LOUTH 

COUNTY 
COUNCIL

Minutes of Housing, Social & Community Planning Strategic Policy Committee meeting held in Cooley Room, County Hall, Dundalk on Monday 18th October 2010 at 4.00pm
Present: 
Cllrs. J. Ryan (Chairman), A. Grehan, P. McGeough

Bill Baldwin, Business Rep

Officials:
J. McGuinness, Director of Services

W. Walsh, Senior Executive Officer




C. Vaughan, Senior Social Worker





D. Storey, Senior Executive Officer



Apologies:
Cllr. P. McQuillan

N. Mulligan, Voluntary Rep

------------------------------------

Minutes
On the proposal of Cllr. A. Grehan and seconded by Cllr. J. Ryan, the minutes of the meeting of 6th May 2010 were noted and adopted.
Matters Arising

It was noted that J. McGuinness would be bringing back to the next SPC meeting a Homeless Action Plan to address the needs of the region.
Social Leasing Initiative
D. Storey gave a presentation on the Social Leasing Initiative which has developed over the last 18 months and has been widely encouraged by the Department of Environment, Heritage & Local Government.
A number of matters were discussed including:-

· The origins of the scheme

· The principles of any lease

· Short term availability 

· Management of properties
· Activity to date

· Sourcing options

The presentation concluded with a debate on the implications of the Development of Social Leasing and the challenges moving forward.  

A number of issues further discussed including:-

· Implications for rental supplement

· Maintenance of stock issue

· Options to purchase

It was noted that there is to be an intended briefing to auctioneers in the coming days and this was welcomed by all.

Voluntary Housing Bodies
It was agreed that this matter be deferred to the next meeting of the Housing SPC.
Next Meeting
It was agreed that the next meeting would be held on 22nd November 2010.
That concluded the meeting.
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