Absent:
Councillors T. Clare, J. D’Arcy, A. Donohoe, M. Grehan, S. Keelan,



D. Lynch, F. McCoy, F. Maher, G. Nash, M. O’Dowd

Total – 10

Accordingly it was resolved to commence proceedings to delist Smallwares Ltd. buildings at Castlebellingham from the list of Protected/Listed Buildings.
Signed: _________________

Date: ________________ 

               Cathaoirleach
