PRESCRIBED NOTICE TO BE PUBLISHED IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 51, ROADS ACT 1993, AS AMENDED, IN RELATION TO AN APPLICATION FOR THE APPROVAL OF A PROPOSED ROAD DEVELOPMENT AND THE SUBMISSION OF AN ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT

Environmental Impact Statement Narrow Water Bridge
Louth County Council has prepared an Environmental Impact Statement in respect of the proposed Narrow Water Bridge and has applied to An Bord Pleanála (“The Board”) for approval of the proposed road development under Section 51 of the Roads Act, 1993, as amended. A Natura Impact Statement has also been prepared in respect of the proposed development.
The proposed scheme will provide a new opening bridge at Narrow Water linking County Louth with County Down. The scheme will provide a new single carriageway link between Omeath and Warrenpoint. The bridge will connect the R173 Omeath Road and the A2 dual carriageway across the Newry River at Narrow Water. A new roundabout will be constructed at the junction with the R173 Omeath Road and the existing A2 roundabout will be upgraded to accommodate the required additional arm. The total length of the scheme, including the required bridge crossing, is approximately 660m.
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A copy of the Environmental Impact Statement and the Natura Impact Statement may be inspected, during normal working hours, at the offices of Louth County Council, County Hall, Millennium Centre, Dundalk on working days between 18th January 2012 and the 2nd March 2012.
A copy of the Environmental Impact Statement and the Natura Impact Statement may be purchased on payment of a fee of:

EIS Non Technical Summary                                 €10.00

EIS Main Report                                                    €50.00
Natura Impact Statement                                       €10.00

CD containing all the above                                   €10.00

 The Environmental Impact Statement and the Natura Impact Statement may be downloaded free of charge from Louth County Council’s website: www.louthcoco.ie.

The proposed road development is likely to have significant effects on the environment in Northern Ireland.

The Board may, in relation to an application for approval under section 51, by order, approve the proposed road development with or without modifications or it may refuse such development.

Submissions may be made in writing to An Bord Pleanála, Strategic Infrastructure Division, 64 Marlborough Street, Dublin 1 in relation to:

· The likely effects on the environment of the proposed road development;

· The implications of the proposed development for proper planning and sustainable development in the area concerned;
· The likely significant effects of the proposed development on a European Site.

The latest date for receipt of submissions is 5.30 pm on 2nd March 2012. A fee of €50.00 must accompany any submission, subject to exemptions in certain cases such as Prescribed Bodies, Landowners and others with a legal interest in a compulsory acquisition case. Further information on fees can be obtained from An Bord Pleanála.
Further information may be obtained from the undersigned.

Dated the 18th January 2012
Eugene Mc Manus

Administrative Officer

Louth County Council






