LOUTH 

COUNTY 
COUNCIL

Minutes of Housing Strategic Policy Committee meeting held in County Hall, Dundalk on Monday 18th January 2010 at 3.00pm
Present: 
Cllrs. J. Ryan (Chairman), P. McQuillan, P. McGeough, A. Grehan, P. Savage, K. Callan

N. Mulligan, Dundalk Simon Community


B. Attoh, Community & Voluntary Sector
Officials:
J. McGuinness, Director of Services 




C. Vaughan, Senior Social Worker




T. McArdle, Administrative Officer



Apologies:
Cllr. P. Bell
------------------------------------

At the outset of the meeting, and as this was the first meeting of the Housing Strategic Policy Committee, J. Ryan sought all members to introduce themselves.
Introduction
J. McGuinness circulated documentation to all the members of the committee which included legislation, standing orders and current policies.
A presentation was also given in relation to the background for the creation of the Strategic Policy Committee, the Housing profile in County Louth and also suggested agenda items moving forward.  It was noted that there are proposals to have four meetings during the course of 2010 with dates circulated.

The presentation also focused on the specific work areas suggested which included:-

· Review of homeless services

· Review the role of the voluntary sector
· The implications of the Private Rented Dwellings Standards Regulations

· Anti Social Behaviour Strategy

· Incremental Purchase Scheme

· Planned Maintenance Programme

A considerable discussion ensued subsequently in relation to a variety of matters covered in the presentation.  These matters included:-

· Health Service Executive representation

· The role of the Homeless Forum

· Recent enforcement action with regard to an apartment complex in Dundalk Town Council
· The remit of the Private Rented Tenancy Board

· The possibility of cross referencing the Private Rented Tenancy Board database and the Non Principle Primary Residents database.
· Social leasing initiatives
· The implications of non acceptance of a voluntary housing allocation

At the conclusion of this general discussion, it was suggested and agreed that presentations would be made in future meetings and ideally the March meeting of the Housing SPC in relation to:-

· The role of the voluntaries, perhaps from a representative from the voluntary organisations.

· A presentation in relation to homeless services in Louth from their representative, Niall Mulligan.

Anti Social Behaviour Strategy
J. McGuinness circulated a draft and initial document in relation to the development of the above strategy which will be a requirement in early 2010.  It was suggested that the other members should consider same and that this item would be specifically placed on the agenda for the March Meeting.
That concluded the meeting.
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