JULY 2010

________________________________________________________________

AGENDA / CLÁR OIBRE
1. CONFIRMATION OF  MINUTES 
(Enclosed/Iniata)
Annual Meeting held on 21st June 2010
Monthly Meeting held on 21st June 2010

2. MINUTES – For Information 
(Enclosed/Iniata)

a) Transportation & Cross Border Matters SPC
    07/4/2010
b) Economic Development & Future Planning   SPC   24/6/2010

c) Housing, Social & Community Planning SPC
    15/3/2010

d) Drogheda East & West Area Committee

    14/6/2010

e) Dundalk Carlingford/South Area Committee
    14/6/2010

f) Ardee Area Committee



    27/5/2010

g) Corporate Policy Group



    11/6/2010

3. SPC – CHAIRPERSON’S REPORTS

· Transportation & Cross Border Matters

· Economic Development & Future Planning 

4. DECLARATION OF ROADS TO BE PUBLIC ROADS IN DEVELOPMENT KNOWN AS ARD NA MARA – BLACKROCK, CO. LOUTH
   
 (Enclosed/Iniata)

To be dealt with by Mr. M. Curran, Director of Services, Economic    Development &Transportation

5. ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENT 2009 

(Enclosed/Iniata)

To be dealt with by Ms. B. Woods, Head of Finance

6. REVISION OF FIRE & EMERGENCY OPERATIONS PLAN MADE UNDER SECTION 26 OF THE FIRE SERVICES ACT 1981

(Enclosed/Iniata)

To be dealt with by Mr. E. Walsh, Director of Services, Fire & Emergency Service
7. SECTION 183 NOTICE

(a)
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF LAND AT THE WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT, POINT ROAD, DUNDALK TO E.S.B. IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 183 NOTICE ISSUED TO MEMBERS ON THE 5TH JULY 2010
 (Enclosed/Iniata)

To be dealt with by Mr. D. Foley, Director of Services, & Environmental Services
(b)
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF LAND AT DROMIN AND MOOREMOUNT DUNLEER IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECION 183 NOTICE ISSUED TO MEMBERS ON 6th JULY 2010
(Enclosed/Iniata)
To be dealt with by Mr. M. Curran Director of Services, Economic Development and Transportation

(c)
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF LAND AT COLLON IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECION 183 NOTICE ISSUED TO MEMBERS ON 9th JULY 2010
(Enclosed/Iniata)

To be dealt with by J. McGuinness, Director of Services, Housing & Corporate Services

8. HOUSING DEVELOPMENT AT SEAFIELD ROAD, BLACKROCK: PLANNING APPLICATION UNDER PART VIII OF THE PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS, 2001, AS AMENDED 2006.  

To consider a proposal to demolish an existing dwelling house and provide 90 residential units of mixed tenure and ancillary facilities, with associated site works, at Seafield Road, Blackrock, Co. Louth. Planning Reference Number 10/212

(Enclosed/Iniata)

To be dealt with by Mr. J. McGuinness, Director of Services, Housing & Corporate Services

9. RADON GAS – PRESENTATION BY RADIOLOGICAL PROTECTION INSTITUTE OF IRELAND
10. TRANSPORT AND MARINE PROGRESS REPORT
(Enclosed/Iniata)

To be dealt with by Mr. M. Curran, Director of Services, Economic    Development &Transportation

11. HOUSING PROGRESS REPORT
   
 (Enclosed/Iniata)

To be dealt with by Mr. J. McGuinness, Director of Services, Housing & Corporate Services
12. PLANNING PROGRESS REPORT
   
(Enclosed/Iniata)
 

To be dealt with by Mr. M. Curran, Director of Services, Economic    Development &Transportation

13. CONFERENCES / EVENTS
(Enclosed/Iniata)

To approve members’ attendance at conferences
14. NOTICES OF MOTION
(i) From Cllr. J. Loughran

“That members of Louth County Council receive a comprehensive report on all properties purchased by Louth Local Authorities in each year since 2002 inclusive. That this report details the lands/properties purchased, price paid, vendor, purpose for which the property was bought and the current situation relating to the property. That this report be made available to all members within 6 weeks”.
Reply
Work will be carried out as quickly as it practical and reported in due course.
 (ii)
 From Cllr. T. Sharkey

“That Louth County Council condemns the recent closure of a variety of services at Louth County Hospital. This Council reiterates our opposition to the closures entailed in the Transformation Programme and that Louth County Council is appalled at the failure of local members of the government who have failed to fulfill their individual and their party's commitments on these issues”.
Reply
This is a matter for the members
 (iii)
 From Cllr. T. Sharkey

“That Louth County Council inform the Department of Environment Heritage and Local Government and also the Department of Transport that the chosen route for the Cavan - Monaghan section of the East West Corridor will cause unacceptable traffic congestion and safety hazards in the town of Dundalk. That this Council is concerned that no consideration has been given to the fact that the selected route offers no access onto the motorway network”.
Reply

As advised by the Consultants at the meeting of Louth County Council held on 19th April 2010, selection of the Cavan- Dundalk road via Cootehill and Carrickmacross as the core route option took into account the possibility of providing various options for a link from the R178 Carrickmacross-Dundalk road to the M1 Motorway (Dundalk Western Bypass). The design of the upgraded R178, when completed, will be such as to not preclude provision of such a future link. The options being taken into account for a link include consideration of proposals contained in the Dundalk Western Infrastructure Plan as prepared by Louth County Council. 

It should be noted that the funding timeframe for the construction of the Cavan-Dundalk upgrade is not known at this time. Current indications are that a phased approach, taking several years, will be adopted for both planning and construction of the road.  The effect of increased traffic on any town, including Dundalk, will be mitigated by the pace at which the proposed upgrade occurs, together with other issues including growth factors and the general economic climate.  

Members should note that one of the core objectives of the scheme is to link the hubs of Cavan to the gateway of Dundalk, as identified in the National Spatial Strategy. A consequence of this is that some additional traffic will be generated in the town of Dundalk itself, with additional opportunities for business and trade”.        

(iv)
From Cllr. F. Godfrey
“That Louth County Council seek to establish a Land Register of ownership of all lands in County Louth”

Reply
The registration of all land ownership throughout the country is a function vested by statute in the Property Registration Authority which incorporates the former Land Registry and Registry of Deeds. The establishment of a register as proposed in the motion is neither necessary nor practical. The Council does maintain a register of all property in its own ownership and this work is ongoing.
(v)
From Cllr. C. Markey – Public toilets in Dunleer

Proposed by Cllr. Markey
Seconded by Cllr. McCoy
“That decision made by Louth County Council to sell the public toilets in Dunleer be reversed with a view to allowing the possibility of re-opening the toilets in Dunleer”.

Reply
Further clarification in regard to the execution of the Section 183 Notice as confirmed by Council on 19th June 2006 is being sought.  A report on same will be furnished when clarification of the matter is to hand.
15. NOTICES OF QUESTION
(i) From Cllr. E. Corigan

What is Louth County Council's policy in relation to housing registered sex offenders and is there a requirement to notify the local community if a registered offender is due to be housed?
Repy

The Scheme for the Allocation of Social Housing adopted by this Council and approved by the Minister is the policy which governs the allocation of social housing to all eligible housing applicants. All housing applicants are subject to thorough screening including checks with the Gardai and decisions on allocations are made on the basis of the outcome of this screening. There is no obligation in law to notify the local community of intention to allocate accommodation to any particular applicant.
(ii) From Cllr. F.Godfrey

Has Louth County Council a compliance scheme to deal with the issue of thousands of old waste tyres, as they are blight on the landscape of the County?
Reply
Disposal of waste tyres is governed by the Waste Management (Tyres and Waste Tyres) Regulations 2007.
Under the Regulations, tyre producers and retailers have option of registering with self regulatory approved bodies or registering with the Local Authority.
There are two "approved bodies" TRACS--Tyre Recovery Activity Compliance Scheme and TWM---Tyre Waste Management.
All registered tyre producer/retailers in County Louth have registered with TRACS. 
(ii)
From Cllr. E. Corrigan
That Louth County Council write the Minister for Health and Children and also the Minister for Environment Heritage and Local Government seeking a review of the policy of fluoridation in our water supplies.

Reply
This is a matter for the members
 

(iii) From Cllr. J. Loughran
(a)
What are the various sources of funding for community and voluntary groups administered by Louth Local Authorities and how much was granted in each of the last 4 years? How much will be made available in 2010 in each of the schemes?

(b)
Also the sources of funding to businesses administered by Louth local Authorities and the amounts granted under each scheme in each of the last 4 years. How much will be made available in 2010 in each of the schemes?

Reply

(a)
With regard to funding for community and voluntary groups, Louth County Council administers the Louth Looking Good (formerly Amenity Grant) Scheme which supports Tidy Towns Groups and Residents Associations in their routine work programmes. In the last for years the value of the Grant Scheme was as follows;
2007   -    €95,000

2008   -   €100,000

2009   -   €105,000

2010   -   €100,000
Other external sources of funding are available to community groups, for example Louth LEADER Partnership funding, and while from time to time we support and advise groups in putting together proposals to avail of such funding, we don’t administer the programme and would not have records to verify how much assistance was availed of by community groups from external sources.
(b)   Louth County Council do not administer any schemes where funding is made available to businesses. 
(iv)  From Cllr. G. Nash

Will this Council take the necessary action in partnership with the appropriate authorities to remove three apparently abandoned boats (details supplied) from the Pier at St. John’s Castle, Carlingford? The three vessels in question are dilapidated and represent an eyesore and a health and safety hazard at one of Louth’s key tourist and water-based activity locations.
Boat One: A white-coloured, ex-minesweeper. Boat Two: Red, extremely rusted former trawler which continues to leak sludge like material into the harbour.
Boat Three: A small, former fishing boat.
It appears that none of these vessels are registered with the relevant authorities
Reply
Louth County Council has established the ownership of two of the vessels and has made contact with the owners to have the vessels removed. The owner of the 3rd vessel is unknown. If an agreement cannot be made with the owners a  Court order may be required to authorise the removal by Louth County Council. This will incur substantial expense.

16. CORRESPONDENCE
· Waterford City Council

07/7/2010

· Roscommon County Council
31/5/2010
17. COUNTY MANAGER’S REGISTER
The County Manager will submit his Order Register to-date.
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