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LOUTH           COUNTY           COUNCIL

Minutes of March Monthly Meeting of Louth County Council held on Monday 29th March 2004 in the Council Chamber, County Hall, Millennium Centre, Dundalk at 10.00 a.m.
In attendance:    Cathaoirleach:

Councillor N. McCabe
Other Members:
Councillors M. Bellew, D. Breathnach,     

T. Brennan, S. Byrne, S. Collins, 
J. D’Arcy, R. Foley, F. Godfrey, 
M. Grehan, S. Keelan, J. Lennon, 
N. Lennon, D. Lynch, J. McConville, 

F. McCoy, J. Mulroy, M. O’Brien-Campbell, 
A. O’Donnell, M. O’Dowd, T. Reilly, 
T. Sharkey, O. Tully


       Officials:

Ms. M. Moloney, County Manager






Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services







Mr. E. McGuire, Director of Services






Mr. J. McGuinness, Director of Services







Ms. B. Woods, Acting Head of Finance







Ms. M. Murtagh, Senior Exec Officer







Mr. P. Fitzsimons, Senior Exec Officer

Mr. P. Donnelly, Senior Exec Officer







Ms. P. Watters, Administrative Officer







Mr. P. Fallon, Senior Engineer



      Apologies:

Councillor P. Savage



       -----------------------------------------

Minute No. 21/04
Votes of Sympathy
· Members unanimously passed a vote of sympathy with the family of Cormac McAnallin, Tyrone Captain, who died suddenly.

· Members unanimously passed a vote of sympathy with the family of John McCall who died suddenly in South Africia while representing his country in international underage rugby.
Minute No. 22/04

Minutes
· On the proposal of Councillor S. Keelan, seconded by Councillor D. Breathnach, the minutes of the monthly meeting held on 16th February 2004 were approved.
· Minutes of area committee meetings and SPC meetings circulated with the agenda were noted.
Minute No. 23/04
Matters Arising
It was noted that the BNFL presentation, including the date, to members of Louth Local Authorities, was agreed collectively by members at the February monthly meeting in accordance with correspondence circulated at that meeting – Minute 19/04 refers.
Minute No. 24/04
Roadworks Programme 2004
Members noted the content of the Roadworks Programme 2004 circulated with the agenda.  Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services gave an overview of the Programme which had been discussed at all area meetings.  Members welcomed the report and in the course of discussion, noted the following issues:-
· The good overall performance by all staff, indoor and outdoor, in drafting and implementing the programme.

· The fact that expenditure on foot of income from development levies is visible in the programme.

· The need to limit danger/disruption to side roads as a result of construction of Western Bypass.

· Need for proper signage.

· Need to address the issue of local roads.

· Upgrading of N52 welcome.
· Position in relation to installation of noise barriers on Green Road.

· Need to allocate money for upgrading of Rock Road, Blackrock following survey.

· Need for traffic management system during works at Rockmarshall.
· Maintenance of verges/central strip along motorway.

· Safety measures at schools to be complimented.

· Need to examine protocol for provision of public lighting.

· Priority for Termonfeckin/Baltray area as a result of Irish Open.

· Gaulstown Road upgrading.

· Need to progress proposals for interchange at Armagh Road.

· Update on position in relation to rear accesses in local authority estates.

· Interreg funding for Cross Border roads should be explored.

The Director of Services responded in detail to issues raised by members.  The Roadworks Programme 2004 was approved on the proposal of Councillor F. Godfrey, seconded by Councillor F. McCoy.

Minute No. 25/04

Electronic Voting
Mr. Dave Walsh, Franchise Section, Department of Environment, Heritage & Local Government gave a demonstration to members on the electronic voting machine to be used in the forthcoming local elections.  Mr. Walsh, using a powerpoint presentation, also highlighted how the count would be undertaken in accordance with the new system.  Mr. Walsh responded to all queries/comments raised in the course of a question and answer session.
Minute No. 26/04
Regional Drugs Task Force
Members noted correspondence from Dr. Nazih Eldin in the matter of a proposed presentation to members which would form part of the consultation process in the preparation of an Action Plan for tackling the drugs issue.  Members unanimously agreed that the Task Force would be invited to make the presentation at the April meeting of the Council.
Minute No. 27/04
Conference Approval
Approval was given to the attendance of members at conferences as set out hereunder.

· General Council of County Councils – Annual Conference 2004
Kilkenny from 11th to 13th March 2004
· Cllr. S. Byrne




· Cllr. S. Keelan





· Cllr. T. Reilly
· Cllr. N. McCabe
· Cllr. J. Lennon
· Cllr. F. McCoy
· Cllr. A. O’Donnell

· Cllr. O. Tully

· Cllr. T. Brennan

· Health Services in Ireland – Annual Conference
Tullamore on 26th & 27th March 2004

· Cllr. M. Bellew
· Cllr. S. Keelan

· Cllr. N. Lennon

· Cllr. T. Brennan

· Teagasc – Rural Development Conference 2004
Tullamore on 30th March 2004
· Cllr. G. Nash
· Les Recontres/Fingal County Council – National Meeting of Elected Members
Swords from 29th January to 1st February 2004

· Cllr. T. Brennan
· Wexford Borough Council – National Conference on Renewable Energy
Wexford on 5th & 6th February 2004

· Cllr. D. Breathnach
· Cllr. F. McCoy

· Cllr. T. Reilly

· Cllr. N. McCabe

· Cllr. J. Lennon

· Cllr. O. Tully

· Kilkee Waterworld Ltd – “Partnership-The Possibilities and the Perils”
Kilkee on 25th & 26th March 2004
· Cllr. S. Byrne

· Confederation of European Councillors – “Rural Communities & Their Future Needs”

Monaghan on 18th & 19th March 2004

· Cllr. D. Lynch

· Cllr. T. Brennan

· NFLA Secretariat - 6th Irish & UK Local Authorities Standing Conference on Nuclear Hazards

Glasgow on 25th & 26th March 2004

· Cllr. M. O’Dowd

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed: 
_____________________

     Date: ________________
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