LOUTH LOCAL AUTHORITIES / AN GARDA SÍOCHÁNA
Drogheda Joint Policing Committee
Minutes of meeting held in The Governors House, Millmount, Drogheda on Monday 20th September 2010 at 7.00pm
Present:-

LOCAL AUTHORITY

Elected Members:
Cllrs. F. Maher (Chairman)

M. O’Dowd, K. Callan, M. Coogan, R. Culhane, G. Nash, P. Bell, K. O’Heiligh, D. Wilton, I. Munster, P. McQuillan, T. Byrne, F. Godfrey, O. Tully
Officials:
P. Donnelly, SEO/Meetings Administrator

J. Martin, Director of Services

AN GARDA SÍOCHÁNA



Superintendent G. Smith

OIREACHTAS MEMBERS

None

COMMUNITY & VOLUNTARY SECTOR





Ms Nuala Earley





Ms Marie Russell





Mr. John Crilly

Apologies:
Deputy S. Kirk, TD

Minister D. Ahern, TD

Deputy S. Kirk, TD


Deputy F. O’Dowd, TD


Senator M. Dearey


Senator J. Carroll


Inspector B. Cadden
----------------------------------------------

1.
Minutes
The minutes of the meeting of 17th May 2010 were adopted on the proposal of Cllr. Godfrey and seconded by Cllr. Tully
2. 
Matters Arising from Minutes

There were no matters arising.
3.
Election of Vice Chairman
P. Donnelly, at the request of the Chairman, clarified the matter of appointment of Vice Chairman as per the Joint Policing Committee Guidelines.
Cllr. Culhane was proposed by Cllr. Godfrey and seconded by Cllr. O’Dowd.  There being no other nomination, the Chairman declared Cllr. Culhane elected as Vice Chairman.

4.
Community Safety & Policing – Halloween 
Supt. Smith outlined to the meeting that the plan in place by the Gardaí would be as enacted in 2009 and had proven successful.  He confirmed that random checkpoints would also be a feature of their response in order to stem the supply of fireworks.
J. Martin confirmed that she and her staff had met with the Gardaí and would, as a result, be including Lavin Park in this years planned response.

Cllr. Godfrey recognised the difficulty the Gardaí and Borough Council faced in trying to manage the Halloween period and he congratulated both on their success last year.

Cllr. Wilton welcomed the Garda initiative which had obviously reduced the supply of fireworks in the communities.

M. Russell welcomed the Big Bin Initiative and advised that the job initiative workers are available to assist with clean up operations which were confirmed recently by the RAPID Co-ordinator.
Cllr. Bell raised the matter of bonfire requests received in the office of the Mayor.  He requested that such applications be refused where the proposed site was elevated.

Cllr. McQuillan expressed concern as to the availability of staff resources as Halloween fell on a weekend this year.

J. Martin responded to these and other issues that arose in the conversations and assured the members those operational issues will be addressed within the given resources where appropriate.  J. Martin outlined that the provisions of the Waste Management Act would be used to prosecute offenders as appropiate although it was a protracted process.
Supt. Smith, in addressing the member queries, outlined the Gardaí intention to visit primary and secondary schools in the run up to Halloween and raise awareness of the difficulties unruly behaviour can cause.  Gardaí will not tolerate unauthorised driving in public places and will use the powers of law at their disposal to deal with such problems.

J. Martin and Supt. Smith addressed members’ queries and suggestions in regard to communities’ responsibility for fires and the use of the RAPID CCTV system.

J. Martin agreed that a joint Garda/Borough Council press release would be issued highlighting the dangers of burning particular types of materials etc.

5.
Garda Síochána Briefing
Supt. Smith in delivering his briefing highlighted the reduction in crime in a number of categories including serious assaults down by 100%, theft from cars reduced by 5% and house robberies down by 60%.  He also advised of 400 public house inspections in the period May to September 2010.
Members collectively welcomed the very satisfactory reduction in crime figures and congratulated the Gardaí on their continued good work.
6.
Local Authority Briefing
In delivering her report, J. Martin advised members of the Anti Social Behaviour Policy being in place and confirmed that 22 cases had been investigated in the reporting period.  From these seven verbal warnings, six written warnings were issued.  She also confirmed that three properties had been surrendered to the Council since January.
In response to member’s questions, J. Martin agreed to have a report on Anti- social Behaviour for the county area at the next meeting.
7.
District Policing Partnership Annual Conference 2010 
Correspondence noted.
8.
White Paper on Crime – Regional Meetings 

Correspondence noted further details to follow.
9. 
Any Other Business
The Chairman in outlining that the next meeting was scheduled for 15th November proposed that two public meetings be held, the first in the Holy Family Community centre to facilitate the town’s south side and environs, with a second meeting after Christmas to cater for the north side and its environs.

Other matters discussed included the proposal to have the Drogheda Community Drugs and Alcohol forum present at a future meeting.

Road Safety (Driving & Mobile Phone) as a future agenda item.

That concluded the meeting.
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