Guide to applying for Higher Education Grant

Application forms will be available to download from our website (www.louthcoco.ie) and www.studentfinance.ie from June/July 2011.  If you do not have access to printer we can send you out an application form.

Make sure your application is fully complete and signed before sending it into us.  Also make sure what level of course you are going to be doing at college as this depends on where you will be applying to.

If you will be doing levels 5, 6 or 7 you will need to apply to Louth VEC.  If you will be doing level 8 course you will be applying to Louth County Council.

Please make sure that you have all your required documentation with your application form.  Remember that your application is not complete until we receive all documentation required.

If you do not have all your documentation with your application this is going to significantly delay your decision and payment of your grant.

Please see below documentation which is required with your application.  It is advised that you start to collect this documentation now as in June/July, when there are a lot of requests for the same documentation i.e. P21/Notice of Assessment delays can occur.
Documentation Needed for Applications

For Other than Mature/ 
- Birth Certificate for applicant

Mature Dependent 
- Evidence of Residence in State for 3 out of last 5 years






- CAO Acceptance for new applicants

- Previous years exam results for applicants who have previous years studied

For Independent Mature
- Same as above


- Evidence of Independent Residence as at October previous to start of course

Income Details Needed:

PAYE Workers
- P21 (Balance statement obtained from Revenue)





- P60 for all employments on P21





- P45 if applicable for employment on P21

Social Welfare Payments - Social Welfare Statement 

Self Employed
- Notice of Assessment (Balance Statement obtained from Revenue


- Full set of Accounts (Jan-Dec) (Trading Profit & Loss, Capital Account & Balance Sheet)

- Adjusted Profit/Loss Computation (this is required when amount on Notice of Assessment and accounts don’t correspond)

- P35 listings (if business has employees)

Types of Candidates:
Other than Mature






Mature Dependent 






Mature Independent

‘Other than Mature’ – is classed as a student who is under 23

‘Mature Dependent’ – is a student who is 23 or over and still resident with parents.  

‘Mature Independent’ – is a student who is 23 or over and is not ordinarily resident with parents from 1st October of previous year on entry to course and can provide proof.  Evidence would ordinarily be utility bills.  If student cannot provide utility bills then a body of evidence is required i.e. Social Welfare statements, evidence from PRTB etc.

