LOUTH LOCAL AUTHORITIES / AN GARDA SÍOCHÁNA
Dundalk Joint Policing Committee
Minutes of Meeting held in Town Hall, Dundalk on Monday 6th September 2010 at 5.00pm
Present:-

LOCAL AUTHORITY

Elected Members:
Cllrs. C. Keelan, O. Herr, J. Green, O. Morgan, M. Butler, H. Todd, K. Meenan, E. O’Boyle, J. Ryan, T. Brennan, A. Grehan, E. Corrigan, T. Sharkey
Officials:
F. Pentony, Director of Services/Town Clerk DTC

J. Lawerence, Administrative Officer


P. Donnelly, Senior Executive Officer

AN GARDA SÍOCHÁNA



Superintendent G. Curley

Inspector L. McGinn

OIREACHTAS MEMBERS

F. O’Dowd, TD

COMMUNITY/VOLUNTARY RESPRESENTATIVES 




Dr. M. Hynes





H. McCarthy





A. Maguire

Apologies:
Minister D. Ahern, TD

Deputy S. Kirk, TD


Senator M. Dearey
----------------------------------------------

In the absence of the Chairman Cllr Jim Loughran acted as Chair.
1.
Minutes
The minutes of the meeting held on 31st May were adopted on the proposal of Dr. D. Hynes, seconded by Cllr. J. Loughran.
2.
Matters Arising
Cllr. J. Loughran raised the matter of joyriding at Carrickcarnan.
3.
District Policing Partnership Annual Conference
The correspondence was noted.
4.
Draft Work Programme 2010 - 2011
(a) Restorative Justice
Cllr Meenan proposed that a group from the Northern Ireland be invited to present at a future meeting. Members discussed the matter and while there was some surprise that the matter was included in the Work Programme, members looked forward to the initiative.  Superintendent Curley confirmed that there were no local constraints but he moved forward to working with all concerned in a formulised approach.

(b) Reorganisation of defunct Community Alert Scheme

Inspector L. McGinn addressed the meeting in the above matter and outlined that there was only one scheme not operating at present.

Cllr. Breathnach advised of the proposal to restart the Knockbridge Scheme following the Vintage Festival.

(c) Numbers on Houses
Members discussed the issue of locating houses and the lack of clear numbers on same.  The issue of rural and country houses was discussed and Cllr. Keelan suggested the answer may be the introduction of a postal code scheme that is being discussed at national level.

(d) Neighbourhood Watch

Supt. Curley outlined that 30 years ago the Scheme was very strong but had diminished over the years. Where schemes were in place they worked very well and had ongoing contact with An Garda Síochána.
On a query from Cllr. Keelan as to where the shortcomings were in the Scheme, Supt. Curley agreed to revert to the next meeting to look more closely at the Scheme.

Members discussed the strength and merits of the various schemes.  It was agreed that all the Schemes have a role to play in making it a safer community for all to live in.
5.
Any Other Business
There was a lengthy discussion under any other business where members raised numerous issues which were responded to by Supt. Curley and Inspector McGinn.
The issues includes:-

· Robberies in rural areas by individuals from outside the county with local knowledge.

· The issue of anti social behaviour in urban areas.

· Boy and girl racers and other dangerous driving practices.

· Joint cross border operation with PSNI to eliminate cross border dangerous driving.

· Use of lands for unauthorised activity.  F. Pentony highlighted role of council in enforcement action against landowner.
· Speeding on the R132 joining Old Newry Road.

· Need to use the media to highlight success of Gardaí.

· Speed limits at schools and the need to review same.
· Community alert being a two way street to build trust and respect with Gardaí.
· Road safety deaths due to driver fatigue and alcohol.

· Community Gardaí in Coxes – great relationship in the past, need to be worked on and developed.

· Newer estates needing more attention than settled estates.

· Speed limiters on vehicle owned by individuals with ASBO’s.

6. 
Next Meeting
The next meeting is schedule to take place on 1st November at 5.00pm.

That concluded the meeting.
Confirmed at Meeting held on:
__________________
Signed: ____________________   Chairman     

Signed: ____________________   Meetings Administrator       
