LOUTH

COUNTY

COUNCIL

Minutes of Adjourned Annual Budget Meeting of Louth County Council held on Thursday 2nd December 2004 in the Council Chamber, County Hall, Millennium Centre Dundalk at 6.00 p.m.

In Attendance:
Chairman:

Councillor T. Brennan
Other Members:
Councillors M. Bellew, D. Breathnach, 
J. D’Arcy, A. Donohoe, S. Keelan, 
J. Loughran, D. Lynch, J. McConville, 
P. McGeough, F. Maher, K. Meenan, 
J. Mulroy, M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, 
T. Reilly, J. Ryan, P. Savage, 
T. Sharkey, O. Tully

Officials:

Ms. M. Moloney, County Manager







Mr. J. McGuinness, Director of Services







Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services






Ms. R. Kenny, Director of Services






Mr. M. Curran, Director of Services






Mr. A. Davis, Head of Finance







Ms. B. Woods, Financial Accountant







Ms. M. Murtagh, Senior Exec Officer







Mr. W. Walsh, Senior Exec Officer







Mr. P. Donnelly, Senior Exec Officer 
Apologies:
Councillors F. McCoy, J. Lennon, G. Nash
-------------------------------------------------
Minute No. 164/04

The meeting recommenced with a review of Programme Group Three.
Programme Group Three
A number of issues were raised by various members including:
· Water supply in the Drogheda Area and pressures from Meath County Council
· Issues of Water Conservation 

· Large planning applications which required large volumes of water

· Clogherhead Aquifer and Ballymakenny route

· The extension to the waste water treatment plant in Drogheda

· Purchase of water from other Local Authorities

· Rural Water Monitoring Committee

· Potential for Omeath water and waste water treatment plant facilities 
Programme Group Four

During the review of Programme Group Four a number of particular issues were raised including:

· Forward planning 

· Dereliction removal

· Tourism

· Dundalk Retail Park

· Taking in charge of estates

· Planning contribution refunds

· Outstanding development levies

· Income from planning fees

· Community planning peace and reconciliation prospects
· Proposal from Councillor Oliver Tully that the Nuclear Free Authorities representational contribution should be included in the expenditure for 2005

In response to the queries raised Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services, Ms. R. Kenny, Director of Services, Mr. A. Davis, Head of Finance, Mr. M. Curran, Director of Services and the County Manager clarified the issues raised.
Programme Group Five
Issues raised under Programme Group Five included:

· New Civic Amenity site in Drogheda

· Extension of village sweeping programme
· Environmental campaign and blue flags

· Air pollution

· Environmental infrastructure

· The issue of oil laundering and the environmental consequences

· Potential for subsidised septic tank cleaning

· Public private partnership with sweeping machine

· Use of beach cleaning machine

· Use of more broad leaf trees

· Rural water quality

· Waste Management Plan review
· Landfill fees

· Casual trading income

· Reduction in Civil Defence expenditure
· Establishment of CAMP in relation to the fire service

· Proposal to have a quarterly expenditure versus budget review

Mr. A. Davis, Head of Finance and Ms. R. Kenny, Director of Services responded 
in relation to the points raised and dealt with the issues with regard to farm pollution, village sweeping, environmental campaigns, diesel laundering and potential for a quarterly report on expenditure generally.
Programme Group Six

Members raised a number of issues including the Recreation Strategy, the Arts Programme, play policy, education bursary, and youth bursary.  Mr. J. McGuinness, Director of Services and the County Manager responded to the matters raised.

Programme Group Seven

Members raised a number of matters in relation to Higher Education Grants, Piers and Harbours, Control of Dogs, Special Schools, use of the animal pound.  Ms. J. Martin, Ms. R. Kenny and Mr. A. Davis responded to the queries raised.

Programme Group Eight

No issues were raised

Programme Group Nine

Councillor T. Sharkey raised an issue in relation to the increased costs for the running of County Hall.  
It was proposed by Councillor D. Breathnach and seconded by Councillor P. Savage to adopt the Draft Budget as presented subject to the condition that any additional funds that may become available would go towards the Central Heating Programme for Local Authority dwellings.
Councillor T. Sharkey, on behalf of the Sinn Fein group, referred to his questions and some further clarification in relation to issues raised.

A roll call vote was taken, the result of which was as follows:-

For: 
Councillors M. Bellew, D. Breathnach, T. Brennan, J. D’Arcy, A. Donohoe, D. Lynch, J. McConville, F. Maher, 
J. Mulroy, M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, T. Reilly, J. Ryan, 
P. Savage, O. Tully

Total - 15
Abstain:
Councillors J. Loughran, P. McGeough, K. Meenan, 
T. Sharkey 
Total - 4

Absent:
Councillors T. Clare, M. Grehan, S. Keelan, J. Lennon, 
F. McCoy, I. Munster, G. Nash

Total - 7
Accordingly, it was resolved, in accordance with the terms of Section 103 of the Local Government Act 2001, to adopt the Draft Budget and to determine in accordance with the said Budget, an annual rate of valuation of €47.61 to be levied for the several purposes specified in the said budget for the financial year ended 31st December 2005 and to determine in accordance with the said Budget, the amounts to be demanded from Dundalk Town Council and Drogheda Borough Council.
This concluded the business of the meeting. 

Signed: _________________

Date: ________________

 
     Cathaoirleach
