LOUTH LOCAL AUTHORITIES / AN GARDA SÍOCHÁNA
Dundalk Joint Policing Committee
Minutes of Inaugural Meeting held in Town Hall, Dundalk on Monday 1st March 2010 
Present:-

LOCAL AUTHORITY

Elected Members:
Cllrs. M. Bellew (Chairman)

M. Butler, E. Corrigan, J. D’Arcy, I. Dooley, A. Grehan, C. Keelan, J. Loughran, O. Morgan, E. O’Boyle, J. Ryan, T. Sharkey
Officials:
F. Pentony, Town Clerk / Director of Services


P. Fitzsimons, Senior Executive Officer

AN GARDA SÍOCHÁNA



Superintendent J. Sheridan

OIREACHTAS MEMBERS





Nil

Apologies:
Deputy A. Morgan, Cllr. K. Meenan, Cllr. D. Breathnach, Inspector L. McGinn
----------------------------------------------

1.
Introduction
The Chairman welcomed everyone present to this inaugural meeting of the Dundalk Joint Policing Committee and asked all members present to introduce themselves.
2.
Terms of Reference
F. Pentony gave an outline of the background to the setting up of the committees and their role and functions.  
He circulated the guidelines published jointly by the Ministers for Justice and Environment and gave a broad overview of the main points in the guidelines, including legislative background, role and functions of the committees, provisions for appointing Chairman and Vice Chairman, involvement of Oireachtas Members, attendance of press and public at meetings, Standing Orders etc.  In reply to queries from members, he clarified that the County Manager had sought a derogation from the respective Government Departments to enable the Joint Policing Committee structure in County Louth to coincide with the local authority electoral areas and the Garda Síochána management districts.  In response to members he agreed to make the relevant correspondence available to members.  He also advised of the establishment of a Joint Policing Committee Steering Group and its role and membership.  

P. Fitzsimons clarified that the process for selection of community representatives on the Joint Policing Committees was in progress and these representatives would be in place for the next meeting.

3.
Standing Orders
A copy of a draft set of Standing Orders as agreed by the Steering Group was circulated and considered.
The meeting agreed in principle to adopt the Standing Orders and formal adoption would take place at the next meeting.

4.
Appointment of Vice-Chairman
It was proposed by Cllr. T. Sharkey, seconded by Cllr. I. Dooley, and agreed that Cllr. J. Loughran be appointed Vice Chairman of the committee for a period of 2 years.
5.
An Garda Siochana Overview
Superintendent J. Sheridan gave a broad overview on some of the main issues affecting police operations in the Dundalk area at the present time including community policing arrangements, neighbourhood watch, overall crime figures, co-operation with local authorities on anti-social behaviour, joy riding and drugs misuse.
He responded to a number of issues raised by members including, inter alia:-

· CCTV cameras

· Manning hours of various garda stations

· Headshops

· Boy racers

· Garda Reserve unit

· Use of foot patrols etc.

6.
Schedule of Meetings 2010
The following schedule of ordinary meetings for the remainder of 2010 was agreed:-

· Monday 31st May 2010 – 5.00pm

· Monday 6th September 2010 – 5.00pm

· Monday 1st November 2010 – 5.00pm

That concluded the meeting.
Confirmed at Meeting held on:
__________________
Signed: ____________________


    
Chairman     

Signed: ____________________


    Meetings Administrator       
