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LOUTH           COUNTY           COUNCIL

Minutes of February Monthly Meeting of Louth County Council held on Monday 16th February 2004 in the Council Chamber, County Hall, Millennium Centre, Dundalk at 10.00 a.m.
In attendance:    Cathaoirleach:

Councillor N. McCabe
Other Members:
Councillors M. Bellew, D. Breathnach,     

T. Brennan, S. Byrne, T. Clare, 

S. Collins, J. D’Arcy, R. Foley, 
F. Godfrey, M. Grehan, S. Keelan, 
J. Lennon, N. Lennon, D. Lynch, 
J. McConville, J. Mulroy, G. Nash, 
M. O’Brien-Campbell, A. O’Donnell, 

M. O’Dowd, T. Reilly, P. Savage, 
T. Sharkey, O. Tully


       Officials:

Ms. M. Moloney, County Manager






Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services







Mr. E. McGuire, Director of Services






Mr. M. Curran, Director of Services







Mr. G. Duffy, A/Director of Services







Mr. A. Davis, Head of Finance







Ms. M. Murtagh, Senior Exec Officer







Ms. C. Moss, Senior Exec Officer







Mr. P. Fitzsimons, Senior Exec Officer

Mr. P. Donnelly, Senior Exec Officer

Mr. J. McGuinness, Senior Exec Officer







Ms. P. Watters, Administrative Officer







Mr. P. Fallon, Senior Engineer







Mr. M. O’Callaghan, Senior Engineer




       -----------------------------------------

Minute No. 12/04
Minutes
· On the proposal of Councillor F. Godfrey, seconded by Councillor N. Lennon, the minutes of the monthly meeting held on 19th January 2004 were approved.
· Minutes of area committee meetings and SPC meetings were noted.
Minute No. 13/04
Matters Arising
· Councillor M. O’Dowd sought clarification on an issue he had previously raised in relation to the requirement to vary the County Development Plan on foot of a decision already taken by the Council in connection with the Dunleer Local Area Plan.  The County Manager confirmed that the proposed variation of the County Development Plan will be brought before the members shortly.
· In response to a query from Councillor T. Sharkey in relation to the Tullyallen Local Area Plan, Acting Director of Services, Mr. G. Duffy clarified that there was no requirement to circulate full detailed submissions made during public display to members but that the Act provided for a summary to be distributed as part of the Manager’s Report.  He confirmed that the report had been distributed within the required timeframe for the Tullyallen Local Area Plan.

Minute No. 14/04
Section 183
On the proposal of Councillor T. Reilly, seconded by Councillor J. McConville, members unanimously approved the sale of affordable house at 46 De la Salle Crescent, Ardee in accordance with terms of notice dated 20th January 2004 served on each member.

Minute No. 15/04

Electronic Voting
The County Manager advised the meeting that due to unforeseen circumstances, Mr. Peter Greene from the Franchise Section of the Department of Environment, Heritage & Local Government was unable to attend the meeting as agreed, to make a presentation on electronic voting.  The Meetings Administrator advised that a Regional Demonstration of the system was scheduled to take place in Dundalk on 5th March to which all elected members would be invited.  Notwithstanding the Regional Demonstration, members agreed, on the proposal of Councillor M. Bellew, seconded by Councillor M. Grehan, to invite Mr. Greene to attend the March monthly meeting to make the presentation to members.
Minute No. 16/04
Development Contribution Scheme
Mr. G. Duffy, Acting Director of Services gave a brief presentation to members on the current status of the scheme.  The presentation, by way of introduction, stressed that, contrary to many reports, levies have been imposed on developments under the Planning Acts 1963-1999 and that this scheme, which must be made before 10th March, is being made under the Planning and Development Act 2000 to replace the existing scheme.  Mr. Duffy detailed qualifying infrastructure for funding under the scheme and highlighted the range of exemptions that would apply.  Members were given a comparison of potential income under the original draft presented to members in November 2003 and the published draft that went on public display following decision by members at their meeting on 24th November 2003 and it was highlighted that many of the identified infrastructural developments would not be possible as a result of the shortfall in income.  Members had been circulated with the Manager’s Report on the fourteen submissions received following the public display period and members were advised of the changes being recommended to the draft as a result of the submissions.
During a lengthy discussion, members raised various concerns on the impact that the imposition of the proposed levies would have on various sectors of the community.  The need to harmonise charges in neighbouring authorities was also raised by several members.  Councillor D. Lynch stressed the need for an audit trail on incoming levies and it was agreed that a detailed report would be provided to members on an annual basis and details of projects funded included in the Council’s Annual Report.  The Head of Finance outlined the position relating to development levies received to 31st December 2002 under the existing levy scheme and advised the members that the total received was approximately €10 million to 31st December 2002.  Of the overall amount, €2.5 million was raised on roads levies, €6.4 million on sanitary services and €0.7 million on recreation and amenity projects and the total raised was either expended, budgeted for, committed or capitalised subject to contracts in some cases being awarded or undertaken.  These monies were ringfenced under the existing scheme.  Members were advised that accounting for the 2003 levies was currently in progress.  During discussion, the County Manager confirmed that, in circumstances where it was not possible for an applicant to pay all monies in advance, a system of payment by instalment would be agreed.
A number of amendments were proposed in the course of discussion as follows:
· A proposal by Councillor J. Mulroy not to impose any charge on affordable housing was not put to a vote as it failed to be seconded.

· A proposal by Councillor F. Godfrey, seconded by Councillor M. O’Dowd to give a 50% exemption to first time buyers was withdrawn when members were advised that it would be administratively impossible to give effect to such a proposal and that the significant reduction in projected income would impact on the ability to provide identified infrastructure.
· A detailed proposal by Councillor T. Reilly, based on his submission included with the Manager’s Report, failed to be seconded and was not put to a vote.

· Councillor J. Mulroy proposed and Councillor J. McConville seconded that a 50% reduction be provided for future development of Port Open Storage.  A roll call vote was taken, the result of which was as follows:

For:

Councillors S. Collins, F. Godfrey, J. McConville, J. Mulroy, G. Nash,



M. O’Brien-Campbell, M. O’Dowd, T. Reilly.

Total – 8
Against:
Councillors M. Bellew, D. Breathnach, T. Brennan, S. Byrne, J. D’Arcy,



M. Grehan, S. Keelan, J. Lennon, N. Lennon, D. Lynch, N. McCabe,



A. O’Donnell, P. Savage, T. Sharkey, O. Tully.

Total – 15

Abstain:
Councillor R. Foley


Total – 1

Absent:
Councillors T. Clare, F. McCoy

Total – 2

Accordingly the proposal was defeated.

· Councillor M. Grehan proposed and Councillor T. Reilly seconded that turbines on windfarms should be exempted from development charges.  A roll call vote was taken, the result of which was as follows:
For:

Councillors M. Grehan, N. Lennon, D. Lynch, J. McConville, G. Nash,


M. O’Brien-Campbell, A. O’Donnell, T. Reilly, T. Sharkey.
Total – 9

Against:
Councillors M. Bellew, D. Breathnach, T. Brennan, S. Byrne, T. Clare,



S. Collins, J. D’Arcy, R. Foley, F. Godfrey, S. Keelan, J. Lennon, 



N. McCabe, J. Mulroy, M. O’Dowd, P. Savage, O. Tully.

Total – 16

Absent:
Councillor F. McCoy

Total – 1

Accordingly the proposal was defeated.

· Councillor D. Breathnach proposed and Councillor T. Clare seconded that any farm improvement works necessitated as a result of EU Farm Environmental Programmes/Directives be exempted.  A roll call vote was taken, the result of which was as follows:

For:

Councillors M. Bellew, D. Breathnach, T. Brennan, S. Byrne, T. Clare, 



S. Collins, J. D’Arcy, R. Foley, F. Godfrey, S. Keelan, J. Lennon, 



N. Lennon, D. Lynch, N. McCabe, J. McConville, J. Mulroy, G. Nash, 



M. O’Brien-Campbell, A. O’Donnell, M. O’Dowd, T. Reilly, P. Savage, 



T. Sharkey, O. Tully.

Total – 24

Absent:
Councillors M. Grehan, F. McCoy.

Total – 2

Accordingly it was resolved that the draft scheme would be amended to provide an exemption for farm improvement works necessitated as a result of EU Farm Environmental Programmes/Directives.
It was proposed by Councillor P. Savage and seconded by Councillor D. Breathnach to approve the scheme and the Manager’s Report subject to an increase of €1,000 in the waste water treatment charge from €1,397 to €2,397 as recommended by the County Manager.

A roll call vote was taken in the matter, the result of which was as follows:

For:

Councillors M. Bellew, D. Breathnach, T. Brennan, S. Byrne, T. Clare,



S. Collins, J. D’Arcy, S. Keelan, J. Lennon, N. Lennon, D. Lynch, 



N. McCabe, J. McConville, J. Mulroy, M. O’Brien-Campbell, A. O’Donnell,



T. Reilly, P. Savage, O. Tully.
Total – 19

Against:
Councillors R. Foley, F. Godfrey, G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, T. Sharkey.
Total – 5

Absent:
Councillors M.Grehan, F. McCoy
Total – 2

Accordingly it was resolved to adopt the Draft Development Scheme and Manager’s Report as presented subject to an increase of €1,000 to waste water charge from €1,397 to €2,397 and subject to the already agreed proposal to exempt farm improvement works necessitated as a result of EU Farm Environmental Programmes/Directives.
Minute No. 17/04
Suspension of Standing Orders
During the course of the lengthy discussion on the Development Contribution Scheme, it was agreed, on the proposal of Councillor P. Savage, seconded by Councillor T. Reilly, to suspend standing orders until 1.30 p.m.  It was subsequently agreed, on the proposal of F. Godfrey, seconded by Councillor J. D’Arcy, to suspend standing orders until 2.00 p.m. to enable discussion continue on agenda items.
Minute No. 18/04
March Monthly Meeting
It was agreed that the March monthly meeting of Louth County Council would take place on Monday 29th March 2004 at 10.00 a.m.
Minute No. 19/04
BNFL Presentation
Members noted the contents of the correspondence from Public Affairs Network circulated at the meeting.  It was agreed to proceed with the presentation as outlined in the correspondence on Friday 26th March 2004 and to make arrangements as necessary for the presentation.
Minute No. 20/04
Conference Approval
Approval was given to the attendance of members at conferences as set out hereunder.

· Duhallow Conference – 4-Day Seminar
Kanturk from 18th to 21st March 2004
· Cllr. M. Bellew




· Cllr. S. Collins





· Cllr. G. Nash
· Cllr. O. Tully
· Cllr. R. Foley
· Cllr. S. Keelan

· L.A.M.A. – 21st Annual Conference
Ennis on 15th & 16th April 2004

· Cllr. M. Bellew
· Kerry Environmental Recognition Centre – 13th Annual Environmental Conference
Ballybunion from 3rd to 6th March 2004
· Cllr. S. Collins
· Cllr. G. Nash
· Cllr. O. Tully
· Cllr. R. Foley
· Cllr. F. Godfrey

· Cllr. J. McConville

· Cllr. F. McCoy

· Cllr. M. O’Brien-Campbell

· Colmcille Heritage Trust – 15th Colmcille Winter School

Letterkenny from 27th to 29th February 2004

· Cllr. J. McConville
· Cllr. D Breathnach
· Clonmel Borough Council – The Clonmel Conference-A Healthy Debate

Clonmel on 2nd & 3rd April 2004

· Cllr. M. Bellew
· The Housing Unit – Annual Housing Practitioners Conference
Westport on 11th & 12th March 2004
· Cllr. F. Godfrey


This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed: 
_____________________

     Date: ________________
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