LOUTH 

COUNTY 
COUNCIL
Ardee Joint Policing Committee
Minutes of Meeting held in Ardee Castle, Ardee on Tuesday 4th May 2010 at 6.00pm 

Attendance
Elected Members:
Cllrs. Padraig McKenny (Chairperson)

Jim Tenanty (Vice Chairperson)

Leonard Hatrick

Michael Farrelly
Mary Kavanagh

Fintan Malone

Pearse McGeough

Dolores Minogue

Finnan McCoy

Jim Lennon

Liam Reilly

Colm Markey
Louth Local Authorities:
Joe McGuinness, Director of Services

Patsy Fitzsimons, Meetings Administrator/SEO
An Garda Síochána:
Superintendent Gerard Smith
Oireachtas Members:
Fergus O’Dowd, TD





Senator James Carroll

Voluntary/

Community Sector:
Hugh Conlon





Johnny Brennan





John O’Connor

----------------------------------------------

1.
Introduction
The Chairman, Cllr. P. McKenny welcomed the new members to the committee including Oireachtas Members and Superintendent G. Smith, and he invited the three new members from the Community/Voluntary Sector, Messrs. H. Conlon, J. Brennan and J. O’Connor to briefly introduce themselves and comment on the organisations which they represented, which they duly did.
2.
Minutes
The minutes of the meeting held on 23rd February, 2010 were adopted, on the proposal of Cllr. M. Farrelly, seconded by Cllr. L. Hatrick.
It was noted that the name of Cllr. P. McGeough should be included in the list of attendees.

3.
Local Authority Briefing
J. McGuinness, Director of Services, advised that a new Draft Anti Social Behaviour Policy was being drawn up and each JPC would be consulted before the policy was fully adopted.
A general discussion ensued during which a number of issues were raised by members including:-

· Anti Social Behaviour caused by people from outside who did not reside in the area.

· Non payment of supplementary rent allowance to persons involved in anti social behaviour.

· Non inclusion of private estates under terms of the policy.  Deputy O’Dowd stressed the importance of the partnership approach of the Joint Policing Committee even if the current legislation doesn’t cover private estates.  Superintendent Smith advised that Garda Anti Social Behaviour Orders were generally difficult to enforce.
4.
An Garda Síochána Briefing
Superintendent G. Smith explained that Superintendent E. Brennan, who is in charge of the Ardee policing area could not be present at this meeting but that he himself covers the Dunleer area and would therefore be attending future meetings of this committee along with Superintendent Brennan.
Superintendent Smith referred to the successful working of the pilot JPC in Drogheda dealing with issues such as anti social behaviour, Halloween incidents, new public lighting provision, parades etc. and he was confident the Ardee JPC would be equally successful based on a partnership approach to policing.
5.
Notice of Motion – Mr. H. Conlon
The following motions were tabled by Mr. H. Conlon for discussion:-
1. To introduce a carefully worked out system of Garda foot patrols in Dunleer Village for the coming year.

2. That the Committee be given full details of the Duty Roster Systems presently in place in the Garda Stations in Mid Louth. 

That changes be made in order to maximise the number of Gardaí on duty at the most crucial times of the week.

3. That all Garda stations, when unoccupied operate a call forwarding system to their mobile phones so that they are always contactable wherever they might be.

In response, Superintendent Smith explained that in relation to 1 & 2, these were operational issues but he would examine the situation further in the light of the motions and keep the situation under review.

In relation to 3, he confirmed that each station has a dedicated mobile phone to which calls are automatically transferred when the station is unoccupied.

6.
Ardee Turfmans Festival
The Chairman advised that there would be some issues surrounding the holding of this festival and Superintendent Smith advised that the organising committee should liaise with Superintendent Brennan.
7.
Leinster Fleadh, Dunleer
Superintendent Smith advised that the Gardaí, local authority and organising committee are liaising on this matter which is expected to draw a large crowd.
Cllr. Markey and H. Conlon remarked on the successful running of the Dunany Festival and St. Patrick’s Day Parades in conjunction with the Gardaí.

8.
AOB
Issues raised under this heading included:-

· Under-age drinking and drug misuse

· Activities of “boy racers”

· Responsibility of parents in supervising juveniles

· Compliments for Gardaí in policing a recent event in Castlebellingham in co-operation with the community.

That concluded the meeting.
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