LOUTH 

COUNTY 
COUNCIL

Minutes of Housing, Social & Community Planning Strategic Policy Committee meeting held in Melifont Room, County Hall, Dundalk on Thursday 6th May 2010 at 4.30pm
Present: 
Cllrs. J. Ryan (Chairman), P. McQuillan, A. Grehan.
N. Mulligan, Voluntary Rep

B. Attoh, Community Rep 

S. Briscoe, ICTU, Sectoral Rep
Officials:
W. Walsh, Senior Executive Officer




C. Vaughan, Senior Social Worker

------------------------------------

Minutes
The minutes of the meeting of 15th March 2010 were proposed by Cllr. P. McQuillan and seconded by Cllr. A. Grehan.

Matters Arising

Nil

Regional Homeless Action Plans
The Framework Regional Homeless Action Plan had been circulated with the agenda to the SPC members. Senior Social Worker, Catherine Vaughan, addressed the meeting on its contents and on the requirement to submit the framework plan to all Local Authorities (including town councils) within the North East Border Region (Louth, Monaghan and Cavan) within 10 weeks of 15th March 2010 as detailed by the Department in its circular letter HU 1/2010 of 5th March 2010. This requirement implies that the framework plan would need to be brought to the May meetings of the relevant local authorities, including Louth County Council. 

The department accepts that because of the tight timeframe, this framework Regional Homeless Action Plan could not contain detailed local homeless services models and plans at a county level. The preparation and adoption of detailed local plans to supplement the framework plan should be completed “as soon as possible after the development of the framework plan”, and follow on the review of homeless services currently being conducted in the North East Border Region. 

Catherine also addressed the meeting on the requirement to establish on a regional basis a Joint Homelessness Consultative Forum as well as a Management Group in accordance with Ministerial directions under the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009. 
Following the presentation, a number of matters were discussed including:-

· The exclusion of homeless people under 18 years of age from the remit of the local authority, child protection issues being a HSE responsibility, 

· The make up and functions of the Regional Homelessness Consultative Forum and the Management Group

· Funding sources for homeless services (Local Authority and HSE) and the mechanism for its future disbursement through the Management Group. 

· The requirement of the plan for the preparation of annual progress reports.

· The collection and availability of data for service and progress monitoring purposes 

· Deterioration of the economic situation and the implications for homelessness

Niall Mulligan proposed that the SPC meeting should recommend the Regional Homelessness Action Plan for adoption at the May meeting of Louth County Council. This was seconded by Cllr Alan Grehan and agreed by the meeting.

The meeting also agreed unanimously to the nomination at the May meeting of Louth County Council of the SPC chairman, Cllr Jim Ryan, to the Regional Homelessness Consultative Forum.

Home Sweet Home
Willie Walsh apologised for the absence of Rod Bond of DKIT whom it was proposed should deliver a presentation on this subject. Mr Bond was unfortunately out of the country on business. However, Willie provided an outline of this 3-year, pan-European, Commission-funded project designed to gather evidence of the benefits of providing elderly people living alone with a package of technologies in the home which would 

· Facilitate the resident in controlling their environment within the home (e.g. remote control of doors, windows; heat and light provision to automatically follow the person within the home; etc.),
· Enable the remote monitoring of key health indicators for the resident, thereby enabling in many cases preventative medical interventions to forestall medical events which would compromise the resident’s independence. 
The intention is to compare outcomes for lone residents who have the technologies with outcomes for those who don’t, and to provide, essentially, a cost-benefit analysis for the provision of these technologies. 
AOB
The meeting agreed to a proposal by Cllr. Alan Grehan that a presentation should be made to the full council on the subject of the new Social Leasing Scheme.  

That concluded the meeting.
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