LOUTH 

COUNTY 
COUNCIL
Ardee Joint Policing Committee
Minutes of Meeting held in Ardee Castle, Ardee on Tuesday 23rd February 2010 at 6.00pm 

Present:-

Elected Members:
Cllrs. P. McKenny (Chairperson)

F. McCoy


D. Minogue


M. Kavanagh


L. Reilly


F. Malone


L. Hatrick


J. Lennon


M. Farrelly


C. Markey


J. Tenanty
Louth Local Authorities:
J. McGuinness, Director of Services

Gardaí:

Superintendent R. Brennan


Inspector P. Kiernan

Apologies:


Minister Dermot Ahern





Ceann Comhairle, Seamus Kirk





Arthur Morgan, TD
----------------------------------------------

Introduction
Cllr. P. McKenny, Chairman of Ardee Joint Policing Committee introduced the meeting and welcomed all to the first meeting of this forum.
1.
Adoption of Standing Orders
J. McGuinness circulated a document which had been prepared at the Steering Committee of the Louth Joint Policing Structure and briefly went through aspects of the Standing Orders recommended.

He pointed out that members of the Oireachtas were entitled to attend the Joint Policing Committee by statute and that there are 3 remaining seats to be filled by the Community and Voluntary Sector.  It was noted that Article 9 of the Standing Orders were particularly important and related to the matters that should not be discussed at a Joint Policing Committee meeting.

On the proposal of Cllr. F. McCoy and seconding of Cllr. F. Malone, the Standing Orders were adopted.

2.
Election of Vice Chairman
On the proposal of Cllr. F. Malone and seconded by Cllr. M. Farrelly, Cllr. J. Tenanty was elected as Vice Chairman of the Ardee Joint Policing Committee for the duration of Council.

3.
Meetings Schedule

After some discussion, the following meetings schedule was agreed for the meetings of Ardee Joint Policing Committee which would be held on the first Tuesday of selected months and held at 6.00pm in Ardee Castle.  The dates for 2010 are as follows:-

· 4th May

· 7th September

· 2nd November

These dates were agreed on the proposal of Cllr. J. Lennon and seconded by Cllr. F. McCoy.

4.
An Garda Siochana Update
Superintendent R. Brennan, Ardee Garda District gave a briefing on the Gardai experience of Joint Policing Committees and his aspirations for this current committee.  He relayed his personal experience in relation to servicing a Joint Policing Committee in Dublin.  He also gave details of the background to the Mid Louth Garda District including:-
· Opening times

· Garda manpower

· Skills available locally

· Garda contact phone numbers

The members had a significant discussion and the following matters were highlighted:-

· Encouraging members of the public and Members of council to call the Gardai immediately when an emergency occurs.

· Garda presence in Louth Village.

· Role of Community Welfare Officers.

· Supporting clients in Private Rented Accommodation.

· Encouragement of the setting up of Community Alerts and Community Associations in localities.

· The issue of ‘boy racers’.

· Expansion of Dromiskin and Louth Village community organisations.

· Vehicles registered outside the state.

· Multi agency checkpoints.

· Complaint Handling Procedures.

· CCTV’s at motorway intersections.

· Speeding of lorries through Ardee between the hours of 05.30 and 08.30.

5.
Local Authority Update
J. McGuinness gave a briefing in relation to the local authority update which included matters such as:-

· Political structures

· Organisation arrangements

· Delivery of services

· Area responsibilities 

He also related functions delivered by the local authorities, in particular it was noted that the Anti Social Behaviour Strategy, which must be delivered by the local authorities and adopted under the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 2009 will be brought to each Joint Policing Committee.

6.
St. Patrick’s Day Parade
Cllr. P. McKenny advised of the current parade plans and requested that an exploratory meeting be held with An Garda Siochana.

It was noted that the role of Civil Defence is not necessarily to be in the parade and that they are available for stewarding operations.

Requests have also been made that Ardee Castle be open and available on St. Patrick’s Day.

7.
AOB
Nil.

The Chairman concluded the meeting and thanked all for their contribution.

That concluded the meeting.
