LOUTH COUNTY COUNCIL / AN GARDA SÍOCHÁNA

Dundalk Local Policing Forum
Minutes of meeting held by Zoom Conference Call on 10th February 2021 at 4.00pm 
Present:
LOCAL AUTHORITY

Elected Members:
Cllr Sean Kelly (Chairperson)
Cllr Antoin Watters
Cllr Marianne Butler
Cllr Maria Doyle

Cllr Liam Reilly

Cllr Kevin Meenan

Cllr Maeve Yore

Cllr Andrea McKevitt

PPN Members:
Pat McVeigh PPN

John temple PPN

Sean Farrell PPN
Oireachtas Members 
Ruairi O Mhurchu 
Officials:
   
Paddy Donnelly, Director of Services
Sinead McVerry, Administrative Officer

AN GARDA SÍOCHÁNA
Superintendent Christy Mangan
Sgt Mark McNulty
Sgt Liam Archibald
Apologies:   
Michelle Baker Super Intendent 

Frank Pentony, LCC
Cllr Conor Keelan

Cllr Emma Coffey

Cllr John Reilly

Cllr Liam Reilly 
Introduction and Welcome

Chairman Sean Kelly opened the meeting and welcomed the members he advised that due to public health restrictions as a result of Covid 19 the meeting was being held by Zoom Conference Call. 

Paddy Donnelly Director of Service advised the meeting that members of the media were joining the meeting and that guidelines pertaining to attendance at public meetings remain in place and that electronic/digital recording of the meeting was prohibited
Minutes of Previous Meeting

Minutes from the Joint JPC meeting which took place on 10th November2020 were proposed by Cllr Yore and seconded by Cllr McKevitt.
Matters Arising

Nil 

Local Authority Report

Director of Housing Paddy Donnelly advised members on recent developments under the 5 pillars of the Community Safety Strategy. 
A copy of the most recent report was circulated to the members in advance of the meeting.

Discussions arose from same as follows :

· Comhairle na nOg purchase of technical equipment to enable the members to continue working throughout the restrictions was welcomed by the members 

· Community Resilience programme was commended by the members

· Super Connection Programme a programme to enable young people to engage with older people and show them how to use electronic devices to enable them to stay in contact with friend family and services during the pandemic was having a positive impact for many older people in the community.

· Migrant Strategy Louth will host the next meeting and it is anticipated LA will have an update  on the outcome of the Migrant Strategy meeting for the next JPC meeting in May 2021

· Pitch at Park bordering Tom Bellew Avenue allegations it is being used by drug users request for vegetation to be cut back – LA  will look at this matter when staff return to work –

· Issue of alleyways and open spaces in Muirhevnamor , LA advised Housing Capital Office looking at such dead spaces and preparing initial drawings/designs. Issue of Finance to be resolved. AGS happy to support any crime reduction initiatives with regard to alleyways and open spaces. 
· Road Safety Plan can members make submissions in relation to speed limits- LA advised issues of speed limits not dealt with under this plan however the matter will be raised with Operations. 

· Remote Working Hub JPC committee members keen to support any initiatives and programmes to establish such remote working hubs in urban and rural locations.
· It was noted the Sports Unit will host the filming of RTE’s Operation Transformation throughout January and February 2021. The entire show will be filmed in Louth with the studio set based at Dundalk Sports Centre for 7 weeks.

. 
Garda Report

Sgt Archibald gave a presentation on the Garda Report outlining crime Statistics in the Dundalk Sub District Area..

Arising from the report the following matters were discussed:
· It is noted Covid is affecting some of the figures and statistics presented.
· A noted increase in burglaries in the area 

· Increase in domestic violence figures in line with national figures

· Overall Covid compliance generally good AGs deploying 4 E Strategy 

Engage, Educate, Explains and finally Enforce some charges have resulted 
· 112 tickets issues by AGS to persons in breach of Covid Regulations 
· 6 charges in relation to attending an event in breach of Covid regulations 

· 1 charge in relation to organising an event in breach of Covid Regulations.

· New Garda Divisional Structures in Louth roll out affected by Covid it is anticipated business services and community hub will move to Drogheda, crime hub will be located in Dundalk,.

· Request for additional patrols at forested area beside The Spirit Store as reports of ASB taking place at this location

· Request for Garda patrols to include Dowdallshill Graveyard to deter illegal dumping in the area

.

AOB 

Cycling Proposal

John Temple PPN gave a presentation to the members on his proposal to improve road usage for all road users including cyclists and vehicle owners. The proposal was welcomed by the JPC members who agreed to keep the item on the Agenda to see how it could be progressed. 

JPC Annual Report 2020

A copy of the JPC Annual Report was presented to the members and the matter was considered and the members agreed it met the requirements under The Garda Siochana Act. Proposed by Cllr Kelly and seconded by Cllr Yore. 

Proceeds of crime Correspondence from Minister McEntee
The Secretariat received a response from Minister Helen McEntee in relation to the JPC’s request that proceeds of crime uncovered in a  specific county should be retained in that county and redirected back into projects and services providing assistance and services to deal with addiction issues. 
Cllr Yore expressed disappointment with Minister Helen McEntees response 
The members agreed to continue to raise the issue  with  the other Ministers referenced in Minister McEntees correspondence and write to them seeking their support in relation to this matter.

Confirmed at Meeting held on:
______________________________
Chairman:



______________________________   

Meetings Administrator: 

______________________________    

