DECEMBER 2009
________________________________________________________________

AGENDA / CLÁR OIBRE
1. CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY MEETING HELD ON 16th NOVEMBER 2009 & SPECIAL MEETING HELD ON 25th NOVEMBER 2009








(Enclosed/Iniata)
2. MINUTES – For Information 
a) Dundalk Carlingford/Dundalk South Area Committee – 09/11/09

b) Drogheda East and West Area Committee – 02/11/09

c) Ardee Area Committee Meeting – 22/10/09

d) Corporate Policy Group – 06/11/09
3. CASUAL VACANCY
TO CONSIDER FILLING OF CASUAL VACANCY ARISING FROM THE APPOINTMENT TO SEANAD EIREANN OF CLLR. J. CARROLL 
(Enclosed/Iniata)

To be dealt with by Mr. J. McGuinness, Director of Services, Housing & Corporate Services

4. TO CONSIDER FILLING OF VACANCIES ON THE FOLLOWING BODIES ARISING FROM THE CESSATION OF CLLR J. CARROLL’S MEMBERSHIP OF THE COUNCIL

· County Louth Vocational Education Committee 
· Association of County and City Councils 
· Rural Water Programme Local Monitoring Committee 
· Louth County Enterprise Board 
· Louth Leader Partnership 
· Regional Health Forum
5. APPOINTMENT IN EACH CASE OF TWO PERSONS (EACH OF WHOM MUST BE A MEMBER OF THE COUNCIL OR OF AN SPC ESTABLISHED BY THE COUNCIL) AS MEMBERS OF:-

(a)  Neagh/Bann River Basin District Advisory Council
 

 

(b)  Eastern River Basin District Advisory Council
To be dealt with by Mr. E. Walsh, Director of Services, Water & Environment

6. SECTION 183 NOTICES
Section 183  of the Local Government Act, 2001

a) Transfer of Lands (by Licence) – Blackrock Playground Group Limited in accordance with Section 183 Notice issued on 23rd November, 2009
b) Proposed disposal of Land at Haggardstown, Dundalk to Department of Education & Science in accordance with Section 183 Notice issued on 16th November, 2009.
To be dealt with by Mr. J. McGuinness, Director of Services, Housing & Corporate Services

7. DRAFT DEVELOPMENT CONTRIBUTION SCHEME FOR AGREEMENT TO PUT ON PUBLIC DISPLAY
(Enclosed/Iniata)

To be dealt with by Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services

8. ESTABLISHMENT OF JPC’s 

To be dealt with by Mr. J. McGuinness, Director of Services, Housing & Corporate Services

(Correspondence herewith)
9. CONSIDERATION OF CORPORATE PLAN 2009 - 2014

(Correspondence herewith)
(Enclosed/Iniata)
10. ROADS PROGRESS REPORT
(Enclosed/Iniata)

To be dealt with by Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services, Transportation

11. PLANNING PROGRESS REPORT 
(Enclosed/Iniata)
To be dealt with by Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services, Transportation

12. HOUSING PROGRESS REPORT
   
 (Enclosed/Iniata)

To be dealt with by Mr. J. McGuinness, Director of Services, Housing & Corporate Services
13. CONFERENCES
To approve members’ attendance at the following conferences:-
1. Planning & Environment, Esperanza Enterprises, Galway City, 20th – 22nd November 2009 – Cllrs. L. Reilly, F. McCoy, J. Lennon.
2. Local Government Ethics in Public Life, Esperanza Enterprises, Sligo, 13th – 15th November 2009 – Cllrs. J. Lennon, M. Bellew.

3. Business in the Environmental Goods and Services Industry, Third Sector Forum, Dublin, 19th November – Cllr. L. Reilly.

4. Finance Budgets for 2010 Plus, Bunclody Annual Seminar, Kadenza Consultancies, Wexford, 29th November 2009 – Cllrs. L. Reilly, M. Bellew, F. McCoy, J. Lennon.

14. CORRESPONDENCE
· Letter from Office of the Minister for Education and Science – 30/11/09

· Letter from the Department of Transport – 02/12/09

· Letter from Department of Social & Family Affairs – 09/12/09
15. NOTICES OF MOTION
(i)
From Cllr. G. Nash

That this Council agrees to introduce the following road safety measures at Scoil Naomh Feichin National School, Termonfeckin in the interests of the safety of the 284 children and the staff and parents at the school:
· A reduction in the speed limit at the school to 30kph in accordance with the Road Traffic Act, 2004
· 2 x standard solar energy flashing beacons
· 2 x road-markings indicating ‘Slow – School Ahead’ on the Baltray and Termonfeckin approaches to the school
· Yellow-painted ‘diamond-markings’ indicating safe crossing areas
Reply
The traffic calming measures requested are usually provided using the mechanism of the Local Contribution Scheme, (LCS, also referred to as a 50/50 scheme), where the applicant provides 50% of the funding required.

Traffic calming at schools is prioritised within the scheme and I would recommend that Scoil Naomh Feichin National School, Termonfeckin submit an application for inclusion in 2010.
(ii)
 From Cllr. P. McQuillan
Calling on Louth County Council to allocate funds for a Bring Bank Bottle Bank facility for the Marley’s Lane area in Drogheda.  This is an area of over nine hundred homes and with the ever increasing cost of domestic waste disposal this facility is indeed greatly needed. A suitable site has been sourced at the Spar shop on Marley’s Lane and the proprietor has agreed to allow the facility on the premises. 
Reply
The Council will carry out a site suitability assessment of the proposed site early in the New Year with a view to considering the feasibility of providing on-site facilities for the recycling of glass.  Site works associated with the provision of Bring Banks generally cost in the region of €3500 - €5000 which would have to be found from internal sources should the project proceed.  There are also on-going servicing costs associated with Bring Bank facilities.
(iii)
  From Cllr. T. Sharkey

“This Council, noting that:-
· In April’s emergency budget it was announced that the Christmas Social Welfare Payment (better known as the Christmas bonus) would not be paid this year.
· In 2008 the payment was made to around 1.3 million people: 940,000 recipients and an estimated 400,000 dependents. 
· Despite the severe economic difficulties faced during the 1980’s the revenue was always found to cover this payment.    
Recognising that the removal of the payment is:-

· Causing great hardship and forcing families dependent on social welfare who rely on this payment to cover the costs associated with Christmas into the hands of ruthless money lenders.
· Resulting in elderly people who use this additional payment to help cover the costs of fuel over the winter going without sufficient heating this year.
· Depressing local economies and putting businesses and retailers who rely on the Christmas trade under further pressure by taking money out of local towns.  
 

This Council condemns the Minister for Finance Brian Lenihan TD and the Minister for Social and Family Affairs Mary Hanafin for their actions and calls on them to restore the Christmas Social Welfare Payment in the future.” 
(iv)  From Cllr. O. Tully
“That Louth County Council Install road safety measures / traffic calming measures in the vicinity of Scoil Náisiúnta Naomh Fechin, Termonfeckin as soon as possible”.
“That Louth County Council designates an area outside all schools in the county of Louth a 30kph zone.   Where possible these signs should be an integral part of the flashing amber warning signs for schools”.

Reply
See reply above to motion from Cllr. Nash.  In addition the speed limit change has already been approved by Council and will come into force when all the signs are erected.
16. NOTICES OF MOTIONS FROM OTHER COUNCILS
· Sth Tipperary County Council – 10/11/09
17. COUNTY MANAGER’S REGISTER
The County Manager will submit his Order Register to-date.
________________________________________________________________
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