MARCH 2010

________________________________________________________________

AGENDA / CLÁR OIBRE
1. CONFIRMATION OF  MINUTES 
(i) Monthly Meeting held on 15th February 2010
(ii)
Special Meeting held on 22nd February 2010

         (Enclosed/Iniata)

2. MINUTES – For Information 
a) Environmental/Water SPC


15/12/09

b) Housing, Social & Community Planning

18/01/10
c) Ardee Area Committee



28/01/10

d) Drogheda East & West Area Committee
01/02/10

e) Dundalk South/Carlingford Area Committee
08/02/10

f) Corporate Policy Group



05/02/10

  (Enclosed/Iniata)

3. SPC – CHAIRPERSON’S REPORTS

· Economic Development & Future Planning

· Transportation

· Environment

4. TO CONSIDER FILLING OF CASUAL VACANCY ARISING FROM THE APPOINTMENT OF CLLR. MARK DEAREY TO SEANAD EIREANN

(Enclosed/Iniata)

To be dealt with by Mr. J. McGuinness, Director of Services, Housing & Corporate Services

5. TO CONSIDER FILLING OF VACANCY ON BORDER REGIONAL AUTHORITY ARISING FROM CESSATION OF MEMBERSHIP OF CLLR. MARK DEAREY

To be dealt with by Mr. J. McGuinness, Director of Services, Housing & Corporate Services

 

6. PRESENTATION ON THE  DRAFT SUSTAINABLE ENERGY ACTION PLAN FOR LOUTH  -  MR. P.WHITE,  CHAIRMAN, LOUTH ECONOMIC FORUM

7. DRAFT REGIONAL PLANNING GUIDELINES 2010 – 2022, INCLUDING STRATEGIC ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT (SEA) & HABITATS DIRECTIVE ASSESSMENT (HDA)  – Presentation by Terry Savage, Senior Executive Planner

Guidelines available for viewing or download at www.border.ie
To be dealt with by Mr. M. Curran, Director of Services, Economic    Development &Transportation

8. TO AGREE THAT THE “ROAD TRAFFIC SPEED LIMIT, COUNTY OF LOUTH BYE-LAWS, 2009” COME INTO OPERATION ON 15th APRIL 2010

 (Enclosed/Iniata)
To be dealt with by Mr. M. Curran, Director of Services, Economic    Development &Transportation

9. DRAFT DEVELOPMENT CONTRIBUTION SCHEME 2010 - 2015, CONSIDERATION OF THE MANAGER’S REPORT
(Enclosed/Iniata)

To be dealt with by Mr. M. Curran, Director of Services, Economic    Development &Transportation

10. STATUTORY AUDIT REPORT TO THE MEMBERS – YEAR ENDED 31ST DECEMBER 2008

(Report herewith)
11. FOR APPROVAL – REPORT PREPARED UNDER PART 8 OF THE PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS 2001 IN RESPECT OF 6 DWELLINGHOUSES AT DOIRE BEAG,  COLLON

(Enclosed/Iniata)
To be dealt with by Mr. J. McGuinness, Director of Services, Housing & Corporate Services

12. TO CONSIDER THE MAKING OF THE EASTERN RIVER BASIN DISTRICT MANAGEMENT PLAN, ALONG WITH THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE ASSOCIATED ENVIRONMENTAL OBJECTIVES AND PROGRAMME OF MEASURES, IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE EU WATER FRAMEWORK DIRECTIVE 2000/60EC

Enclosed/Iniata)
To be dealt with by Mr. E. Walsh, Director of Services

13. TO CONSIDER THE MAKING OF THE NEAGH BANN RIVER BASIN DISTRICT MANAGEMENT  PLAN, ALONG WITH THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE ASSSOCIATED ENVIRONMENTAL OBJECTIVES AND PROGRAMME OF MEASURES, IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE EU WATER FRAMEWORK DIRECTIVE 2000/60EC

 (Enclosed/Iniata)

To be dealt with by Mr. E. Walsh, Director of Services
14. DRAFT REGIONAL PLANNING GUIDELINES 2010 – 2022, INCLUDING STRATEGIC ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT (SEA) & HABITATS DIRECTIVE ASSESSMENT (HDA)  – Presentation by Terry Savage, Senior Executive Planner

Guidelines available for viewing or download at www.border.ie
To be dealt with by Mr. M. Curran, Director of Services, Economic    Development &Transportation

15. CAPITAL PROGRAMME – SECTION 135 OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 2001   (To be circulated)
To be dealt with by Mr. C. Murray, County Manager

16. ROADS PROGRESS REPORT
(Enclosed/Iniata)

To be dealt with by Mr. M. Curran, Director of Services, Economic    Development &Transportation

17. HOUSING PROGRESS REPORT
   
 (Enclosed/Iniata)

To be dealt with by Mr. J. McGuinness, Director of Services, Housing & Corporate Services
18. PLANNING PROGRESS REPORT
   
(Enclosed/Iniata)
 

To be dealt with by Mr. M. Curran, Director of Services, Economic    Development &Transportation

19. CONFERENCES / EVENTS
To approve members’ attendance at the following conferences:-
1. AMAI Spring Seminar, Sligo, 12th & 13th February 2010 – Cllrs. F. Godfrey, O. Tully, T. Brennan.

2. Media 2010 Training & Communications for Councillors, Kadenza Consultancies, Dungarvan, Co. Waterford, 5th – 7th February 2010 – Cllrs. O. Tully, F. McCoy, J. Ryan, J. Lennon, L. Reilly.

3. 21st Colmcille Winter School, Colmcille Heritage Trust, Gartan, Letterkenny, 26th – 28th February 2010 – Cllr. M. O’Dowd.

4. Change Management in Local Government, Esperanza Enterprises, Westport, Co. Mayo, 19th – 21st February 2010 – Cllrs. J. Ryan, M. Bellew.

5. Managing Stress & Promoting Positive Mental Health, Esperanza Enterprises, Dublin Road, Galway City, 16th – 18th February 2010 – Cllr. T. Brennan.

6. St. Patricks Day visit to New York 16th – 19th March – Cllr. J. Darcy

20. NOTICES OF MOTION
(i) 
From Cllr. P. McQuillan

"With the ever increasing number of these "head shops" appearing on the social landscape of County Louth, Louth County Council should be leading the way in addressing the issue of these outlets selling recreational drugs to the public. Can I request that this council write to the relevant minister expressing our concerns at the lack of legislation available to us and can he advise us as to what measures we can take as a council to outlaw such shops?

Can we, as elected public representatives, treat this as a matter of urgency and that copies of the letter sent to the minister are forwarded to all elected members of Louth County Council".
Reply
This is a matter for the members

(ii) 
From Cllr. P. McGeough

"That this Council works in conjunction with Monaghan County Council with a view to having Killanny included in Louth Settlement Hierarchy / Village Status for Killanny".
Reply

Policy

Lies within Zone 5 of the County Development Plan 2009-2015

The strategic objective for this area is ‘To protect and provide for the development of agriculture and sustainable rural communities and to facilitate certain resource based and location specific developments of significant regional or national importance. Critical infrastructure projects of local, regional or national importance will also be considered within this zone.

Policy RD 41 also relates in this context. ‘Multi-unit residential, conventional industrial and commercial development appropriate to existing settlements, developments directly adjacent to rural motorway interchanges would not be considered appropriate within this zone’.

Location

Killanny lies approximately 16km west of Dundalk and approximately 3km east of Carrickmacross, County Monaghan

Planning Considerations

Killanny can be termed a Dispersed Rural Community.

The community lacks urban form associated with a village or hamlet. In the Irish context this would normally be associated with a linear of nucleated settlement ie a main street, square / diamond or crossroads.

Built development comprises predominantly one-off rural housing in linear form along road fronts.

The principal community facilities around which any form of settlement normally would emerge include in Killanny, a church, school, shop, public house / restaurant and GAA pitch. All these facilities are widely dispersed around the area with no natural foci evident.

Infrastructure

The area is served by an extensive group water scheme linked to Reaghstown. The majority of dwellings have individual waste water treatment systems. Public transport is lacking.

Conclusion and Recommendation 

In view of the fact that there is no discernable structure to the community in planning terms, the imposition of a development limit around the area to include key community attractors would necessarily open up large tracts of currently unzoned land for the purposes of zoning. The nature of the community would require that such a development limit would extend over a wide area. Such a move would be contrary to the principles of sustainable development in terms of building critical mass in key centres such as Dundalk. It would furthermore be detrimental to environmental objectives at local and national level in that further housing in the area would have to be serviced by individual treatment plants leading to the possibility of long term ground water contamination due to an intensification in numbers of such plants. Louth County Council would therefore not recommend that Killanny receive any form of settlement designation. 

(iii) 
From Cllr. F. Godfrey
“That Louth County Council write to the Irish Heritage Trust in relation to Louth Hall Castle, to have it restored, which is in a derelict & dangerous condition”
Reply

The Council can write to the Irish Heritage Trust. It should be noted however that the Irish Heritage Trust is an independent charity which is prepared to consider taking over historic properties, houses and gardens, from their existing owners in order to make them available for enjoyment by present and future generations.  The availability of finance to restore and preserve these properties would be a major factor in any decision to take over Louth Hall Castle if so offered by its owners.

(iv) 
From Cllr. F. Godfrey

“That Louth County Council devise a plan for Radon Public Awareness, as Louth’s radon emissions in parts of the county are high, Louth County Council should invite a spokesperson from the Radiological Protection Institute to address their next meeting”
Reply
The Radiological Protection Institute of Ireland (RPII) is Ireland’s expert voice on ionising radiation. This is an independent public body under the aegis of the Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government.  It was established in 1992 under the 1991 Radiological Protection Act, which conferred on the RPII a broad remit in relation to radiological protection in Ireland.  It is role of the RPII to ensure that Irish people and the environment are adequately protected from the harmful effects of ionising radiation.

Louth County Council monitors Radon gas in its own building stock and also enforces the radon gas related requirements of the Building Regulations for new buildings.  All planning application packs contains information on townlands where there are high levels of radon and the relevant regulatory requirements.

An invitation to the RPII to attend the next Council meeting is a matter for the members.
(v) 
From Cllr. M. O’Dowd

“That Louth County Council in conjunction with the OPW moves, as a matter of urgency, to take action to conserve and protect of the world famous High Crosses in Monasterboice”
Reply

Louth County Council has been working in partnership with the National Monuments Service of the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government and the Office of Public Works since 2008 to plan for the conservation and management of the whole national monument of Monasterboice, especially the Crosses, probably the finest grouping in Ireland (and therefore the world). They have recently been added to Ireland's tentative list for World Heritage Site status, with the support of Louth County Council.

A draft Monasterboice Conservation Study has been produced and will go out on public display this month, with a closing date in around the end of April. It proposes six possible, different levels of intervention, ranging from ‘do nothing, let the crosses crumble naturally’ to ‘put the crosses in a purpose-built visitor centre and replace them on site with high quality, indistinguishable replicas’.

A public consultation meeting on the proposals in the conservation study will be held shortly before the end of the public consultation period.  Once the three partner bodies have considered the responses received from members of the public a decision will be made for the future management of the site.
21. CORRESPONDENCE
Circular Ref. LG 2/2010 dated 11 February 2010 Local Government Act 2001 (Section 142) Regulations 2010
22. COUNTY MANAGER’S REGISTER
The County Manager will submit his Order Register to-date.
________________________________________________________________

COMHAIRLE CONTAE LÚ


