



LOUTH COUNTY COUNCIL / AN GARDA SÍOCHÁNA

Drogheda  Local Policing Forum
Minutes of meeting held by Zoom Conference Call on 8th February 2021
Present:
LOCAL AUTHORITY

Elected Members:
Cllr James Byrne (Chairperson)
Cllr Tom Cunningham
Cllr Joanna Byrne
Cllr Paddy McQuillan
Cllr Declan Power
Cllr Michelle Hall

Cllr Pio Smith
Cllr Kevin Callan

Cllr Eileen Tully

Members of the Oireachtas:
Fergus O’Dowd TD
Ged Nash TD
PPN Members:

Tony Mullins PPN
Flora Okobi PPN
Officials:
                           

Paddy Donnelly, Director of Services.
Sinead McVerry, Administrative Officer
AN GARDA SÍOCHÁNA
Supt Andrew Watters
Sgt Mark McNulty
Apologies:                                    











 Chief Superintendent Christy Mangan 
                      



 Cllr Fiachra Mac Raghnaill

Introduction and Welcome

Chairman James Byrne opened the meeting and welcomed the members he advised that due to public health restrictions as a result of Covid 19 the meeting was being held by Zoom Conference Call. 
Paddy Donnelly Director of Service advised the meeting that members of the media were joining the meeting and that guidelines pertaining to attendance at public meetings remain in place and that electronic/digital recording of the meeting was prohibited
Minutes of Previous Meeting
Minutes from the previous JPC meeting which took place on 19th November 2020 were approved.
Matters Arising

Cllr McQuillan expressed disappointment with Minister Helen McEntees response to the request that proceeds of crime uncovered in a specific county  be redistributed  back to communities in that specific county providing services to deal with addition issues. He notes a number of Independent Senators are seeking a commencement debate on the matter. In addition a significant number of JPC and Local Authorities across the country support this request. 

Deputy O Dowd informed the committee the Minister remains committed to the objective but will need agreement from other ministries and other agencies to progress the matter further. Change in legislation will be required.
Chairman James Byrne agreed to keep putting pressure on the other Ministries concerned and to write to them requesting they support this objective. 
Local Authority Report

Director of Housing Paddy Donnelly advised members on recent developments under the 5 pillars of the Community Safety Strategy. 
A copy of the most recent report was circulated to the members in advance of the meeting.
Discussions arose from same as follows :

· St Anthony’s Park, large amount of waste material on green area in this development and it has been set on fire on several occasions. On going issue with illegal dumping at this location. LCC note the issues and have a plan in place to address some of the issues raised. Paddy Donnelly and Superintendent Mangan met to discuss this issue. LCC housing and operations staff meeting with AGS this week to discuss implementation of the plan. 
· Challenges around the use of covert cctv , change in legislation required. 

· Illegal Dumping a nationwide issue not just in Drogheda, Cllr Joanna Byrne suggested writing to the Minister seeking further assistance with this issues and seeking change in legislation. CCTV could be one of the solutions for this issue of illegal dumping.
· Building Safer Communities theme request to liaise with schools and try to get them involved in encouraging more cycling and walking to and from school.
· JPC members thanked LCC Sports Partnership for their continued support and assistance keeping people occupied and healthy with their many initiatives during the pandemic 
· Minister McEntee has received Vivian Guerin Report and it is anticipated it will be released for discussion at next meeting- possible special meeting to discuss its findings and recommendations. 

· Issue of school warden at junction of Scoil Aonghusa and St Jospeh’s CBS, it was suggested LCC analysis did not take account of Covid which meant pupils had to use two entrances . Refer to operations. 
· It was noted the Sports Unit will host the filming of RTE’s Operation Transformation throughout January and February 2021. The entire show will be filmed in Louth with the studio set based at Dundalk Sports Centre for 7 weeks.

Garda Report

Supt Watters gave a presentation on the Garda Report outlining crime Statistics in the Drogheda Sub District area and Clogherhead Sub District Area. It was noted that Covid 19 continues to influence some of the figures presented. 
Arising from the report the following matters were discussed:
· Decrease in Public Order Offenses due to Covid restrictions and reduction in night time economy

· Drugs Unit continues to operate and work within Covid Restrictions.

· AGS continue to operate and seek compliance with Covid Restrictions whilst majority of the public are compliant AGS have issued the following : 

· 33 penalties issued with regard to breach of 5km restrictions

· 2 prosecutions issued to members of the public for failing to wear  a mask 
· 3 prosecutions issued for attending events in breach of Covid Regulations

· 1 prosecution issued for organising an event in breach of Covid Restrictions

· ASB Newtown Meadows – increase in patrols in area and engagement with community policing unit 

· Crooked St Clogherhead – AGS to enforce and issue appropriate fines in relation to double parking along the street and parking in disabled bays/emergency set down areas . Best wishes to Sgt Ann Byrne on her retirement. 
· Allegations of drug dealing at Watery Hill Steps & Patrickswell Steps and AGS agree to increase patrols in this area
· Request for Gender breakdown on assaults/domestic abuse 
· AGS welcome Drogheda inclusion in The Green Town Project 

· Ethnic Minority Youths- AGS advise they have had positive engagement with this group particularly in relation to a recent issues. Community Policing Unit continues to engage with all community groups. 

JPC Annual Report 2020 
A copy of the JPC Annual Report was presented to the members and the matter was considered and the members agreed it met the requirements under The Garda Siochana Act.
Cllr Hall recommended the report and this was seconded by Cllr Cunningham. 

Any Other Business
The Chairman expressed his thanks to all who attended particularly those members of the public and wished Sgt Ann Byrne Clogherhead well in her retirement. 
Confirmed at Meeting held on:
______________________________
Chairman:
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